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Metrics Tool Where can I find it? What is it? 

Author Citations  HYPERLINK "http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/services/researchers/author-article-metrics" 
http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/services/researchers/author-article-metrics 

h-index 
Widely used to reflect 
author productivity and 
impact - a key tool for 
most researchers 

● Web of Science 
● Scopus 
● Google Scholar 
 
Web of Science and 
Scopus are the traditional 
sources of this data 
although Google Scholar 
is increasingly used by 
academics. 
 
Your h-index will be 
different in each source 
due to variations in 
coverage. 

The h-index is a measure 
of the productivity 
(number of items 
published) and citation 
impact (number of 
citations by other 
publications) of the 
documents by a 
researcher. It is based on 
a researcher’s most cited 
papers and the number 
of citations that those 
papers have received in 
other publications 
  
Calculation – articles are ordered from highest cited to lowest cited. The h-index is the 
value where the number of articles and times cited is the same. 
H-index = number of papers (n) with a citation number ≥ n 
e.g. a researcher with an h-index of 12 has 12 papers cited at least 12 times. 

i10-index ● Google Scholar (only 
available through 
Scholar) 

Indicates the number of academic publications an author 
has written that have at least ten citations from others. It was introduced in July 2011.  

http://apps.webofknowledge.com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/home.uri
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en/scholar/metrics.html#metrics
https://scholar.google.co.nz/


Citation count 
 

Journal articles 
● Web of Science 
● Scopus 
● Google Scholar 
● EPMC (Europe PubMed 

Central) (Life Sciences) 
● CiteSeerX 
Book chapters 
Google Scholar 
PsycINFO 
ScienceDirect 
Scopus 

Citation counts are the number of times selected documents have been cited by other 
publications. They help researchers to measure the impact of their research, and identify 
possible patterns in the way their work is being used. 
 
 

 Citation counts from different sources  will differ due to variations in coverage. 
 
 

UOW citation count databases also include: Business Source Complete;  MathSciNet; 
Education Research Complete; Proquest Central; PsycINFO; SciFinder Scholar; 
ScienceDirect; PubMed Central; Engineering Village; Social Services Abstracts; 

Sociological Abstracts; Wiley Online Library 

 

Journal 
Metrics/Rankings 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/services/researchers/journal-metrics" 
http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/services/researchers/journal-metrics 

Journal metrics such as Impact Factor/CiteScore, percentiles and rankings are used to indicate the importance of particular journals in a field 
according to the number of articles published per year and the number of citations to those articles. These journal metrics can assist 
researchers when deciding which articles to include in PBRF submissions. 

Journal Impact 
Factor 
 

JCR - Journal Citation 
Reports - originally 
Thomson Reuters, now 
Clarivate Analytics 
 
 
 
 
CiteScore (available 
through Scopus) 

The JCR lists journals and their impact factors and ranking in the context of their specific 
field(s). The Journal Impact Factor ranking is calculated as follows: 
 

 
CiteScore is a measure of the citations in the current year to items published in the 
previous three years – available through Scopus 
 

 

http://apps.webofknowledge.com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/home.uri
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en-US/scholar/citations.html
http://europepmc.org/tools;jsessionid=50969A8AB19C286CA9C3DF5D16F74387
http://citeseer.ist.psu.edu/index
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en-US/scholar/citations.html
http://psycnet.apa.org.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/index.cfm?fa=search.citationFinderForm
https://www-sciencedirect-com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/search/form.uri?display=authorLookup&clear=t&origin=searchbasic&txGid=8FFAC610CD518413638B78033598275C.wsnAw8kcdt7IPYLO0V48gA%3a33
https://jcr-incites-thomsonreuters-com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/
https://jcr-incites-thomsonreuters-com.ezproxy.waikato.ac.nz/
https://journalmetrics.scopus.com/


Percentile/Quartile 
Rankings 

Journal Citation Reports 
 

Journals are ranked by Journal Impact Factor/CiteScore within subject categories to 
reflect their standing and influence within a subject field/category, while also allowing 
better cross-category comparison.  Ranking is by position, quartile or percentile. 
 
