
 

 FMD, University of Waikato 
Issue No: 58 – March 2008 

 
Social Club trip on The Rain Forest Express 
Below are some pictures taken during the social club’s trip (15th March) on the Rain Forest Express through the heart of the 
Waitakere Ranges.  We were taken over wooden bridges, went through several tunnels (with one very nervous passenger 
because of the dark tunnels) – one with glowworms and another with wetas.  We split into 3 groups – those who thought they 
were very fit walked up the steps to the Upper Nihotupu Dam (can see how high it is here), others walked up the roadway to 
the dam, and 3‐4 stayed with the train.   
 

This was a long day (8am to approx 9pm) but a very enjoyable trip, with the bus breaking down on the way home, requiring an 
approximate one hour stop at Papakura. 
 
 

New Staff 
Leigh Harrison has joined the Grounds team.  She is 
responsible for the Management, gates 7 and 10 
areas, 

I have been in the 
horticultural industry for 7 
years in all areas from 
Nursery work to 
landscaping and general 
parks maintenance. 
 
I have recently been 
overseas for my OE and 
would like to venture back 
over at some stage to do 
some more travelling. 
 
I live in Hamilton.  I enjoy 
spending time with family 
and friends. 

Leigh

Where is the Chapel Lake ?????
 

You might have noticed the Chapel Lake is at its lowest I’m sure any 
of us have ever seen, going by the stakes which were placed in the 
lake, the lake has dropped by at least 400mm in parts exposing the 
lake bed as well as the water lilies and fresh water mussels.  While 
the lake is at an all time low we took the opportunity of doing a clean 
up, removing bottles, plastics etc an now look forward to some much 
needed rain. 

Balloons Over Waikato 
 

BOW for 2008 runs from 9th to 13th April, with the Night 
Glow being held on the University campus on Saturday 
12th April from 4pm to 8pm. 
 

You can get more information on this event from the 
BOW website at:   
 

http://www.balloonsoverwaikato.co.nz/ 

Work trips aren’t always fun!  An extract from an email received from 
Robin during his and Hemi’s trip to the States for a TMA conference ‐‐‐ 
 

“Terminal 1 in LA was closed for a bomb scare and we had a tornado 
scare about 3 hours ago in Tulsa”. 
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Graduation parade on the V8 track Tour of Huntly Power Station 
 

On Wed 5th March, 15 FMDers had a tour of Huntly Power Station, 
specially arranged by Robin.  The Huntly station supplies about 20% of 
New Zealand’s electricity.  Huntly’s coal operation has 1000MW 
capacity; some of the generators run at 3000 revs/minute.  Much of the 
coal is imported from Indonesia.  There’s 385MW generated from the 
e3p gas/steam turbine generator, and 47MW from another gas 
generator.  The team manually loads a train with 1500 tonnes of coal on 
a regular basis in just 35 minutes!  Francis, Martin and Gary from 
Genesis Energy were great hosts and the food provided hit the spot 
nicely too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Photos and  
 write‐up from 
 Katie 
 Laurence 
 

  
 
 
  

Derek Freeman’s hidden talents ‐ below are 2 photos of 
Derek’s glass mosaics. 

 

The Rev Urban 4X 
 

This was a semi gravity assisted XC style urban 4X. Riders started at the 
top of the university and wound down stairs, through a cafe and 
university hallway buildings. In total the course elevation was probably 
only 30‐40 meters.    
More details:  http://www.nzride.com/news.php?artid=63 
 

The 2008 ‘Step it Up” Challenge starts again on Monday 
28th April.  FMD had a few teams last year.  Along with 
being good for you, this was lots of fun, so register a 
team now!! 
 

2008 is your year to step up to the challenge and give it 
a shot – try it for the first time, or improve on last 
year’s  results. Participation is the name of the game, 
and you are in with a chance to win great prizes!  The 
new Step Challenge website was live as of 7th April; 
registrations are open.  There are goodies to be won. 

 

Check it out at www.stepchallenge.co.nz 


