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Wayne Leong
Wayne Leong recently completed 20 years service 
with FMD, commencing 19th August 1989.  Since 92 
Wayne has operated and has responsibility for the 
Kubota Upfront mower, actually he has outlasted 
three machines and now on his fourth.  Wayne 
takes great pride and ensures it is always cleaned 
and prepared for the next day of cutting.  
 

He says he enjoys working here. We hope Wayne 
outlasts one or two more machines. 
 

The Student Centre east wing gets closed in 
 

Work has begun on the glazed façade of the new east wing on the Library 
building.  The change in the look of the building is dramatic and there will 
be an even bigger change when the decorative sunscreens are erected 
over the glazing. 
 

The design of the glazed front has been very difficult and we understand 
that this will be the largest structurally glazed façade in the country when 
it is all complete ‐ let's hope it all works to plan! 

Tony Dicks
 
 

Bryan Wells and Eve’s Canadian trip
Below are a couple of pictures from Bryan’s 5 week 
holiday to Canada.   
 
 

Here we are in Vancouver (12 July) and it’s hot! 

 
 

 
Here we are in Calgary (6 July) ‐ went to the stampede, 
chuck wagon races and a show afterwards ‐ absolutely 

brilliant – also went to the rodeo. 

This spot in Facilitation is usually used for someone outside FMD to tell us 
about their life and their role at the University.  This time you get me!!   
I have been here 21 years, and am going to leave the campus for 6 weeks 
from 11th September (“9/11”) to use up my long service leave and go to 
Europe, and hopefully think very little about the University while I am 
away.  I am going at a time of major restructuring of the senior 
management structure of the University, both Academic and Support 
staff, and this does make it a challenging time for us all.  Any outcomes 
from that restructuring will be awaiting me when I return in late October.  
 

Of course I am not entirely escaping the University while I am away 
because John Badham is going to be in London at the same time as I am.  
We might even have a beer together and spend a few seconds (only) 
thinking about FMD!!!  
 

Whilst I am away Tony will act as Director and I am sure everyone will 
assist where needed as he will be adding that role on top of his existing 
responsibilities. 
 

Regards, John Cameron

FMD Social Club 
Thanks to everyone for supporting the social club raffles and lotto draws.  
Keep supporting these as the proceeds of these go towards subsidising 
the sausage sizzles, bus trips, mid year and end of year socials. 
Upcoming events will be notified by email and through notices on the 
noticeboard, and also in the next Facilitation. 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

Plastic bags get a bad wrap – submitted by Robin Dunmall 
 

Plastic bags cost the supermarket owner 1/40c and get sold for 10c that's 40,000% profit. We are supposed to be in a recession and everyone was 
being asked to conserve and restrain from increasing costs. The last thing we need is another retail rip‐off. If a family of 4 buys 10 bags of 
groceries/wk at 10c/bag, that's another $200/year which is virtually a tax. The problem is these "feel good" stories make people think that they 
are saving the environment by trying to ban plastic bags while real pollution and resource issues remain unaddressed. 
 

So what is the problem with a plastic bag? 
 

1.  They don't litter:  Less than 1% of all plastic bags become litter, because we all recycle them. Research by the Australian government 
shows that 2% of annual expenditure on cleaning up litter is attributable to plastic bags. In Ireland the figure has come out that just 0.3% of waste 
is plastic bags. They are not a problem in landfill, the biggest problem is paper, mainly newspaper, then wood, mainly from demolition, then 
concrete. Landfill operators actually like the bags, they can be burned, they can be retrieved all at once, and if you're worried about CO2 then if 
they don't break down they can be considered good carbon sinks. Plastic is very recyclable. It can be burned, melted down, passed through an 
extruder and made into plastic fence posts. Try doing that with paper. Landfill preceded plastic bags, or we wouldn't have most cities today. 
 

2.  They don't kill animals:  If plastic bags are so lethal to birds, why do we go shooting ducks? Why don't we just throw plastic bags at 
them? No one has ever seen a bird killed by a plastic bag. How about a whale? As to marine mammals the main culprits are fishing gear, ropes, 
lines and strapping bands. Most mammals are too big to get caught up in a plastic bag. The impact of bags on whales, dolphins, porpoises and 
seals ranges from nil for most species to very minor for perhaps a few species. Yet you see the same old pictures of the same animals eating the 
same plastic bags repeated over and over. Plastic bags have been around for 30 years so where are all the other pictures? 
 