Annually derived for journal in each of its subject categories according to which quartile 
(Q1-Q4) of the IF distribution the journal occupies for that subject category 
 

SJR (SCIMago Journal 
& Country Rank) 

Also available through 
Scopus 

 The SJR reflects the prestige of the source and the value of the weighted citations per 
document. SJR discipline rankings lists all of the journals in a discipline or subdiscipline 
based on their SJR. Subject category searches will display the quartiles by colour 

SNIP - Source 
Normalized Impact 
per Paper 

Scopus 
(SNIP metrics are 
automatically generated 
for nominated 
publications in IRIS) 
 

The SNIP metric measures the impact of a paper within a subject field. It weights 
citations to a journal based on the total number of citations in that subject field. 
It is the ratio of the journal’s actual citations (impact per publication based on average 
citations per article) and its expected citations in that subject field (citation potential). 

                 
 SNIP is useful because it enables comparison between different disciplines i.e. 
disciplines with smaller publication rates can be compared with ones with higher rates 

Quality Ranking 
Provides an indication 
of where best to 
publish. Five basic 
quality list forms: 
Institutional, derived 
(from assessment of 
audit activities), peer 
surveys, citation 
studies, and hybrid. 

Journal Quality List Very current list ranking journals in the fields of Economics, Finance, Accounting, 
Management, and Marketing, compiled by Anne-Wil Harzing. 

ABDC Journal Quality List 
2016 

ABDC Journal Quality List established by the Australian Business Deans Council currently 
contains 2780 titles considered to fall within a quality threshold level. 

ERA2010 Excellence in Research for Australia Outlet Ranking contains ranked lists of journals and 
conferences. The most up-to-date iteration is ERA2015 on the ERA website although this 
is neither final nor official. 

Google Scholar metrics For specific research areas select a broad subject area and look at the subcategories. 
Some of the indices include h5-index, h5-core, and h5-median 

https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action?SID=B2-vZ34feOITyiFAfwEcoicfJwpTHTn1FIv-18x2dbuzZyF4nUh0PrQKQ8eH2vwx3Dx3D5VrkSzT3L0ympox2BnVNmj6gx3Dx3D-YwBaX6hN5JZpnPCj2lZNMAx3Dx3D-jywguyb6iMRLFJm7wHskHQx3Dx3D&SrcApp=IC2LS&Init=Yes
http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php
https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=sourceinfo
https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=sourceinfo
http://www.harzing.com/resources/journal-quality-list
http://www.abdc.edu.au/master-journal-list.php
http://www.abdc.edu.au/master-journal-list.php
https://research.unsw.edu.au/excellence-research-australia-era-outlet-ranking
http://www.arc.gov.au/sites/default/files/filedepot/Public/ERA/ERA%202015/ERA2015_Submitted_Journal_ListV2.xlsx
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en-US/scholar/metrics.html
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en-US/scholar/metrics.html#metrics


ERIHPLUS European Reference Index for the Humanities and the Social Sciences contains around 
8,371 titles subject to a peer review process and defined threshold standards. 

Eigenfactor 
 

Journal Citation Reports Ranks the quality and impact of journals. Journals are considered to be influential if they 
are cited often by other influential journals. 

Eigenfactor™ Score (EF): A measure of the overall value provided by all of the articles 
published in a given journal in a year. 

Article Influence™ Score (AI): a measure of a journal's prestige based on per article 
citations and is comparable to Impact Factor. 

