
 

Red Devil Race Team Fundraising Motorcycle Show
 

In March this year the Race team I am heavily involved in organised a 
motor cycle show to raise funds to help support the team get to the 
various race meetings in the South Island.  The Red Devil race team 
started several years ago now and was based around the small 
Triumph race bikes (all pre 1963 Triumph’s) designed by Graeme Cole 
of Cycle Torque Hamilton.  Today there are 14 (red obviously) 
Triumph’s racing; the team has two father and son combinations of 
which I am one. 
 

The progression slowly developed to the modern machines 
(supported by Kawasaki NZ) and two years ago the team took three 
young riders to compete for the NZ Super Bike National titles. The 
Nationals we have now completed two years in a row and 
comprises of 3 weeks in the South Island racing each weekend at 
each of the circuits being Ruapuna (Christchurch), Levels (Timaru) 
and Teretonga (Burt Munroe country in Invercargill).               Picture of Bruce’s family and the Manx – refer text 
 

Once the South Island rounds are finished you come to the North Island and race both the Manfield and Pukekohe tracks. A total 
of 5 rounds, a huge amount of time off work and many kilometres travelled towing a trailer with all the machines spare and 
tyres. Logistic is a big issue with us taking South over 60 race tyres and had to order another lot while we were down there.  The 
cost is huge and we saw the opportunity to put the show on here in Hamilton to help reduce that cost. We were very fortunate 
knowing a lot of people who own some pretty famous bikes in NZ like the Britton and a number of race and road going 
machines.  
 

When an opportunity popped up to have a 1950 Hamilton 100 winning Norton Manx at the show we were over the moon. That 
is where the story really starts, the owner of that bike said he had the original article on the race plus a photo of the bike and the 
rider at the finish that he could provide to us. That photo we utilised in the advertising poster and suddenly a large number of 
people started making contact and pointing out the various people they knew in the picture. We were just amazed with the 
reaction. The biggest surprise was when the son of the rider of the Norton on that day a guy by the name of Bruce Clarkson 
made contact with us. He told us how the tank on the Manx had split with a couple of laps to go and his dad finished the race 
soaked in petrol but a winner. You could see in the picture the lower half of his gear was darker than the top half due to the spill. 
He told us how the announcer was telling everyone who was smoking to keep away from him. At that time his father’s brother 
owned the bike and he pointed him out in the picture plus a couple of other individuals he knew. He spoke of the race and we 
pointed out the spark plug spanner jammed in the top of his dad’s race boot. Obviously even back in 1950 the gas was such that 
it fowled spark plugs, that problem in these old bikes still exists today.  
 

We were just amazed at how this poster came alive, the picture is Bruce Clarkson’s son and two grandsons standing next to the 
Manx that Bruce rode to victory in 1950. 
 

We were very fortunate to also have the Norton Manx that won the Hamilton 100 in 1951 that was ridden by Rod Coleman, we 
had Len Perry’s Velocette KTT350 that he won the world championship on (that machine was unrestored). Huge Anderson and 
Ginger Molloy (both local world champions) also supplied a number of machines as did MacIntosh racing from Auckland.  
 

There were just over 100 bikes on display the oldest being a 1902‐5 Adler from Germany. 
 

The show was brilliant and the support from the public was fantastic, we are considering repeating the show.    ‐‐‐    Ray Hayward 
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FMD Social Club update 
 

Wednesday 8th April:  Sausage sizzle lunch (12 noon) in FMD courtyard.  The Easter  
raffle will be drawn during this lunchbreak. 
 

Saturday 16th May:  Bus trip to Rotorua for a Boat Cruise/Lunch (Lakeland Queen) on  
Rotorua Lake.  Depart from the FMD courtyard at 8am and arrive back at around 7pm.   
Price etc to be advised.  Web address if interested is http://www.lakelandqueen.com/.   
Put your name on the sheet in the FMD tearoom if you are interested in going on this. 
 

July (date, etc yet to be finalized):  Mid Year Social ‐ Dinner & Show – more details to follow. 
 

