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Early Years Research Centre 
Seminar

     Laura Gilbertson: 
     An image of play & communication in a private preschool setting 

   
     Professor Aline-Wendy Dunlop: 
     Home based day-care and transitions
    

    
    Dr Rob Mark: From Early Learning to Lifelong Learning : 
    Where have all the men and boys gone?       
                                       
    

Seminar overview
The Pedagogies of Educational Transitions  [POET] project is a four-year (2013-2016), International Research Staff 
Exchange Scheme, bringing together researchers from Mälardalen University, Sweden, University of Strathclyde, 
Scotland, University of Iceland, Iceland, Charles Sturt University, Australia and University of Waikato, New Zealand. 
The Scottish element of this project is titled ‘Transitions as Tools for Change’: the focus is on three strands: children’s 
transitions journeys, family engagement and practitioner beliefs and practices.  These seminars sessions highlight some 
of the work of the Scottish POET team and weave a story of transitions in Scotland.

Laura Gilbertson will present on her research which aimed to develop a better 
understanding of the impacts of extending early learning and childcare (ELC) provisions 
within Scotland.  Her research was further enlightened and extended through the collation 
of parental and practitioner views, with the question of children’s social competencies, the 
impact of extended provision, and, identification of themes influential towards the impact 
of ELC compared.
Laura Gilbertson is a teacher and Med student at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow.

This presentation will highlight the findings from a Scottish wide study which aimed to 
understand whether a focus on transitions enhanced the contribution of childminders 
to child and family well being, continuity of care over time, support for parents facing 
challenges in their lives, as well as for those working and in need of regular out-of-home 
care for their children.
Professor Aline-Wendy Dunlop is Emeritus Professor in the School of Education, Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland.

This presentation will examine the broad context of lifelong learning  and its 
interrelationship with early years learning and other stages of the learning cycle. In 
particular it will focus on the needs of boys and men many of whom are becoming 
marginalised from mainstream education.  It will draw from international  research into 
men’s learning as well as a case study from one Local Authority in Scotland. 
Dr Rob Mark is currently Honorary Secretary to the UK University Association of Lifelong Learn-
ing and Director of the PASCAL  Learning Cities Project, Honorary Research Fellow at  the Uni-
versity of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland and  the Higher Education Research Centre (HERC) 
Dublin City University, Ireland. 
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