
 

What’s Hot on the Environmental Front 
Marganne Allen 
 
 

Aside from working on the TEFMA workshop, I have been most active with transportation and waste reduction issues. 
 
 

This year’s Bike-to-Work Day on 18 February was a big success.  Though Environment Waikato took the overall prize with 10% 
of their staff pedalling to work, 33 University staff participated, including dedicated-cyclist Tom Moke.  ITS did a great job of 
rallying its staff and took the University prize of a sponsored tea.  
 

In the realm of motorized transport, the University carpooling programme RideLink has attracted over 100 registrants this year. 
Participants have been good about registering and displaying their permits, but actually showing up with their rideshare 
partner(s) is a different story!  So this will take a bit more…education. 
 

With my expanding midriff I have decided to temporarily abstain from dumpster-diving and waste audits, but the halls of 
residence have been making great improvements in their waste reduction programmes.  Some motivated Residential Assistants 
have been instrumental in re-introducing glass and aluminium recycling at College Halls, while Student Village has expanded its 
program to include a second recycling station, and has started paper recycling in its office, mailroom, and computer lab.  If all 
goes smoothly, their aim is to gradually expand paper recycling to the residential halls as well.  Lastly, we will soon be upgrading 
the recycling station at Orchard Park, who has long been a leader on campus regarding waste reduction efforts. 
 
Other topics: The Initiatives to Improve the Campus Environment (ICE) Award will be accepting applications soon, and I am 
preparing University feedback for Hamilton City Council’s Community and Waste Management Plans. 
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Love the redesigned mag wheel! 
 

Dale Gerrard pictured after her formal farewell, grinning about the new 
addition to her recently acquired beautiful red sports car. 
 

We wish Dale well for the future and will all miss her joviality, 
particularly in the tea room. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hayley Coleman, a part-time Grounds person who 
Graduated BA Soc Sci on Thursday 22nd April at the 
Founders Theatre. 

Workshop Appraisal Report:
 “Sustainability Revisited” 

Tertiary Education Facilities Management 
Association (TEFMA) - 19-20 April 2004 

 

Hosted by University of Waikato/WinTec 
University of Waikato Campus 
Hamilton, New Zealand 
 

The Vice Chancellor, Professor Bryan Gould seen 
opening the workshop. 
 

The event was attended by 80 University facilities 
staff and business associates. 
 

A total of 12 formal presentations were undertaken, 
all of a very high standard. 
 

The Organising team worked hard and produced an 
excellent workshop with many positive comments 
from all who attended. 



 

If you can’t make work, don’t try these on the boss! 
  
Excuse Notes  
These are excuse notes from parents (including original 
spelling) collected by schools from all over the country.  
1.  My son is under a doctor's care and should not take P.E.   

today. Please execute him.  
2.  Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was sick and I 

had her shot.  
3.  Dear School: Please ekscuse John being absent on Jan. 

28, 29,    30, 31, 32, and also 33.  
4.  Please excuse Gloria from Jim today. She is 

administrating.  
5.  Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few days. Yesterday 

he fell out of a tree and misplaced his hip.  
6.  John has been absent because he had two teeth taken out 

of his face.  
7.  Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing 

football. He was hurt in the growing part.  
8.  Megan could not come to school today because she has 

been bothered by very close veins.  
9.  Chris will not be in school cus he has an acre in his side.  
10. Please excuse Ray Friday from school. He has very loose 

vowels.  
11.  Please excuse Pedro from being absent yesterday. He had 

(diahre) (dyrea) (direathe) the sh*ts. [words in ( )'s were 
crossed out.]  

12.  Please excuse Tommy for being absent yesterday. He had 
diarrhea and his boots leak.  

13.  Irving was absent yesterday because he missed his bust.  
14.  Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his father's fault.  
15. I kept Billie home because she had to go Christmas 

shopping because I don't know what size she wear.  
16. Please excuse Jennifer for missing school yesterday. We 

forgot to get the Sunday paper off the porch, and when we 
found it Monday, we thought it was Sunday.  

17. Sally won't be in school a week from Friday. We have to 
attend her funeral.  

18.  My daughter was absent yesterday because she was tired. 
She spent a weekend with the Marines.  

19.  Please excuse Jason for being absent yesterday. He had a 
cold and could not breed well.  

20.  Please excuse Mary for being absent yesterday. She was 
in bed with gramps.  

21. Gloria was absent yesterday as she was having a 
gangover.  

22. Please excuse Burma, she has been sick and under the 
doctor.  

23.  Maryann was absent December 11-16, because she had a 
fever, sore throat, headache and upset stomach. Her sister 
was also sick, fever and sore throat, her brother had a low 
grade fever and ached all over. I wasn't the best either, 
sore throat and fever. There must be something going 
around, her father even got hot last night.  

24. Please excuse little Jimmy for not being in school 
yesterday. His father is gone and I could not get him ready 
because I was in bed with the doctor. 

Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/. 
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Health & Safety 
Congratulations to FMD’s Susan Jensen for winning the VC’s Award for 
Excellence and Innovation inn Health & Safety Practices. The VC will be 
presenting her with the award at a special ceremony in the near future.  
 

The award recognises Susan’s contributions across a wide field. Most recently, 
Susan has had input on a number of fronts e.g. updating of the FMD H&S 
manual, organising confined spaces and science – laboratory training and getting 
the Hot Work permit system improved and implemented, Susan has religiously 
maintained the FMD’s contractors’ list and been one of the most active members 
of Jocelyn Dawkins’ H&S committee and fully deserves her moment in the 
spotlight. 
 

We also congratulate Karleen Smith on being appointed to take over from Susan 
as FMD’s H&S rep, and she clearly has big footsteps to follow. 

FMD Social Club
 

Family day out at the Hamilton Zoo 22/5/04 
Meet at the zoo at 11am on 22nd May. 
The FMD Social Club will pay for the children’s entry fee. 
ADULTS to pay for their entry fee = $6.50. 
Children under 2 free (2-17 years $4.50 per head). 
A sausage sizzle for lunch will be provided. 
Please have names down on the board. 
 

Mid Year Xmas Social 18/6/04 
Spit Roast at Pavilion.  Please put your names on the board 
if you want to attend this function.  Cost is $20 per head or 
$27 per head for non raffle ticket buyers. 
 
 

Any queries please contact your social club representative. 

 
Above - Laurie’s car seat in desperate need of repair! 

Less of  these, equals less of these!!! 
 

Left-right:  Karleen & Susan 


