
 

 FMD, University of Waikato 
Issue No:  40 – April 2006 

Invited Comment:  Sue Hansen-Smith, Information Centre/Senior Administrator, 
PR & Marketing Office, B Block 
 

I am often asked “do I have some unusual experiences in my job?” Well, yes I do, but  
the experiences are mostly good. One of these was welcoming Dame Kiri Te Kanawa 
and Sir Howard Morrison to campus when they received their honorary doctorates  
and I often meet Members of Parliament, some of whom want to share my office and  
facilities during their visit.  
 

One unusual experience I had was being sent home for a day and a half when the  
students staged a protest and took over B Block foyer! I can remember that there have  
only been a couple of occasions where I have had to use the services of Security to  
‘look after’ a couple of dubious characters. 
 

Having an Adult Teaching qualification and meeting people from all walks of life, I particularly enjoy the people who come in 
wanting to study, who have no idea how to go about it - so helping them onto a new pathway is very satisfying.  
 

Along with running the Information Centre for the public, staff and students, I have had the opportunity of developing two different 
initiatives. The first was the What’s On e-flyer to communicate events around campus. The second was to arrange and conduct 
campus tours for interested groups. So far I have taken 25 community groups - not only local groups but some from as far afield 
as New Plymouth and the Bay of Plenty. The groups frequently remark they didn’t realise how big and how diverse the campus is. 
 

A highlight for me was being seconded for six months to Tauranga in 1997 to help set up the University of Waikato at Tauranga.  
Starting with two desks and one chair, we managed to get a fully functional office and recruited 180 students for the 16 courses 
offered there in 1998. This was a rewarding and enriching experience.  
 

So what have I been doing since coming to the University? I started in Biological Sciences in 1987 before moving to the 
Conference Centre and then to the newly created Information Centre in B Block. When I went to Tauranga, I was with FSD and 
while I was away they moved upstairs and so, on my return, I became part of the PR & Marketing Office as Administrator. 
 

When I started here there were 5,012 students and I have watched the University grow to 13,000 students. Along with this was 
the corresponding building growth on campus with the construction of G and S Blocks, the Gateway and APA. Streamlining the 
enrolment process must be a plus, as I can remember when the students queued for hours and hours in the hot summer sun to 
enrol at SUB - ASD (as they were then) used to keep them happy with a supply of lollies.   
 

My “other” work revolves around netball. Having been a NZ Netball Umpire I now spend time as a Board member for Netball 
Waikato. Still with a strong interest in netball umpiring, I have been involved in writing two resources and also have introduced an 
on-line learning programme for netball umpires who can study on-line for their netball theory exam. We believe that we are the 
first sporting organisation to do this. 
 

Another passion is travel and I have co-led two tours, one group to England and the other to Scotland. 
 

What do I like most about working at Waikato? It is the people I meet and work with campus wide and by having the opportunity 
to meet so many people gives me the variety and interest that I enjoy. 

 
I have been asked by this month’s editor (Mark) to introduce 
Haylee, my new Samoyed puppy.  Haylee was born on 4th 
February this year, and came from a breeder in Te Horo (north of 
Wellington) – her pedigree name is “Zaminka Magic Moments” 
and I am looking forward to plenty of those with her.  I’ll be getting 
back into my dog showing from Queens Birthday weekend – show 
dogs can only start showing once they hit 4 months old.   

Judy Brighting 

Looking stunning at the moment along Hillcrest Rd is the 
European ash Fraxinus Oxycarpa ‘Raywoodii’   Chosen for 
their bright large green foliage in the summer which 
changes to rich purple going into Winter before falling as 
can be seen here. They will grow in light to heavy soils and 
tolerant of drought conditions.  They produce insignificant 
flowers in the Summer followed by small seeds. They are in 
the same family as olive and lilac.  
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Below are some pictures taken by John Badham during the FMD Social Club Thames-Paeroa boat trip on 1st April 2006.  These  
are views of the Kopu Bridge being opened for the boat travelling along the Waihou River. 

 
  

Shops Area “Village Green”  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Pictures taken by Nan Sinclair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the Summer teaching recess Stage 3 of the shops  
redevelopment has been happening, from early observations the area 
transformation has been a huge success with Waikato Student Union  
promoting a name for the area “ Village Green “. 
 

The area had to be up and ready for this years Orientation with organisers  
wrapped with the openness and the increased people gathering areas and   
I’m sure Open Day will bring hundreds of potential students here. The new  
stage has also been used for a variety of events as can be seen in the 
picture with the arrival of purple shoes which was part of a cause they were 
promoting. 
 

One of the final tasks of the project was the planting of five large titoki 
Alectryon excelsus. Also called New Zealand oak a spreading tree which  
will provide welcome shade to the area. Can be found growing naturally  
from North Cape to Banks peninsula.  Frost tender when young they have light green shiny leaves throughout the year which are 5 
to 10cms long. In early Summer jet black seeds can be found with brilliant red berries attached. A good example of titoki can be 
found below the School of Management which were gifted by the then Vice Chancellor Wilf Malcolm. 
 

Seen here is Shar Temara planting the titoki and ensuring it’s every success!!                                    Mark Thompson, Grounds Manager 

 
25TH MAY – FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE:  This will be held at lunchtime in the FMD courtyard.  
Please come along to support your social club. 
30TH JUNE - MID YEAR XMAS SOCIAL:  We are planning the above social to be held at the 
‘Cossie Club’.  Price will include buffet meal and entertainment – yet to be advised.  Those 
interested please put your name down on the board in the FMD tearoom. 
23RD SEPT – BUS TRIP TO AUCKLAND:  We will be going to Auckland for the day and plan 
to visit Kelly Tarltons, Britomart, Auckland Museum, and we will have a meal at the 
Manurewa Club on the way home.  Cost to be advised. Those interested please put your 
name down on the board in the FMD tearoom.  Please note – this will be an early start and 
we will be back late. 

Twas a brilliant April day, in fact the first day of this month it was. The sun was out, the bus was here and off we went. Men, women 
and children all filled with the expectation of a relaxing cruise up the River, leaving from Thames and finishing at Paeroa.  First stop 
The Golden Arch's Yeeee Haaaa - Sausage and Egg McMuffin. Here the steady stampede trudged off to find coffee and food as it 
seemed the early start was just a bit rough on the white collar workers on the bus. Then it was off to the boat and all aboard.  
 

The harbour was calm and flat and was a sight to behold, the Captain entertained us with his knowledgeable stories of the area and 
his partner continually threw food in our general direction. The trip took about 3 hours and was enjoyed by all. 
 

Anyway, after the boat it was back on the bus, and off to Paeroa for a wander and a beer at the local club, where Laurie "who ate all 
the chocolate" Drummond, was glued to the poker machines and winning millions of dollars ...... yeah right!! 
 

Then it was back to the bus and off home. Feedback from the trip was good and we look forward to the next boat trip aboard the 
QE2!!                                                                                                                                               Article written by Tony Duke   

Super 14 Rugby competition:  At the time of putting this newsletter out we are two weeks from the end of the competition.  
Contending for the top position are Lyn Koers on 133 points and Laurie Drummond on 130 points.  Still to play their jokers and not 
far from the top position are Ken Kuunders, Alan Neilson and John Badham.  This is a great competition with lots of feedback from 
week to week!!  The date of the prize giving will be notified at the end of week 14. 

There can be no other occupation like 
gardening in which, if you were to 
creep up behind someone at their 

work, you would find them smiling.  
~ Mirabel Osler 

 

***   ***   *** 
Gardening requires lots of water - most

of it  in the form of perspiration.   
~ Lou Erickson 

 


