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One day I'll know what I what to be when I grow‐up.  But, for the last 18 years I've described 
myself as a pracademic since I both teach management and attempt to practice it in my  
other role as WMS facilities manager.   
 

Humour is a lifelong interest and an aspect my research. I use it in my teaching as humour  
engages students’ interests and helps to maintain a positive learning environment even in 
challenging situations.   Humour is more than a teaching mechanism for me; it is a focus for  
my social interactions and one that enriches my personal engagement with others.  It is a social lubricant that works well with my 
interest in collaboration and teamwork.  That explains why I enjoy the banter with you good folks in FMD.  
 

I am presently in the process of developing some good "country calendar style" hoaxes to help cheer up the nation as the dark 
days of political campaigning approach and the Black Caps struggle.  I did hear a rumour that gorse honey may help cure some 
cancers!  Another project on the drawing board is an interactive management game: Downsizing for Dollars.  The crux of the 
game is to see who can do so much for so long with so little. 
 

"Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the human face."‐‐Victor Hugo                                                                                        Neil 

Two of the new Screens installed at the TEAH building courtyard, now known as 
the Tainui Courtyard. The designs of all the screens were the brainchild of Antanas 
Procuta Architect, Richard Mauriohooho, with input from FMD and Pro VC (Maori) 
staff. Built by Stu Banks’ carpenters, they capture the light in exactly the way 
intended, the screens outside TEAH windows producing fascinating colour 
changes on the various TEAH office walls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos taken by Nan Sinclair (Grounds section) 

Something to Sharpen those Genes in your Brain & Stall Alzheimer’s!!
 

 1.  A murderer is condemned to death. He has to choose between three rooms. The 
first is full of raging fires, the second is full of assassins with loaded guns, and the 
third is full of lions that haven't eaten in 3 years. Which room is safest for him? 

 2.  A woman shoots her husband. Then she holds him under water for over 5 
minutes. Finally, she hangs him. But 5 minutes later they both go out together 
and enjoy a wonderful dinner together. How can this be? 

 3.  What is black when you buy it, red when you use it, and gray when you throw it 
away? 

 4.  Can you name three consecutive days without using the words Wednesday, 
Friday, or Sunday? 

 5.  This is an unusual paragraph. I'm curious as to just how quickly you can find out 
what is so unusual about it. It looks so ordinary and plain that you would think 
nothing was wrong with it. In fact, nothing is wrong with it! It is highly unusual 
though. Study it and think about it, but you still may not find anything odd. But if 
you work at it a bit, you might find out. Try to do so without any coaching! 

 

Email Trevor Harris (trevorh@waikato.ac.nz) if you want the answers to these. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Turning blue before our eyes: TW block       
mid‐way through its re‐cladding with 
Aluminium‐faced panels. 
IRHACE Conference – Drew McDonald 
 

The conference I attended in Melbourne was 
designed around the ARBS international 
trade exhibition which was the largest ever 
held; the conference centre itself was the 
largest that I had ever seen. The 
presentations themself had every air 
conditioning company represented, as well 
as companies that hired out chillers and 
generators of all sizes.  We also had talks on 
CO2 systems as well as talks on natural 
refrigerants.  The gas fire at Tamahere was 
also discussed to great lengths re preventive 
measures and safe guards.  
 
 

The final night we had a river dinner cruise 
on the Yarra River which was much enjoyed. 

 
 
 

Picture from 
IRHACE 
May/June 
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right‐front is 
Drew 
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Question: Which FMD granddad has the cutest grandchild?  
Answer: John Badham, grandfather of Jack Alexander Badham, 
born London, 20 May 2008. (NB: Answer subject to dispute!) 
 

  
 
 
 
  

Question:  Which FMD grandchild has the cutest granddad?
Answer: ???? 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is a very proud Pieter 
Koers holding his 12 week 
old grandson. 
 

Deon James Cleaver was  
born on March 23rd  
after a midnight flight  
to Dunedin for his parents  
Justine and Jamie.  
 

Deon was 9 weeks  
premature and weighed  
only 3lb 1oz .  He is now  
thriving and I am sure  
you will notice he has  
more hair than his poppa. 
 

            ‐‐‐ Nana Koers ‐‐‐ 

Annual Health & Safety Report – 2007 
Provided by Karleen Smith 

 

School  
Faculty 
Division 

FTE 
 

2007                   2006   

Events 

2007     2006   
CORS    15.91               1.80 3              1   
FMD 64.82             69.15     23             9   
FSD 23.85             24.66   2              6   
HRMD 19.70             18.16   0              2  
ITSD 80.45             80.93   3              0   
LIBR 78.63             79.49   10              8   
SASD 108.20           112.19   24            23   
FASS 163.32             78.45   3              6   
SCMS 74.57             77.41   4              2   
SLAW 35.94             37.46    4              4   
SMPD 38.06             40.48    0              0   
SOE 300.93           301.71    16           18   
SSEN 180.38           175.71    39           21   
WMS 191.94           222.15    11             6   
VCOF 14.28             26.77    1             0   
ODVC 82.88             80.59     7             9   
UNIVERSITY 1473.94         1577.22   150         115   

 

The 2007 annual Health & Safety report has just come out and 
there was an unexpected increase of events for FMD in the past 
year, compared with 2006. In total there have been 23 events, 
which comprised of 10 accidents and 13 incidents. This has 
more than doubled the number of events for 2006 which only 
saw 9 reported for that year. However, it could be fair to 
suggest that this increase in events may not be a result of more 
accidents, but rather, more are now being reported. 
 

Looking at the campus as a whole, the trend of strains and 
sprains continued for 2007, with the majority of these injuries 
being a result of slips, trips and falls. There has been a decrease 
in reported back injury’s which shows that staff are more aware 
of manual handling procedures and are obtaining the assistance 
of our FMD Porters when needed. It is also pleasing to note that 
while there were 150 reported events received throughout 
campus, 14% of these did not result in injury, but did identify 
hazards that were subsequently resolved. Please continue to 
report any hazards that you see so we can get them resolved 
immediately. 
 

The University has been accepted into the ACC Partnership 
Programme at the highest (tertiary) level for the sixth 
consecutive year and FMD was one of two 
divisions/departments chosen to be evaluated by external 
auditors. This included a site visit, employee focus group and a 
case study, and after assessing FMD the external auditors did 
not make any recommendations for improvements to be made 
in 2008. This proves that although we had a few accidents or 
incidents throughout the year, we have made all necessary 
steps to try and prevent these events. Keep up the good work 
FMD!!! 
 

It’s a good time to remind you all that if an accident or incident 
occurs while at work, it is vital that this is reported not only to 
your line manager but also to our health & safety coordinator 
Katria Raffan within 48 hours of the event occurring. This is 
especially important if the injured staff member wishes to make 
a claim for the cost of treatment. 
 

A copy of the full report can be found on the Health and Safety 
notice board in the FMD tearoom or you can view it 
electronically on our FMD shared folder on Q drive (FMD 
all/Health & Safety/H&S Reports). 

A peaceful view across the Chapel Lake, taken by Blair 
McDonnell.   On the far bank can be seen the statue, sculpted by 
Molly McAllister, “The Last of the Just”, which was recently re‐
located from its relative obscurity in the A block gardens. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I went to buy a watch, and the man in the shop said 'Analogue.' 

 I said 'No, just a watch’. 
***   ***   *** 

I phoned the local ramblers club today, but the bloke who 
answered just went on and on. 


