
 

Christmas has come and gone and for many of us our summer holiday break is now a distant 
memory.  January and February are traditionally busy times for most FMD staff and their 
contractors as we make use of the “quiet” period to undertake numerous maintenance and 
capital work projects.  These generate down stream tasks for those responsible for 
mechanical and electrical systems, draughting, space database, and key/lock systems, 
porters, cleaners and grounds staff.  Interwoven into this we farewelled Dawn Paekau at 
the end of January.   While we all wish the very best for her future career with Opus the 
reshuffles of her responsibilities have added an extra level of challenge and opportunity to 
the situation.  Interwoven into this various groups have responsibilities associated with 
Summer School exams, enrolment, conference arrangements and the inevitable department 
reshuffles.  And the weather hasn’t been the summer we may have hoped for, but it has 
been great for exposing leaks and growing grass, plants and weeds all of which need 
attending to. 

For many of you the past 2 months will have been a time of challenge requiring “new birth, 
growth, vitality and strength”.  As we meet Semester A head on take a few minutes to 
reflect and appreciate the achievements that you and your colleagues have made over 
these past two months, which has been significant.   On behalf on the “management” of 
FMD I thank you for your significant contribution and reaffirm that you are our most 
valuable resource.  Thank you and well done. 

                                                                                                                                                Hemi Dean 

The motto, Ko Te Tangata, means "The People" and reflects the University's philosophy 
that people are central to the institution and are our most valued resource. The outside 
red border is a stylised fern frond or pitau that symbolises new birth, growth, vitality, 
strength and achievement. Inside the border is the University's Coat of Arms. The open 
book surrounded by the four stars of the Southern Cross is a symbol of learning. The 
crest design is in the University's colours of black, red and gold. 

                                            There’s still time to register for the TEFMA Workshop to be held here on campus 19-20   
0                                          April.  “Sustainability Revisited” is this year’s title, and will focus largely on  
                                            environmental issues.  Presenters and attendees will come from across New Zealand,  
                                            Australia, and even Tasmania.  Check with your line supervisor about getting the nod  
                                           to attend.  To see the draft agenda and to register, see  
                                           http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/tefmaworkshop. 
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Waikato Management 
School New Building 
Sustainable 
Development Workshop 
In “Facilitation” issue 
17, I mentioned the 
intention to incorporate 
sustainable design 
features into the 
proposed new building 
and environs.  A one-day 
workshop has been set 
down for Friday 5 March 
in room MSB4.02. 
 

Subject to meeting 
essential operational 
requirements, FMD 
staff are invited to 
participate in this 
workshop.  Please see 
your respective line 
managers who will advise 
me by Wednesday 4 
March of numbers 
attending. A programme 
for the day should also 
be available in the next 
few days. 

John Badham 
26 Feb ‘04 

Rumour has it that a certain Security Manager on a recent motorcycle trip to the East 
Cape, held up the group with whom he was travelling when they waited for him to catch 
up, the exact wording from one of the group was “NO we are not going until Ray catches 
up with us” the reason that they were waiting was that Ray had the rum . 

 

  

 

 
Another little known adventure was when (and I stress that it is only rumour) Ray was on 
a bend when a women on a Harley passed him on the outside of the corner. 
A difficult manoeuvre at the best of times but on a Harley. 



 

Kia ora Koutou, 
 

On Thursday the 5th February, The University held 
an XAIR Skating competition around S, L Blocks 
and the Library. The event was organised through 
Ngawai Smith (PR & Marketing Co-ordinator) and 
monitored under the very watchful eye of the 
UniSafe Dept. 
 

As we all know, skateboarders have been attracted 
to the Campus quite some years now and will be for 
years to come. Finally a chance to Skate Havoc 
without Security Guards telling them to move on! 
 

Though the weather was a bit on and off, the 
‘Skaties’ really put on a performance for the large 
crowd in attendance.  There were a total of 10 
competitors, including the top male and female in 
the world.  These Guys and Girls put a lot into this 
sport and I’m sure the broken bones during the 
training and preparation were well worth it…you 
think?  
 

Anyway, here are a few snapshots of the XAIR 
display. I’m sure those who went to the Claudelands 
Show Grounds over Waitangi weekend, would have 
seen the extremities these people go to. 

Cheers, Mike Green 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/. 
For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Brighting, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

  
What do they know that the scientists don’t? 
 

Spotted during a recent lunchtime, were the intrepid Portering staff who were taking part in their daily fitness regime. 
Normally they throw a Frisbee around, however on this day they had formed into a triangle and 
were seen to be throwing a Boomerang to each other. 
 

Now I am sure that the fundamental design of the Australian Boomerang means that once 
thrown it returns to the hand (unless it hits something) of the person who threw it, thus making 
the retrieval of said boomerang much easier. 
 

Also seen at this time was the Boomerang breaking into pieces when hitting the ground. 
… said boomerang is now a stick!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- 

Strong Northwesterlies winds and rain wreaked havoc across 
the Waikato including Uni grounds.  On arrival to work last 
Friday (24/2), I was greeted with blown canopy tops, torn 
branches, uprooted trees which blocked pathways and roads 
including a crew of 4 Grounds staff.  Cleanup jobs were 
prioritised to clearing roads, pathways and carpark areas, 
leaving open space for last, which were coned off. 
 

The wind and wet soil conditions had uprooted a Crevillea 
robusta just missing a parked Science vehicle along the ITS 
road, a Melia azedarach just missing Kopuroa and a Fraxinus 
oxycarpus at Orchard Park. 
 

Thanks to Michael Fraser and his crew for removing 2x 
Taxodium distichum in the Fernery, 2x Zelkoua serrata at IJK 
hill and a Liquidamber styraciflua at Gate 3b. 
 

But, special thanks go out to the Grounds staff for their 
professionalism, and hard work over the last week. You made my 
job easier. 

Naku na Shar 
 
 
 
 
 

Farewell to Kevin Ford 
 

A familiar figure departed from FMD at the end of December, as Kevin Ford’s eighteen-month period of part-time 
work came to an end. Kevin had become a familiar face in the Building Management Team, most of his time having been 
devoted to assisting with the Keys database correlation and validation. However, he had latterly assisted a number of 
us with other tasks, putting his acquired knowledge of the campus to good use. 
 

Not blessed with the best of health, Kevin provided a wonderful inspiration in the way that he put his problems behind 
him, extract enjoyment from the most mundane of tasks and generally make the best of his time in FMD. Sadly, 
though, FMD could not offer him any more continuity of work but we wish Kevin well in finding another placement and 
hope that he can further develop the skills he was able to pick up in his time with us. 