3.  They are biodegradable:  The PET (polyethylene tetrathalene) plastic that they're made from melts at 280deg. Glass has to be heated to 
700deg to recycle it. In the sea, the sun, waves and wind break plastic bags down. A bigger problem is from nurdles, the plastic debris discarded 
from factory wastes. Plastic is very recyclable. Compare to glass which plastic replaced. Glass takes as much energy to recycle as to make. Plastic 
uses 100x less energy to recycle as to make. Plastic is used because it is so very cheap to make, so cheap all over the world they give bags away at 
street markets, at which some items are sold at even less than 10c. 
 

4.  They use up virtually no oil to make them: A pinhead of oil is all it takes to manufacture 1 plastic supermarket bag. One teaspoonful 
would make 1300 bags, which means if you shopped every day for 3.5 years, received a bag and threw it away (assuming you didn't recycle it as 
most do) the amount of oil used in that whole 3.5 years worth of bags is only one teaspoonful. That's an environmental catastrophe that will 
wreck the planet? One 600ml Coke bottle weighs the equivalent of 30‐50 plastic bags but no one is calling Coke bottles a social evil. One cup of oil 
is needed to make one disposable nappy on the landfill ‐ in terms of oil represents 150,000 plastic bags. At the rate of buying one bag a day and 
throwing it away, you'd have to shop for 400 years before those discarded bags equalled one nappy. 
 

5.  There are no alternatives ‐ especially not paper bags?  Greenhouse gases emitted in producing a paper bag are 5x greater than 
those from producing a plastic bag.  Paper bags are 6‐7 times as bulky, require more transport fuel because the ratio of trucks is now 7:1, and fall 
apart after 1 use.  Paper bags rot and release more greenhouse gases. I thought that's something we're trying to avoid.   Paper bags use up trees, 
and the industry is filthy because they rot so quickly and encourage rats.  They are also more expensive to produce, so we will also be charged for 
them eventually. It is no accident that plastic bags have evolved. There is a reason we use them. They are hygienic, handy and hardy. Plastic is 
healthy because it retains juices and prevents contamination. Our health will suffer if plastic is banned. Who will front the extra medical bills from 
salmonella? When every supermarket item from meat through to cheese and each loaf of bread is covered in some form of plastic wrap, and 
nearly all solids are sealed in plastic cartons and even paid for using plastic notes, how will the non‐use of the one final bag at the checkout alter 
the universal use of this material? If we outlaw plastic, where are we going to start? 

  
 
 
 
  

Quarterly Health & Safety Report – 1/4/09 to 30/6/09
 

Schools/Divisions Accident Condition Incident 
Arts & Social Sciences, Faculty of   1 
Education, School of (SOE) 2   
FMD Facilities Management Division 3 1  
Human Recourses 1   
ITS Information Technology Services 1   
Law, School of  1  
Office of Deputy Vice Chancellor 1  2 
SASD Student & Academic Services Div   2 
Science and Engineering, School of   2 
University of Waikato 1  1 

Totals 9 2 8 
 

During this period there were 19 events for staff (as shown in the above table) and 7 reported for students, giving a campus wide 
total of 26 reported accidents and incidents. The number of reported events for FMD was only 3 accidents and 1 condition, with 
only 1 staff member requiring time off work. These 4 events for FMD have dropped slightly compared with last year’s figure for the 
same period being 5 reported events. Keep up the good work in trying to reduce the amount of accidents and incidents occurring 
on campus and maybe we can aim for zero accidents or incidents in the next quarter!!! 
 

The university’s health and safety co‐ordinator mentions in the report that out of the 9 accidents reported for university staff, 
which had a claim put forward for treatment; only 2 were reported prior to the university receiving the ACC form. Please 
remember that it is essential for all accidents and incidents to be reported to the university’s health and safety co‐ordinator within 
48 hours of the event taking place. If this is not possible due to you being off campus, please ask your line manager to process and 
submit the accident form to the health and safety co‐ordinator on your behalf. 
 

A copy of the latest health and safety report, along with other information, can be found on the health and safety notice board in 
the FMD tearoom. 

Karleen Purchase – Health & Safety Rep 