 
 

Altmetrics  HYPERLINK "http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/services/researchers/altmetrics" 
http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/services/researchers/altmetrics 

Altmetrics is the use of non-traditional metrics as an alternative or additional to the more traditional metrics described so far. They monitor social 
interaction of research rather than impact by citation analysis. The Altmetric tool can be used to generate an Altmetric Attention Score by tracking an 
article as soon as it is published, and monitoring attention from sources such as news, blogs, Twitter, Facebook, Wikipedia, Policy documents, 
YouTube, LinkedIn etc. 
The Altmetric Attention Score is a weighted count which reflects the relative reach of each type of source e.g. a newspaper story is more likely to gain 
attention than a post on Facebook, so will be allocated more points towards the total Altmetric Attention Score for that article. Encompasses usage-
based indicators such as views, downloads, comments, bookmarks, mentioned, readership etc. 

Where can I find it? What is it? 

UoW Research 
Commons 

Digital institutional repository that hosts, publicises, freely disseminates and preserves the research of UoW academic 
staff. Interfaces with IRIS which includes altmetric links 

PMC Repository providing access to life sciences articles, books, patents and clinical guidelines. Authors can claim articles to 
their ORCID record The Europe PMC citation count for an article displays in IRIS. 

https://dbh.nsd.uib.no/publiseringskanaler/erihplus/
https://jcr.incites.thomsonreuters.com/JCRJournalHomeAction.action?SID=B2-vZ34feOITyiFAfwEcoicfJwpTHTn1FIv-18x2dbuzZyF4nUh0PrQKQ8eH2vwx3Dx3D5VrkSzT3L0ympox2BnVNmj6gx3Dx3D-YwBaX6hN5JZpnPCj2lZNMAx3Dx3D-jywguyb6iMRLFJm7wHskHQx3Dx3D&SrcApp=IC2LS&Init=Yes
https://help.altmetric.com/support/solutions/articles/6000060969-how-is-the-altmetric-attention-score-calculated-
https://help.altmetric.com/support/solutions/articles/6000060969-how-is-the-altmetric-attention-score-calculated-
http://researchcommons.waikato.ac.nz/
http://researchcommons.waikato.ac.nz/
http://europepmc.org/About
http://europepmc.org/orcid/import
http://europepmc.org/orcid/import


Figshare Figshare is a free online digital repository where researchers can share research outputs, including figures, datasets, 
images and videos. in a citable, searchable and sharable manner (via DOIs),  waiving copyright where possible. Increasingly 
used by academic institutions as their institutional research repository.

ResearchGate ResearchGate uses four bibliometric indicators (i.e., impact points, number of publications, number of downloads, and 
profile views) to measure the academic impact of institutions and researchers. 

● free to join and currently has about 3 million users mainly in the sciences.  It offers the following benefits to
researchers:

○ Sharing publications
○ Connecting with colleagues
○ Seeking new collaborations
○ Obtaining statistics and metrics on use of uploaded publications
○ Asking questions of researchers around the world sharing the same set of interests
○ Job seeking or recruitment

● Can be used in conjunction with other sites such as Academia.edu, Mendeley, Google Scholar or figshare.  Activity
and membership varies from one site to another and from one discipline to another, so researchers will need to
investigate for themselves in order to evaluate potential value

● Members can request a copy of a paper from the author if it is not freely available
● Uploaded full text publications are indexed by Google. Members can upload copies of papers (either pre- or post-

review) and the associated raw data.  All will be searchable.  Non-peer-reviewed material can be added only through
manual file upload.

● Collates useful information about journals, such as impact factors, metrics and some details of open access policy

Academia.edu Social networking platform for researchers to share their research, monitor its impact and track the research of peers. 
Beyond basic searching, costs may be involved. 

● Social networking platform for academics and researchers - connect with colleagues, post own publications, and
track the readership of their work

● Tagging papers generates greater traffic from search engines
● Academia.edu provides analytics as well as exposure. In addition to tracking the number of users reading and

downloading your articles, the site will identify who’s searching for you online

Altmetric bookmarklet Free bookmarklet for researchers wanting to find the Altmetric details of the papers they are reading. Bookmarklet only 
works on PubMed, arXiv or pages containing a DOI. Twitter mentions are available for articles published since July 2011. 
Available in IRIS and Research Commons. 

