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Yusef Waghid is Professor of Philosophy of Education at Stellenbosch University, 
South Africa. He is the author of Community and Democracy in South Africa: 
Liberal vs Communitarian Perspectives (Peter Lang, 2003), Education, 
Democracy and Citizenship Revisited: Pedagogical Encounters (SUN PReSS, 
2010) and Conceptions of Islamic Education: Pedagogical Framings (Peter 
Lang, 2011). 

IN DEFENCE OF A COMMUNITARIAN VIEW OF AFRICAN PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

17 September

In this paper I examine what constitutes African philosophy of education focussing on African thought and 
practices. In the main I shall examine how African ‘ethnophilosophy’ of education differs from a ‘scientific’ African 
philosophy of education, before arguing in defence of a communitarian, reasonable and culture-dependent view of 
African philosophy of education. Concomitant with the aforementioned view of philosophy of education, I argue 
that criticisms of an African philosophy of education should not be taken lightly. Hence, analytically I also address 
some of the objections and concerns some people might have with the use of the concept and show that an 
African philosophy of education can be considered as a plausible concept, at least in the analytical sense.

THE ‘ARAB SPRING’ AND THE ILLUSION OF EDUCATIONAL CHANGE

27 September

The overthrow of despotic regimes in the Arab and Muslim world, and the struggle for national liberation, cannot 
be educationally motivated because countries in the region lack defensible citizenship education programmes. 
My argument is that the dearth of citizenship education programmes in the Arab and Muslim world has left their 
education systems vulnerable to the dominance of authoritarian values, lack of opportunities for participation in 
governance and decision making, prevalence of non-democratic and corrupt political regimes, and the curtailment 
of freedom of speech and belief. One therefore can assume that the education systems in the Arab and Muslim 
world could not have done enough to teach citizens to be democratic and hence, my argument is that the ‘Arab 
Spring’ projects an illusion of educationally inspired change in the Arab and Muslim world.
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