
 

New Staff ‐ Mike Davies (started 5/1/09) 
 

Hi I’m your new electrician.  
 

I live in Gordonton and am married 
to Talitha and have four children, 
Eric 14, Zoe 12, Alice 8 and Sophie 
who will turn 3 in the next couple of 
weeks.  
 

I enjoy travelling and have visited 
over 50 countries. I met my wife in 
South America, although she comes 
from South Africa.  
 

In the weekend I can be found in my  
shed working on a project or fixing  
someone’s computer.   ‐‐‐‐‐‐   Mike 
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Karleen Purchase Apart from Mike 
Davies, we have 
another new staff 
member – sort of, in a 
different way. 

 
 

Starting on 16th 
February  we have 
Mrs Karleen Purchase 
– of course better 
known to us all 
previously as Karleen 
Smith. Karleen and 
Craig got married in 
January and they have 
just spent their 
honeymoon on the 
Brisbane coast.   

 

Congratulations, 
Karleen, we all wish 
you everything of the 
very best for a long 
and happy marriage.  

Concrete Pour at the Library
In the very early hours of St Valentine’s Day a group of people 
gathered at the Library building to take the first big step in the 
creation of the new Student Centre. The Fletchers team gathered 
at about 2:30 in the morning and by 3am the first of the Firth 
concrete trucks had arrived its load of concrete. The pour went 
without hitch and the 25 loads were all poured and floated off 
before most of us had risen for the day. as a matter of interest 
the concrete which is being used in this construction is “green” 
concrete with a large proportion of the aggregate substituted 
with recycled crushed concrete, much of the cement substituted 
with fly‐ash (a by‐product of the Huntly power station) and the 
reinforcing steel has all been made from steel that has been 
melted down for re‐use. Work has already started on the 
preparation of the next portion of the foundation pour in a few 
weeks’ time.  
 

Another task which is happening in the building is the excavation 
works on level 0 behind Bennetts Bookshop where the walls are 
being removed and the dirt excavated prior to the various plant‐
room and other changes in that area. And very soon the first of 
the internal changes will start taking place as an area is hoarded 
off to enable some floor holes to be cut for a new lift and for 
comms and electrical cables which will rise the height of the 
building. 
 

Shops & Pathways College buildings completed 
February has seen the completion of two new buildings on 
campus – the new Pathways College building and the rebuilt 
Shops building. These will both have a significant effect on 
the operation of the campus and are most welcome at the 
start of this new academic year. 
 

The Pathways College building houses 5 lecture rooms and a 
number of offices and social spaces and forms an important 
addition to the LAIN building which has been on the site for 
the last 10 years or so. The building will enable far more of 
the Pathways College lectures to take place in close 
proximity to the College’s admin area and it will also free up 
some other spaces on campus for other uses. 
 

The Shops complex is going to provide a whole new 
atmosphere for the retail ventures on the campus and we 
all look forward to the additional and more attractive 
facilities which are being provided. 

Bikewise Challenge 
Thanks to the enthusiasm and badgering by Katie, Facilities 
Management Division is very well represented in the Bikewise 
Challenge – during the month of February people are being 
encouraged to cycle to work and also to use their bikes for 
pleasure cycling in the evenings and weekends. While the 
interest from the FMD staff has been great, the kilometres 
travelled haven’t been all that awesome – except for UB! He is 
our star and has massed up so many kilometres that the rest of 
us can only look on in wonder. So far, there have been no 
serious incidents and very punctures, so it’s looking like a 
really successful campaign.  A special thanks to Katie for 
bullying us all to take part, and thanks to all the members of 
the team – you’re setting a great example for the campus. 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

TV Energy News 
 

New stars on television! 
Choosing the most energy efficient television on the market just  
got easier with the introduction of a new international ENERGY  
STAR® specification on 1 November 2008. 
 

Home entertainment products now account for a fair chunk of our household power bills, and televisions are fast becoming one of 
the biggest electricity‐guzzling home appliances.  For example, a large (60‐inch) flat screen non‐ENERGY STAR television can use 
three times as much power as a family‐sized (300L) fridge‐freezer. And there is a wide variation of power consumption between 
television models on the market – even among those of a similar size, price and type. The highest energy users can use up to 40% 
more than the most efficient models. 
 

