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Social Club Trip to Rotorua, 16th May 
 

Tom managed to get out of hospital just in time to take the social club and friends on a delightful day trip to Rotorua (16 May). 
 

We arrived at Tirau before 9AM.  Half of the town was open and half wasn’t, but it was a nice opportunity to walk more for the 
Step It Up Challenge, relax with a coffee, and go window‐shopping. 
 

Upon arriving at Rotorua we drove through Kuirau Park, past the markets and the lake, then had a nosy at the local shops. 
 

At Skyline Skyrides we boarded the gondola and drifted off up towards the clouds while admiring a spectacular view amongst the 
raindrops.  In the restaurant, which felt quite world‐class, we enjoyed an elaborate buffet lunch including Baked Kumara Salad, 
Japanese Beef Curry, Stir‐fried vegetables with Oyster sauce, Fresh fruit salad & Marinated Berries and much more – it was 
outstanding!   
 

After lunch some of us zoomed down the hill on the luge and a number of official souvenir photos were purchased from various 
parts of the Skyline experience.   
 

As a final stop, we landed at Rotorua Museum.  Some people went to have a look, others had a soak at Polynesian Spa, and it’s 
rumoured that a third group somehow found themselves inside a pub.   
 

In the end it was a nice day out, and it was really good of Tom and his team to make it all happen.  Thanks everyone! 
 

 

Write‐up provided by Katie Laurence
Pictures by Linda Buchanan & Katie 
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Clive Hobson
 

May also saw the departure of Clive Hobson from the Building 
Maintenance Carpenters’ team. Clive had been with FMD since 1997 
and had become a well‐known face around campus, widely 
respected for his attention to detail and carpentry skills.  
 

As well as being a ‘key’ specialist, Clive took particular delight in 
assisting with props for various FASS productions for which he 
received many commendations. He also gained special praise for the 
lifelike, wooden ‘finger’ carving presented to the previous Vice‐
Chancellor, Brian Gould, on his departure in 2005.  
 

All former colleagues of Clive wished him well for the future at a 
special morning‐tea on the 1st May”. 
 

Regards, Trevor

Vehicle crime on campus is on the decrease – written by Ray Hayward
 

Recently when Robin was recording record low temperatures on campus (minus 4 that particular day) the UniSafe staff were out 
and about on campus conducting their night patrol duties.   
 

On this cold night one particular UniSafe staff (Vaka) member did a great piece of security work.  Around 3.00am he was driving 
toward FMD and noticed several vehicles in a line that had been broken into on Silverdale Rd. He stopped and recorded the 
details of the vehicles broken into then continued to FMD to complete his checks.  When Vaka came out of FMD he heard a car 
door close quiet loudly coming from the direction of the vehicles he had just checked and he thought it best that he head back to 
investigate the noise.  On arrival a white ute was just pulling out to of a parking space on Silverdale Rd so he recorded the 
registration, noted two males were in the vehicle and then went on to re check the vehicles that had previously been broken into. 
At this point he noticed a 6th vehicle with the window missing and the stereo stolen. 
 

As he knew some 8 minutes earlier that this vehicle was still secure he immediately contacted the Police and passed the utes 
registration and detail of what he had recorded and witnessed.  Shortly after the Police arrested two males at a property in 
Telephone Rd.  This was a great piece of work by Vaka and there is no doubt that the actions taken this night has reduced further 
thefts from vehicles in this area over subsequent nights. 
 

Some statistics for you (year to date figures, January to May period)  
• 2008, 16 vehicles broken into and 5 vehicles stolen 
• 2009, 11 vehicles broken into and 3 vehicles stolen 
• The NZ Police have confirmed also their incidents of vehicle theft and theft  

ex vehicle have decreased this year 
 

I have no doubt that this trend will continue downwards especially with our  
UniSafe being so diligent and observant.  
                                                                                        
                                                                                                                               Pictured right  
                                                                                                                                is Vaka    

  
 
  

Extract from an email received 11 May – Re: Car parking
 

Hey there, I don’t know who to send this to but I just 
wanted to say a big congratulations and thank you to the 
people who put in the 5 minute parking behind the village 
green in gate 1. This is absolutely fantastic for dropping off 
library books and assignments so thank you very much for 
putting them there, please don’t ever get rid of them!            

 All the best, Christine

FMD Social Club update 
 

The Social Club is in the process of organising a mid 
Christmas social – details, etc will be sent out to everyone 
via email as soon as these are decided. 
 
 

Nan Sinclair’s great catch! 
Nan Sinclair pictured with a great catch. Not sure on the 
weight but hear it was very tasty!!! 
 

 Seen here at Lake Rerewhakaaitu, which is close to where 
her son Andrews home. For those of you wondering the 
lake is just below Mt Tarawera and very picturesque.  
 

Thanks to Nan for this photo!

Tony Duke
We farewelled Tony Duke on Friday 8th May in the FMD morning 
tearoom. Having been employed as a Gardener/Groundsperson since 
2000. Tony leaves to take on a new challenge and we wish him the 
very best for the future.  
 

Look out for Tony at the next Alumni Revue!! 
 

Photo supplied by Nan

 
Pictured (left‐right) – Steve Cunningham, Leigh Harrison, Tony Duke, Mark Thompson, 

Alison (Tony’s partner), Malcolm Redpath 

Interesting facts ‐‐‐ Did you know?
The University has on Hillcrest and Ruakura campus; 440 
separate air conditioning units ranging from major building 
a/c systems to window mounted units.  A combined air 
conditioning output of 4.152 Megawatt, servicing 26668 
square metres of floor space.                                

Robin Dunmall


