
 

 FMD, University of Waikato 
Issue No: 42 – June 2006 

Invited comment from Annette McNicol, University Librarian 
 

Forget the fush and chups mate, it’s the green you have to worry about… 
 

The writing was on the wall – I should have seen it coming. The parting gifts of a  
raincoat, emergency plastic poncho, 2 umbrellas and the fur coat were a dead giveaway.   
 

I arrived in Hamilton from Brisbane at the end of January, and didn’t take long to realise I  
had landed in a very different country from the one I had left.  
 

Green hills, green grass, tree trunks, drains, rivers….even the uniforms of the flight  
attendants are a gentle introduction to the country…. but don’t you think acres of green  
carpet is taking things just a little too far John? 
 

I stared in disbelief at the soil in the herb garden. There was a dark patch where I had watered it the day before and it was still 
damp! (And was to be so the next day too.) This is a truly amazing sight for a Queenslander. 
 

I’ve discovered that mould is not confined to damp recesses in the shower. It grows everywhere – including walls, ceilings, books, 
books in storage, and even under your fingernails if you’re not careful. I saw a brand new shade of green on a three day old slice 
of bread the other day.  
 

It took a while, but I now know what a dehumidifier is and understand why a purchase of this equipment is a highly desirable 
investment. It’s just that raining inside the house is a new experience for me (and a profoundly disturbing one I might add!) 
 

A walk around the campus left me dumfounded at the wonton waste of resources in NZ – all those buildings with windows wide 
open and the air conditioning leaking out into the countryside. I had thought NZ was a clean, green country! I must have words 
with FMD. (“What do you mean – NO air conditioning? What about summer? Ohh, I see. You can manage with fans for those 2 
weeks…”.) 
 

I have also come to the conclusion that Facilities Management are a team to be respected – and not to be messed with. Get them 
off side, and your life hangs in the balance. One flick of the switch – the lighting, dehumidifiers, heating, power are off and you are 
left vulnerable, exposed to the ravages of nature and the penetrating forces of green. 
 

Seriously though, moving to the University of Waikato has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my career. There is so 
much to do, so much potential, and a fun yet very committed group of staff from across the university who are determined 
achieve some great things. I count myself very lucky to play a part in this I look forward to working with FMD over the coming 
months and years. 

What is a community patrol?  - Article from Laurie Drummond 
 

A community patrol is a voluntary group of people, going under various names such as Community Patrol, Night Owls, Night 
Hawks, Community Watch, Day Larks, Citizens Patrol, etc. just to name a few. Each area uses whatever name they prefer.  
Community patrols act as 'eyes and ears' only. Patrolling their community in pairs, either by day or night, the patrol notes anything 
that could be suspicious. Some patrols have a very high profile in their community with a sign-written car, while others prefer to 
stay covert, driving their own cars or a mufti car. 
 

Applicants are vetted by the Police before becoming patrol members and must complete a period of training (usually three 
months) where they work with those who are already trained.  Police notify the patrol of suspicious activities and trouble spots 
they would like the patrol to keep an eye on, as well as informing the patrol of events occurring in the area. Each member must 
sign a sign a declaration of confidentiality and agree to abide by a code of conduct before working with the patrol.  
 

I have been involved with community patrol work for 8 years and enjoy getting out and about during the hours of darkness, 
believe me you see all sorts of things happening. I have memories of police closing down large parties, many nights sitting on top 
of the Farmers carpark from Midnight to 4.00 am watching the Rebel sports carparks for car thieves. Of note is the work that we 
do that is mostly unseen, Glenview School was subject to a spate of burglaries  
about 6 years ago, even the surveillance cameras that they put in were stolen.  
One Friday night myself and one other patrol member were dropped outside  
the school grounds and made our way into a schoolroom (we had a key). We  
spent the next 2 nights observing the office area, but no burglar. What we  
did find out was the security company that was supposed to patrol the school  
4 times a night did not do so, they were dismissed.  There have been many  
highpoints in my time as a patroller. In one night 9 persons arrested after 9  
incidents that we had observed and reported, 5 car thieves arrested on another  
night. A Police 10/7 program with an incident that was observed by us on a  
training night, with 4 persons arrested for stealing cars from the Knox street  
carpark. Being tasked by police to watch a suspect address and the resulting  
drug bust. It all adds to the excitement but there are times when nothing happens.  
I am now on the executive committee of Community Patrols of New Zealand,  
but that’s another story.                                                                                                   Community Patrols of NZ Executive Committee 
                                                                                                                                                                                         (Laurie pictured in the centre back)
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The Buck Ninn masterpiece below can be seen in the foyer of 
the S Block extension.  It was previously located in the 
Language Institute building on the corner of London/ Tristram 
Streets. 

Te Karu’s Two Chihuahuas 
 

The Black and White Long Haired  
Chihuahua is Female her name is 
Lady. 
 

Lady is hypoactive and attention  
seeking, she is very clever. She is 
springy on her feet and does some 
crazy Haka motions when she is  
given a biscuit. She’ll even get  
aggressive at her biscuit and  
pokes her tongue out and does all 
these crazy sounds before she  
attacks and demolishes her biscuit 
then she’ll start on trying to get  
Poplar’s biscuit. 
 

The White Long Haired Chihuahua  
is a two year old Male his name is  
Polar. 
 

Polar is Male, placid, very sensitive. 
He is slow, not backward but can  
get nasty at large dogs which I have already seen with  
Chief our Bull Mastiff. He has already bitten chiefs back leg 
and hung on.  You give Polar a biscuit and he will nurse it, 
until Lady discreetly removes it, with out his knowledge. 
 

They are both pedigrees and show dogs. The owners had 
enough breeding Chihuahua and decided to sell them, only 
I got them at no cost. They were on Death Row now they  
are spoilt to Death. They also know the difference between 
Rare, Medium and a well done roast. I’ve had Lady and 
Polar for 4 weeks. So far they have cost me heaps on Vet 
fees, I’m now waiting on the HCC fees.  
 

As for Chief he has moved to Takapuna and goes for 
walkies around the beach before 7am and after 7pm 
everyday, if the sea is rough they would give it a miss.  
Polar has already done the Takapuna beach with Chief.  
Lady hasn’t met Chief yet! Poor Chief!! 

FMD Social Club update 
 

SAT 23RD SEPT – BUS TRIP TO AUCKLAND 
Don’t forget to get your names on the board in the FMD 
tearoom if you want to take part in the trip to Auckland on 23rd 
September.  There will be a visit to Kelly Tarltons, Britomart, 
Auckland Museum, and a meal at the Manurewa Club on the 
way home.  Cost to be advised.  Please note – this will be an 
early start and we will be back late. 
 

Thanks again to everyone who supports the social club raffles 
– as mentioned previously these are what help to subsidise the 
social club activities. 

Another “thank you” to Security:  Ray and Tom – a very 
big thank you for your help yesterday afternoon. That was well 
and truly “above and beyond the call of duty” and hugely 
appreciated. What fantastic service! 
 

Best wishes, Carole Gunn, Director, HRM - 26/5/06 

S Block Stage 2 Extension Opening 
 

Below are some pictures taken at the opening ceremony for the 
S Block stage 2 extension.  This was held at 10am on 23rd June 
and the blessing was conducted by Hare Puke. 

 

Dessert Road, Central North Island 
Picture of the snowy conditions - taken 26th June 

We can see why its been so cold ….. 


