
 

We recently got this message, sent to “The team at FMD”: 
 

You are cordially invited to morning tea with the Dean and the Faculty’s administrative staff (including the Departmental 
Secretaries) at 10 am on Wednesday the 24th of March 2004 in JG.17.  We would like to thank you all for the wonderful 
job that you have done for us in the Faculty, particularly recently with a large number of moves that have taken place 
within the Faculty.  We would also like to thank you for the great job that you do all year round for us!  We would be very 
pleased if you could come and have tea with us (and something to eat of course), meet the Dean and have an informal chat 
with the people you sometimes only communicate with over the telephone! 
 

Wasn’t it great to feel that all the efforts and hassles were appreciated?  All those who had been working with, in and 
around the Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences went along and, from all accounts, thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Our 
reply is therefore – Thank you to the Dean and staff for recognizing the part we play in making this a great place to 
work. 

Tony Dicks
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Snippets of news - Heard in the corridors and seen on the campus: 
 

Alister Mitchell has broken another motorbike – yes, while down in the South Island he managed to break the chassis of 
his flash bike – this is the second time it’s happened to him and both times he’s come out of it without a scratch – good 
riding! 
 

Philip Jensen continues to be an example to us in the way he has applied himself to his studies – his results are 
consistently good and he still maintains his excellent sense of humour so the pressure doesn’t appear to be getting to him. 
 

Dale Gerrard sported a flashy new car on her last day, and even though she left here soon after lunch, she wasn’t quick 
enough to escape the attention of our “Clamper” Tom Moke.  Everyone had a good laugh and John Badham made sure he 
was positioned to film the episode. 
 

The Super 12 competition has been all over the place this year hasn’t it?!  But isn’t it strange that Derek Freeman is once 
again up there with the leaders – what does he know that us mere mortals don’t? 
 

A certain director was traveling behind the University’s Health & Safety Co-ordinator the other day when, due to a slight 
mis-calculation, car 15 came into contact with the good lady’s vehicle.  Oh drat!  And this meant there could be no escaping 
the reporting of the incident or getting the forms properly filled-in! 
 

Emma Coker is following in the footsteps (or is it the wake) of her illustrious father and brother – she is well on her way 
to being licensed as a Powerboat racer.  At the moment she races in her brother’s boat – its red and white, Formula 3, 
No.10. 
 

Earlier this week Merv Kapea and Panapa Thompson each had a Tamoko tattooed on his upper arm.  This is a personalized 
tattoo depicting one’s whakapapa or geneology – if you ask them nicely they may bare their arms for you! 
 

V Beasley, and the mailroom staff went on a training day to Auckland.  They went in car 15 (which has been through some 
adventures since its purchase!) and got it back unscathed after a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Action shot! 
 

On Saturday 13th March saw the removal of four large gum trees 
alongside the roadway of Gate 9. 
 

Gum trees or Eucalyptus spp., unfortunately grow too rapidly in 
our favourable climate for growth, consequently they can 
become a high risk tree.  Large branches can break in the 
lightest of winds and show no signs of weak or possible breaking 
points. 
 

The area will be replanted with native species as part of the 
extension to the Fernery below this site. 
 

In action, Brian Sullivan (in the tree), with his staff from “Tree 
Menders”. 

Mark Thompson, Grounds Manager



 

The things people do to get to work 
During the February’s high rainfall a number of areas within 
the Waikato were flooded.   
 

Due to the rising level of Lake Taupo the decision was made 
to open the dam.  It takes 40 hours for the water from 
Lake Taupo to reach Hamilton. 
 

The result was the Waikato River was in flood; this made 
the Waipa River back up for many kilometers.  Monday 
morning I could see water in our gully that is normally very 
dry. The road into our property was going under water at a 
rapid rate. I was able to drive my ute through the rising 
water, however it was too late for the wife’s car to get 
through. The kids thought this was a great opportunity to 
sneak a day or two off school. 
 

By the time I got home Monday night the water level had 
increased significantly and was now impassable by vehicle. 
Our neighbour and my son had taken their canoe and kayak 
down to enable the 3 residents on the wrong side of the 
flooding to get across. The Te Pahu Rd was closed for the 
first time in many years.   The water started to recede on 
Thursday, that evening I managed to drive through 
remaining water, which was just below the bonnet on my ute, 
clearly still impassable by car. By Friday morning there only 
remained about 30cm of water. 
 

At is height the entrance to our property had a 45-meter 
section of the road flooded, in the middle it was over 2 
meters deep. You could easily Kayak down to the very 
flooded Waipa River and through all the properties the 
boarder ours. 
 

I am led to believe from the residents who have been in the 
area for sometime that this is the 3rd time the Lane has 
flooded and the flood level this time was one of the highest. 
 

All very exciting really. 
Ray Hayward
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FMD SOCIAL CLUB 
The recent trip to Auckland was a great success, even 
though our boat trip was cancelled because of the stormy 
weather.  Another trip will be booked for the end of 
October or early November this year. 
 

We have an Easter raffle, cost $2 per ticket, which will 
be drawn 8th April – tickets still available!! 
 

Upcoming Events: 
22nd May (Saturday) 

Trip and BBQ to Hamilton Zoo 
Children welcome 

Social Club will let you know the cost 
 

18th June (Friday)  
Mid Year Social Club Xmas Social 
at the Pavilion - Spit Roast Company 
Cost will be posted on the noticeboard 

 
 

Thank you again for your support for these events and 
for buying raffles. 

Tom Reidy
 

John Cameron made the suggestion and a few hardy souls agreed to join him in the venture.  Little did we know he would 
bring along some heavyweight members of his Whanau, Jared and Dave, to give him some moral support and provide backup 
if he fell in!  And Hemi Dean’s wife, Bonita definitely takes the prize for being the gutsiest spouse of any FMD staff 
member – Well done, Bonita! 
 

Well, it all went off like clockwork and as the photo shows, there were some exciting moments.  The FMD team (and we 
were happy to include the Dean of FASS, Dan Zirker, as an honorary FMD member) were split between 2 rafts, so we were 
able to take turns in seeing how the other raft was making it through the rapids. 
 

In total we were on the water for nearly two hours – a thoroughly enjoyable experience.  Thanks, John, for prompting us to 
go outside our comfort zones!                                                               


