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Out of 15 million refugees worldwide, less than one percent is permanently resettled in a third country. Both 
New Zealand and the United States of America have engaged in the humanitarian practice of resettlement since 
World War Two. What does the process involve and how do the countries’ policies compare? What is working 
and where do policies clash with needs and/or practices? As a subset of this research, Dr McBrien is especially 
interested in policy and practice affecting the education of refugee youth. She examines a broad social context, 
believing that family dynamics, community levels of welcome, social institutions, politics and history all play a 
role in the ultimate success or failure of students, as explained by Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) Ecological Systems 
Theory of Human Development.

If you would like to contribute comments to this research, feel free to email Jody at jlmcbrien@sar.usf.edu

Jody McBrien, University of South Florida, USA
Jody McBrien is an Associate Professor in the College of Education at the University of South 
Florida in the United States. Her research has focused on refugee resettlement in the United 
States, and post-war supports and rebuilding in Northern Uganda. She is in New Zealand in 
2014 on an Ian Axford Fellowship in Public Policy. Her research project here is to examine 
educational policy with respect to refugee students and families and in comparison to actual 
practice in New Zealand schools. She will be going to resettlement areas around the country 
to observe and to interview teachers, students and families about what is working and what is 
needed to increase achievement and to help college students reach the new NCEA goal of 85% 
of all students achieving NCEA Level 2 by the age of 18 (given that they have received at least 5 

years of schooling in New Zealand schools). For more information on her work and publications, please visit http://works.
bepress.com/jodylynn_mcbrien/

The Centre for Global Studies in Education
Te Waiwhakaata ki  te Ao Mātauranga

Beyond survival:  

A comparative perspective on resettling  

refugees in New Zealand and the United States

www.waikato.ac.nz/globalstudies     Enquiries and RSVPs: globalstudies@waikato.ac.nz

mailto:jlmcbrien%40sar.usf.edu%20?subject=
http://works.bepress.com/jodylynn_mcbrien/
http://works.bepress.com/jodylynn_mcbrien/
http://www.waikato.ac.nz/globalstudies
mailto:globalstudies%40waikato.ac.nz?subject=

