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To register only the suffering that so demonstrably follows the process of financialisation and its most 
recent financial crisis would run the risk of underplaying the radically transformative possibilities that 
arise in the wake of finance ascendant. This seminar addresses educators regarding the prospects for 
public education in the face of finance, in a context in which many of the boundaries within educational 
institutions and the spaces between education and its others have been breached. This breach has been 
opened in significant part by finance, and above all by the new and increasingly extensive forms of 
circulation and association that come with the rise of finance in the economy, politics and culture. Thus if 
today finance is something that everyone must learn even if only to learn disobedience, it is also crucial 
to stress that finance is far more inconsistent than it often appears, to the point of opening up immense 
new spaces in common. These spaces call into question a number of divisions within the university, first 
of all with respect to the division of the disciplines. Equally, the universalising tendencies of finance, even 
if ‘merely abstract’, invite new forms of universalism, premised on but simultaneously exceeding the very 
real differences between our bodies.
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Campbell Jones’ work is concerned above all with the analysis and critique of capitalist 
ideology. He seeks to comprehend the ideas that circulate in scholarly and cultural 
representations that function so as to relinquish social and political control over the 
economy and thus reproduce and extend the command of capital over life. He has an 
abiding interest in ‘the question of the subject’ and the way in which premises regarding 
subjectivity appear in such apparently diverse phenomena as the recycling, the automobile 
and the market. 

Campbell Jones currently teaches finance and critical theory at the University of Auckland. He holds a Master’s 
degree from the University of Otago and a PhD from Keele University, UK. His most recent book is Can the Market 
Speak? (Zero, 2013) and his most recently published article is Finance, University, Revolt (Argos Aotearoa, 2014).
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