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Artin Göncü (Ph.D, 1983) received his Master’s and doctoral degrees in developmental psychology from the University of Houston.  He 

joined the University of Illinois at Chicago in 1987 as the Coordinator of the Master’s program in Early Childhood Education.  He served as 

the Chair of the Department of Educational Psychology (2006-2009) where he held the title of Professor until August, 2013. Dr. Göncü’s 

research illustrates the role of cultural and social contexts in human development and education.  His specific research projects focus 

on the development of imaginative play during childhood, parents’ and teachers’ roles in child development, professional development 

of early childhood teachers as well as the role of play in adult education and development. Dr. Göncü has lectured extensively in many 

countries including Australia, Brazil, France, Italy, Switzerland, and Turkey. 
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The Centre for Global Studies presents 
Global Childhoods Research Day  

Saturday,12 December 2015 (10.00am start), Maharaia Building, Windermere Campus, Tauranga.

International Speaker: Artin Göncü 
Cultural and universal dimensions of children’s play and its role in development and education

Children’s play and its contributions to their development and education have constituted enduring 
areas of global interest in the fields of child development and early childhood education.  Debates 
continue to exist about the nature of children’s play and its role in many areas of children’s 
development such as their socialization to the peer communities, schooling and acquisition of 
cultural tools, morality, and gender roles.  In this presentation, I will first provide an overview of 
cultural similarities and differences in diverse communities’ conceptualization of children’s play and 
their provision for this activity with the purpose of addressing the questions about the nature of 
play.  In doing so, I will provide examples from my program of research. Afterwards, I will discuss the 
existing evidence about whether or how play contributes to various areas of children’s development 
and education.  This part of the presentation will be based on extant research in the literature.  

Finally, I will end with an argument about how play should be constituted as an educational activity in schools and 
children’s home with cultural differences in mind.  I will provide examples of teacher education programs including the 
one I constructed at the University of Illinois at Chicago, and early education institutions schools in which play is used as 
curriculum in illustrating the role of play in children’s schooling.

Followed by panel presentations from our very own Lesley Rameka, Sonja Arndt, Meripa Toso & Maggie 
Lyall and discussion with our post-graduate students who are working on related ideas. All welcome.
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by Monday 7th December


