
Licence Agreement with Print Media Copyright Agency (PMCA) 
 
1 January 2009 - 31 December 2012 
 
 
The Universities have successfully negotiated a licence agreement with PMCA to allow academic 
and general staff of the University to copy articles from print newspapers for educational purposes 
such as study, teaching and research.  The licence covers 27 daily, 3 weekly and 91 community 
newspapers published in New Zealand. 
 
The licence permits the copying of no more than 5 articles from any single edition of a newspaper 
for a particular course of instruction or for a particular group of users.  Copying includes 
photocopying or scanning of articles, the electronic or digital storage of the copied articles, and the 
distribution or communication of the articles to students via a secure network, by email, on CD or 
DVD, or by facsimile.  Copies of articles received in print or electronic format from third parties, 
including on Interloan, are also covered by the licence. 
 
A reasonable charge may be made to recover costs and overheads incurred in copying and 
distributing or communicating the articles. 
 
The copying by electronic or other means of an entire edition of any newspaper is expressly 
prohibited, as is the conversion of articles to searchable text by any means. 
 
Artistic work such as photographs that accompany or form part of the articles copied are covered 
by the licence.  However, advertisements are specifically excluded and may not be copied under the 
terms of the licence. 
 
Material copied under the licence must carry a notice stating that it has been reproduced under a 
copyright licence agreement. 
 
Access to any articles copied under the licence and stored electronically must be removed if the 
licence is terminated. 
 
The indemnity provided under the licence to the University and its staff is extended retrospectively 
to apply to any copying by University staff prior to 1 January 2009 of articles from the New 
Zealand newspapers covered by the licence. 
 
 
Any queries regarding Copyright should be addressed in the first instance to Sally Sleigh (email 
sleigh@waikato.ac.nz). 
 


