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With the growing awareness of sustainable development, corporate responsibility and the recognition 
of indigenous rights, this course is ideal for those post graduate students who wish to pursue an 
“alternative” or more sustainable approach to governance. The current, and growing, asset wealth of 
Maori provides a tangible example of such an approach.

The objective is to provide students with an understanding of comparative indigenous perspectives of 
governance and how they relate to the respective jurisdiction. Some emphasis will be placed on Maori 
governance. Jurisdictional examples will assist to highlight the comparisons. Students are expected to 
develop:

a) An understanding of “governance” and the “governance process” within selected jurisdictions

b) A critical appreciation of the importance of an indigenous lens

c) An ability to analyse and apply indigenous concepts of governance within the respective  
legislative framework

The assessment of the course will be as follows:

Attendance and participation 10%

research Proposal and presentation 20% Proposal due Friday 14 September

research essay 70% due 18th october

Students will be expected to participate within class discussions and actively engage with the lecturer 
and/or guest lecturer to share and/or facilitate their understanding of the course. it is encouraged 
that students choose their research topic well in advance of their presentation and ideally have some 
idea before attending the course. 



For more information:
Visit our website:  www.waikato.ac.nz/law/

Or phone 07 8384167 or 0800529788

Or by email at: lawrecp@waikato.ac.nz

valmaine Toki

“With the growing awareness of sustainable development, corporate responsibility and the recognition 

of indigenous rights, this course is ideal for postgraduate students who wish to pursue an ‘alternative’ 

or more sustainable approach to governance,” says lecturer Valmaine Toki.

The paper aims to provide students with an understanding of comparative indigenous perspectives of 

governance and how they relate to the respective jurisdiction. Some emphasis will be placed on Māori 

governance. 

Valmaine (Nga Puhi, Ngati Wai and Ngati Rehua) says students will gain an understanding of governance 

and the governance process within selected jurisdictions, a critical appreciation of the importance of 

an indigenous lens, and an ability to analyse and apply indigenous concepts of governance within the 

respective legislative framework.

Valmaine has a wealth of experience in the area of Maori governance. Before joining Te Piringa  she 

lectured at the Faculty of Law, University of Auckland within the areas of Contemporary Treaty and 

Māori Issues, Jurisprudence and Legal Method. As a He Ture Pumau scholar Valmaine previously worked 

for Te Ohu Kai Moana Trustee Ltd on Māori fisheries, aquaculture and asset allocation.

She has assisted in cases to the Māori Land Court, the Environment Court, and the High Court and as 

a Treaty negotiator for her hapu. Her research interests lie within the area of human and indigenous 

rights, therapeutic jurisprudence and resource management. She is Vice Chair on the United Nations 

Permanent Forum on indigenous issues and last month attended the international Rio+20 forum where 

she sat on the Indigenous Peoples and Food Sovereignty Panel.


