
The neoliberal onslaught on teacher education that has been a prominent feature of recent developments 
in many countries has arguably had its most extreme manifestation in England, particularly since the 
creation of the Coalition Government in 2010. The fragmentation and instability that has been introduced 
into English teacher education has had a profoundly unsettling  effect on traditional providers and there are 
some who fear that some crucial elements of this provision may be damaged beyond repair and threaten 
the quality of teachers and teaching.

Because of its concern about the potential threat contained within these policies towards infrastructure 
of educational research in the UK, early last year the British Educational Research Association set up an 
Inquiry into the relationship between research and teacher education. This became a joint enterprise with 
the Royal Society for the Arts. The final report of the BERA/RSA Inquiry was published in May this year and 
offers an analysis of these issues, leading to policy recommendations for all four jurisdictions in the UK.

Ian Menter has been a member of the Inquiry Steering Group and in this presentation he will offer an account 
of the process of the Inquiry and assess its significance not only within the UK but also internationally.
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Professor Menter (AcSS) is Professor of Teacher Education and Director of Professional 
Programmes in the Department of Education at the University of Oxford.

He previously worked at the Universities of Glasgow, the West of Scotland, London 
Metropolitan, the West of England and Gloucestershire. Before that, he was a primary 
school teacher in Bristol, England. His most recent publications include A Literature 

Review on Teacher Education for the 21st Century (Scottish Government) and A Guide to Practitioner Research in 
Education (Sage).  

He was President of the Scottish Educational Research Association (SERA) from 2005-2007. In September 2013 
he became the President of the British Educational Research Association (BERA) and has been a member of the 
steering group for the BERA/RSA Inquiry into Teacher Education and Research.
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DATE/TIME: Thursday 3 July, 2014; 4-5pm followed by drinks and nibbles
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