
Public Lecture - Conscience in Equity: a new Utopia 
In 1516 Sir Thomas More published Utopia, which identifies an 
attractive vision of law and society. As Lord Chancellor, More 
helped to develop Equity as a mechanism to secure justice which 
was not provided through the rigid interpretation of the Common 
Law.  The equitable jurisdiction was founded on conscience. But 
with time, judges and commentators have lost sight of what 
conscience and unconscionability actually mean. 
Even though some commentators have predicted the death of 
Equity, by refocusing on the essence of conscience, the equitable 
jurisdiction can be reinvigorated and lead us to a new legal Utopia.

DATE:   Tuesday, 16 August 2016
TIME:   6:00 pm, pre-lecture drinks start at 5.15pm
VENUE: Te Whare Tapere Iti, Gallagher Academy of  
  Performing Arts, University of Waikato  

Please RSVP to lawevents@waikato.ac.nz for catering purposes 
by 11 August 2016.

Staff and Student Seminar - Judicial discretion in 
private law
In English private law a commonly expressed view sees that there 
is no legitimate role for the exercise of judicial discretion. In 2014 
the Supreme Court rejected the notion of a remedial constructive 
trust in FHR European Ventures LLP v Cedar Capital Partners LLC and 
Lord Neuberger described it as equity ‘at its flexible, flabby worst’.
The suspicion of judicial discretion remains a cause of concern 
in England, particularly when the New Zealand judiciary and 
commentators appear to embrace it. 
This seminar will consider what judicial discretion means and 
whether it is possible to balance the need for certainty with the 
need to ensure a just result, with particular reference to the reme-
dial constructive trust and the defence of illegality.

DATE:    Monday, 15 August 2016
TIME:   1:00pm - 2:00pm
VENUE: Moot Court, New Law Building 

Light lunch will be provided. 
Please RSVP to lawevents@waikato.ac.nz
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