Contact Tom Reidy or one of the Social Club reps if you want to ask about any of the Social Club activities. 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

Most Ridiculous Complaints received by Tourist Operators:
 

1. “The beach was too sandy.” 
2. A guest at a Novotel in Australia complained his soup was too thick and strong. He was 

inadvertently slurping the gravy at the time. 
3. “My fiancé and I booked a twin‐bedded room but we were placed in a double‐bedded 

room.  We now hold you responsible for the fact that I find myself pregnant.  This 
would not have happened if you had put us in the room that we booked.” 

4. The brochure stated: ‘No hairdressers at the accommodation’.  “We’re trainee 
hairdressers – will we be okay staying here?” 

5. On my holiday to Goa in India, I was disgusted to find that almost every restaurant 
served curry.  I don’t like spicy food at all. 

6. We booked an excursion to a water park but no one told us we had to bring our 
swimming costumes and towels. 

7. A tourist at a top African game lodge who spotted a visibly aroused elephant 
complained that the sight of this rampant beast ruined his honeymoon by making him 
feel “inadequate”. 

8. A woman threatened to call police after claiming that she’d been locked in by staff.  
She thought the {do not disturb sign” on the door was a warning to stay in the room.  
(Source: The Telegraph.co.uk).                                                              Supplied by Drew McDonald 

  
 
 
 
  

Going Green ‐ some websites with tips, etc
 

This is an extract from an article in Waikato Times. 
 

• Treehugger.com ‐ A top sustainability blog site 
where you can chat about green issues and get 
advice on greening your life, find out about green 
products, and so on. 

• Wattzon.com – all about energy consumption, 
also gives an idea of how much energy goes into 
the manufacture of various things. 

• Nzkiwigreen.co.nz – lists lots of products you can 
get in NZ that are “green” and how they compare 
cost‐wise with non‐green products. 

• Grist.org – dedicated to environmental news and 
commentary and even though it is USA based it 
has news from around the world. 

• Blackle.com – is an energy‐saving search engine 
that has a black display rather than the normal 
white colour as this is meant to use less energy. 

• Globalstewards.org ‐ gives tips on how to live 
more sustainably.        

Supplied by Tony Dicks

                       Balloons over Waikato 2009
 

Well another year over and we are pleased to say another fantastic Event.  We had brilliant weather, 
which always helps, and even though fog plagued us a couple of mornings, we were still able to fly later 
in the morning. 
 

The Earth Hour Nightglow held here on the University grounds was a great success, attracting another 
large crowd, estimated to be again around 80,000.  Our much improved traffic management plan 
worked well with the buses flowing freely and most people who brought cars experiencing only small 
delays in exiting compared to last year. 

 

The Balloons over Waikato team would once again like to express our thanks to you all in FMD for putting up with the disruption 
that ‘balloon week’ always brings.  We apologise for the noise, mess and the many visitors that are here over the lead up weeks.  
There were many of you who helped us in lots of little ways leading up to the event and your helpfulness and enthusiasm was 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Thank you all again and we look forward to bringing you another successful event on your doorstep next year. 
 

Michele, Jenny & Karen, BOW Event Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A couple of pictures taken by Tony Dicks at the Balloons Over Waikato event held on campus on Saturday 28th March. 

Step It Up Challenge 
FMD is well known for its participation in the Step it Up Challenge. Last year it was a team from this department who won the 
prize for the most steps. The challenge is out ‐ defend your title in 2009.  The 2009 Step it Up Challenge is from 27 April–22 May. 
Teams of 6 battle it out to collect as many steps as they can. Walking and running, but also cycling, swimming and rowing 
contribute to the team’s step total. 
 

Everyone can win. Of course there is a prize for the team with the most steps. New for 2009 is the prize for the team with the best 
estimation skills. Each team will estimate the amount of steps they will take during the four weeks of the challenge. The winning 
team will be the one whose estimated number of steps is closest to the actual steps they have taken. 
 

Enter your team of 6 online at www.staffwellness.co.nz. Any questions, please contact Ellen, wellness consultant U Leisure on ext 
5162 or email wellness@uleisure.co.nz. 


