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BALLOOMIN GREAT! 
Hi all 
 

Well it was a fantastic year this year, the weather gods decided to shine on us and we had the opportunity for some great 
flying. 
 

The Nightglow this year was especially gratifying with the largest ever crowd at a Nightglow, with estimations at 80,000 
people.  This was a great opportunity to show off the University as a great venue to hold future large scale events, and 
although we did have some traffic gridlock, this was largely due to the sheer numbers that attended putting plans in place 
under pressure. 
 

We are still continuing to receive wonderful feedback on the change in venue to the University from the Lake.  We had 
continued to fine tune our use of space and moved the Corporate Marquees to the far side of the field which provided 
unrestricted views from the banks where many people chose to watch the Glow.  We also slightly repositioned the stage and 
the ‘big screen’ and provided more amenities. 
 

Jenny & I would like to use this opportunity to thank all FMD staff that put up with our late nights, noise and general disruption 
in organizing this years Event.  We would also like to thank the porters and Ray Hayward and his security team. 
 

Jenny and I are now in the process of completing all the post Event administration, then we have our end of financial year and 
I begin to source new sponsorship for next years Event. We have not been able to set our 2009 dates as we are reliant on the 
V8’s securing their preferred dates first, but this is something I am keen to discuss further with them next month. 
 

Thanks again for all the assistance the FMD staff provided and we will keep you informed of the 2009 Festival news as it comes 
to hand throughout the year.                                                                                                                                       Regards, Michele 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  A couple of pictures taken at the University on the evening of the Night Glow on 5th April (provided by UniSafe) 

V8’s  
 

Julia Huzziff, 24 yrs, is one of the youngest and the only female competitor  
in the V8s over the weekend of 19th April. 
 

Her hometown is New Plymouth and her other major interest is computer  
graphic design (she designed her own car graphics).  You can find more out  
on www.girltorque.co.nz. 
 

Julia was at the University today speaking to some High School students for 
 a Mentoring Programme. 
 

                                                   Article/photo  provided by Terri van der Jaarsvald 
 

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak.



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

Portering Staff Changes 
 

We welcome James Dean (pictured below) who has been appointed to 
the position of porter with FMD. 
 

James interests are Music and he plays in a recently formed Progressive 
Metal Band called Covenant.  All other time spent out of work is spent 
with his wife of 4 months Sama Dean. 
 
 

 
 
Merv Kapea left the university after nearly 20 years of service.  
Unfortunately he couldn’t make the 20 year mark as his new employer 
wanted him to start work as soon as possible. A large number of 
university staff who Merv had contact with over the years attended his 
farewell. 

 When last did you have to show people around our region?
I recently had family over here from S Africa and we took time to rediscover some of the features of Waikato and neighbouring 
areas.   
 

We visited many of the following: Karangahake Gorge, Waihi Pumphouse, Hot Water Beach, Cook’s Landing, Cathedral Cove, 
Driving Creek Railway, Katikati museum & murals, the Mount, Te Aroha Domain, Wairongomai goldfields walk, Wairere Falls, 
Waihou’s Blue Spring, Orakei‐Karako thermal area, Craters of the Moon, Aratiatia Rapids, Huka Falls, Blue & Green Lakes, 
 Waitapu mud pools, Waikite hot pools, Waitomo Glowworm caves, Ruakuri walk, Piripiri cave, Marokopa falls, Mangapohue 
natural bridge, Raglan, Bridal Veil Falls, Ngaruawahia Point, Hamilton Gardens, Hamilton Lake, Mangatautari Reserve, Te 
Awamutu gardens. 
 

Go on, visit some of these places and remind yourselves of the wonderful countryside we live in!                                       Tony Dicks 

  
 
 
 
  

Pet Scan  ‐‐‐   Cats and dogs contaminated with  
                        chemicals, says study  
Fido and Fluffy are contaminated with higher levels  
of  toxic chemicals than humans are, according to a  
report from the Environmental Working Group. In a   
test of the blood and urine of dozens of cats and dogs, researchers 
found 48 industrial chemicals. The contamination likely comes from 
such actions as gnawing on plastic toys, sleeping on fire‐retardant‐
covered furniture, frolicking on pesticide‐laden lawns, eating potentially 
mercury‐laden pet food, and, of course, all that licking. Researchers 
point to a recent uptick in animal cancers and hyperthyroidism. "Our 
animals are trying to tell us something here," says EWG's Bill Walker. 
Something besides, "Feed me, play with me, I gotta pee, feed me," that 
is.  

                                                                    Contributed by Robin Dunmall 

FMD Social Club update 
 

Mid Year Social:  There will be a mid year social some 
time in June.  The social club are still working out the 
details for this (date, venue).  An email will come out to 
FMD all advertising this in the very near future. 
 
Raffles/Lotto numbers:  Thanks to everyone who 
supports the $2 raffles and lotto draws.  It’s the money 
from these that supports the sausage sizzles and 
subsidises social club functions.   
 
 

There are a couple of lotto numbers available if you 
would like one – cost $2 per week.  See Tom or Phil to 
get a number. 

Emails of thanks to Security (again!!) 
 

Hi Ray 
I wanted to pass on how much I appreciated the assistance of the guard who was working on Thursday night last week.  The 
incident was quite significant and the guard was very professional and easy to work in with when dealing with the matter.  Can 
you please pass on my thanks and commendation to the firm about an excellent staff member. 
Regards Connie (15/4/08) 
 

Hello Terri 
Just to say thank you for your assistance yesterday in notifying me about the lights left on and also for the lady who came and 
recharged the battery ‐ it was all so quick and efficient and with a lovely smile. 
Thank you to you both. 
Kind regards, Leonie Pope  (15/4/08) 

Something light‐hearted from Robin Dunmall
Cliff is seated at the bar describing the Buffalo Theory 
to Norm. I don't think I've ever heard the concept 
explained any better than this. 

   
 'Well you see, Norm, it's like this . . . A herd of buffalo 
can only move as fast as the slowest buffalo. And when 
the herd is hunted, the slowest and weakest ones at 
the back are killed first. This natural selection is good 
for the herd as a whole, because the general speed and 
health of the whole group keeps improving by the 
regular killing of the weakest members. 
In much the same way, the human brain can only 
operate as fast as the slowest brain cells. Now, as we 
know, excessive intake of alcohol kills brain cells. But 
naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakest brain cells 
first. In this way, regular consumption of beer 
eliminates the weaker brain cells, making the brain a 
faster and more efficient machine. 
And that, Norm, is why you always feel smarter after a 
few beers. 


