Id

 According to Freud, we are born with our Id.(the part of the personality which contains our primitive impulses such as sex, anger, and hunger)  The id is an important part of our personality because as newborns, it allows us to get our basic needs met.  Freud believed that the id is based on our pleasure principle.  In other words, the id wants whatever feels good at the time, with no consideration for the reality of the situation. 
Ego

(the part of the personality which maintains a balance between our impulses (id) and our conscience (superego).)

 The ego is based on the reality principle.  The ego understands that other people have needs and desires and that sometimes being impulsive or selfish can hurt us in the long run.  Its the ego's job to meet the needs of the id, while taking into consideration the reality of the situation.  
Superego

The Superego is the moral part of us and develops due to the moral and ethical restraints placed on us by our caregivers.  Many equate the superego with the conscience as it dictates our belief of right and wrong. 
Drives

According to Freud, we only have two drives; sex and aggression.  In other words, everything we do is motivated by one of these two drives.

 

Sex, also called Eros or the Life force, represents our drive to live, prosper, and produce offspring.  Aggression, also called Thanatos or our Death force, represents our need to stay alive and stave off threats to our existence, our power, and our prosperity. 
Ego Defenses
denial
arguing against an anxiety provoking stimuli by stating it doesn't exist 
displacement
taking out impulses on a less threatening target

intellectualization
avoiding unacceptable emotions by focusing on the intellectual aspects 
projection
placing unacceptable impulses in yourself onto someone else 
rationalization
supplying a logical or rational reason as opposed to the real reason 
reaction formation
taking the opposite belief because the true belief causes anxiety 
regression
returning to a previous stage of development

repression
pulling into the unconscious

sublimation
acting out unacceptable impulses in a socially acceptable way 
suppression
pushing into the unconscious

http://allpsych.com/psychology101/defenses.html 
Oedipus complex

An explanation of the id, ego, superego

 The traditional paradigm in a (male) child’s psychological coming-into-being is to first select the mother as the object of libidinal investment. This however is expected to arouse the father's anger, and the infant surmises that the most probable form of expression of this is castration.

The infant internalizes the rules pronounced by his father. This is how the super-ego comes into being. The father now becomes the figure of identification as the child wants to have his phallus, but resigns from his attempts to take the mother, shifting his libidinal attention to new objects of desire. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oedipal_conflict
Electra complex

According to Sigmund Freud, the girl is originally attached to the mother as well; however, when she discovers that she lacks a penis during the phallic stage the daughter becomes libidinally attached to her father and imagines that she will become pregnant by him, while becoming more hostile towards her mother. 

This is due mostly to the idea of "penis-envy": that the girl is envious of her father's penis and wants to possess it so strongly that she dreams of bearing his children. She believes that the pregnancy would replace the missing penis which she envies and would allow her to gain equal status with the father.

This leads to resentment towards her mother, whom the girl believes caused her castration. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electra_complex
The Freudian approach suggests then that there are drives that we as individuals cannot control but that need to be controlled somehow as we are social beings needing to live together. For Freud the most powerful shaping forces were the relationships we have with our family.

Using Freudian theory as a basis for film analysis

What types of questions might we ask?

1. What are the family relationships between characters?

Who has power, who is challenging who?

1. How might we analyse characters in terms of their id, 


ego,superego? 

3. What behaviours can we explain through Freud’s terms?


eros/thanatos, sublimation, suppression, rationalization, 


regression, repression. 

4. How does this film deal with reality?


rational/irrational are there external forces shaping 


people that seem to be irrational or unexplainable?


how does it deal with the idea of the unconscious and


 the conscious?

5.. How are we addressed as viewers?



does the film challenge our own sense of the rational, 

 
disturb our own id,ego,superego?

6. Who do we identify within the film?


the id, ego ideal, superego?

7. In what ways is this film constructed to reinforce a Freudian interpretation?
particular motifs, types of imagery, soundscape, camera angles. 