The new ENERGY STAR specification for televisions covers ‘operational’ and ‘standby’ modes, providing consumers with an 
accurate indication of a set’s total energy performance. “While watching too much TV may not be so good for our health, some 
televisions available in New Zealand aren’t so good for the health of our pockets and environment because they use so much 
power,” says Terry Collins, EECA’s Products Manager.  For example, a 42‐inch non‐ENERGYSTAR television that’s operational for 8 
hours a day and left in standby for the rest of the time can cost around $145‐$200 a year to run. Under the new specification, a 42‐
inch ENERGYSTAR television would save on average between $25‐$80 a year. This adds up to savings of $300‐$960 over the 
expected life‐time of the product (on average, 12 years). 
 

“Basically the bigger the TV, the more light they use to display the picture and the more energy is required to do this,” explains 
Terry. “The ENERGY STAR specification is like a ‘fitness test’ that only the most energy efficient televisions will pass.” 
 
 

A television per person 
 

Televisions are New Zealand’s most common home appliance. Collectively, we own around 2.9 million and average two per 
household. 300,000 televisions are sold here each year, which suggests that there may be one television per person before long. In 
addition, it’s predicted that by 2012 over 90% of new televisions sold will be LCD or plasma types. Modern televisions offer a 
complete entertainment system, with add‐on devices including remote control, DVD players and games consoles. This, alongside 
increased channel and programme choices available with 24‐hour pay‐TV, means our large plasma or LCD goggle‐box is being used 
for longer each day and drawing more energy. 
 

For most consumers, screen size, technology features, picture quality and the upfront price are the main considerations when 
buying a new television. Energy efficiency and ongoing running costs tend to fall down the checklist ‐ partly because these have 
not been made readily available to consumers. Kiwi consumers are wising‐up, doing their homework and seeking models that not 
only satisfy their needs but also save electricity. At the moment, the best way to identify an energy efficient television is to look for 
the ENERGY STAR mark.  In the future, consumers will get more assistance. 

Contributed by Robin Dunmall 5/1/09

  
 
 
 
  

FMD Social Club 
BUS TRIP – SATURDAY 21ST MARCH: 

We will go to the Otara markets then on to the ‘Butterfly 
Creek’ to see exotic butterflies, tropical fish, birds and lizards.  
You can also go for a ride on the miniature train.   
See the animals at Buttermilk Farm.   
We will stop at the Manurewa Club for a meal before 
heading home. 
Those interested please put your name down on the board in 
the FMD tearoom.   Cost $25 per adult and children $15. 

Librarians don’t always have all the answers:
These are questions that have been asked of library reference 
desk workers in the United States and Canada.   
• “Do you have books here?” 
• “Which outlets in the library are appropriate for my 

hairdryer?” 
• “I was here about three weeks ago looking at a cookbook 

that cost $39.95.  Do you know which one it is?” 
• “Do you have any books with photographs of dinosaurs?” 
• “I’m looking for information on carpal tunnel syndrome.  I 

think I’m having trouble with it in my neck.” 
• “Is the basement upstairs?” 
• “I am looking for a list of laws I can break that would send 

me back to jail for a couple of months.” 
• “I got a quote from a book I turned in last week but I 

forgot to write down the author and title.  It’s big and red, 
and I found it on the top shelf.  Can you find it for me?” 

• “Do you have anything good to read?” – The response 
was, “No, ma’am.  I’m afraid we have 75,000 books, and 
they’re all duds.” 

 
 

Submitted by Drew McDonald

I saw this article/commentary and thought it was quite neat. I’m 
sure we can all learn a little from it.  (Please don’t attribute it to 
me as I didn’t compose it!) 
 

Sometimes there are no perfect words 
Sometimes I wonder why I even try to communicate. Every 
clarification places a limitation. Nuance complicates, but 
generalization obscures. It feels like something vast and beautiful 
gets reduced to a shadow of its original self. 

When I write a positive message, someone points out when, 
where, and how it could be a negative one. There’s another side to 
every story.  There’s a perspective I neglected. Every expression 
communicates a part of the whole, and inquiring minds notice 
what’s missing.  

Words have their limits, but they are often the best we have. If 
someone says my comments sound like they came from the 
stadium instead of the team, it shows how different we are 
interpreting them. I may not have perfect words, and there always 
will be commenters who take me to task and point out what my 
expression omitted. I should be glad they do, because when they 
add their imperfect words to my imperfect words, the picture 
comes into better focus. I know I’ll never get it “right” and the 
process can be clumsy, but the end result can be beautiful. 

So we should all just keep trying to communicate and we’ll get 
there in the end! 

                                                                               Tony Dicks 