● Altmetric.com: mentions of articles in mainstream media and policy documents, and a number of other metrics for
publications

dblp Computer science bibliography provides open bibliographic information on major computer science journals (1500) and 
conference and workshop proceedings (5000). 

https://figshare.com/features
https://www.researchgate.net/
http://www.academia.edu/
http://www.mendeley.com/
http://scholar.google.co.uk/
http://figshare.com/
https://www.academia.edu/
https://www.altmetric.com/products/free-tools/bookmarklet/
https://www.altmetric.com/products/free-tools/bookmarklet/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/journals/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/journals/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/journals/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/conf/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/conf/
http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/conf/


Mendeley Free research, reference and citations manager.Track readership of scholarly articles posted to the site; manage your 
research in the cloud and control who you share it with or make it publicly available and citable. 

Google Scholar Google Scholar Metrics allow authors to view the visibility and influence of recent articles in scholarly publications. Scholar 
Metrics summarizes recent citations to many publications and helps authors as they consider where to publish their new 
research. Scholar Metrics allow you to view rankings of journals by broad categories like Engineering & Computer Sciences 
and Social Sciences. 

ImpactStory Free account (Firefox, ORCID or Twitter). Draws usage via scholarly and social sources. Tracks mentions of your research on 
Twitter, blogs, news outlets and other social media fora. An example researcher profile  

● OS Web-based app 
● PRovides altmetrics for web-native research products 
● Tracks wide range of research outputs, e.g. papers, datasets, slides, research code 
● Aggregates impact data from many sources, including Mendeley, GitHub, blogs, Wikipedia and Twitter 
●  
● Metrics draw from a number of data sources: CrossRef; Mendeley; Slideshare; Dryad; PLoSALM; PLoSsearch; 

Facebook; CiteULike; Wikipedia; Delicious; PubMed; Topsy; Research Blogging; GitHub; and Sourceforge. The 
project offers an API for those wishing to incorporate further information sources. 

●  
● Includes OA content and includes Unpaywall tool 
● Altmetric and ImpactStory calculate impact of research outputs using DOI, PMID or arXivID as tracking IDs 
●  
● “open-source, web-based tool that helps researchers explore and share the diverse impacts of all their research 

products—from traditional ones like journal articles, to emerging products like blog posts, datasets, and software.” 
Their aim is to create a new recognition system for scholars based on data and web impact 

● Offers unlimited storage space for data that is made publicly available on the site, and 1GB of free storage space for 
users looking for a secure, private area to store their research.  

● All data is persistently stored online under the most liberal Creative Commons license, waiving copyright where 
possible. (All figures, media, poster, papers and multiple file uploads (filesets) are published under a CC-BY license. 
All datasets are published under CC0. 

● Collaborates with Symplectic and all of the altmetric solutions, also on Facebook, Google+, Twitter, and Vimeo. 
● Academic publishers Nature, PLOS and F1000 partner with Figshare 
● Uploaded research is citable and trackable via a DOI and detailed reporting metrics are available for the institution 

HYPERLINK "https://impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-6728-7745"  

http://www.mendeley.com/
http://www.mendeley.com/
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1127&context=iatul
http://docs.lib.purdue.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1127&context=iatul
https://scholar.google.com/intl/en/scholar/metrics.html
https://impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-6728-7745
https://impactstory.org/u/0000-0001-6728-7745


Book reviews Google Scholar - search for “book title" in quotation marks and author's family name. Click on "cited by" to see which 
publications have cited the book, including book reviews, journal articles or conference papers that reference the book. 
Google Books - combine the author's name with the title of the work in quotation marks/Click search button/Select a 
result to view page snippet with citation, or References to this book 

  
 

http://scholar.google.com.au.ezp.lib.unimelb.edu.au/
http://books.google.com.au/

