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PETER BURROWS (written by John Badham) 
 

Peter Burrows retired from the University of Waikato on 28 February 2010.  A farewell for him was held on 12 February 
to mark not only his time at the University, but also the end of a career of nearly 53 years in the building industry.  
Peter commenced his carpentry apprenticeship with Tom Muir in 1957, and 5 years later qualified with a Trade 
Certificate in Carpentry.  He then worked for 10 years as a foreman for G E Foster Ltd (now Foster Construction), 
during which time he qualified Advanced Trade Certificate and subsequently Registered Clerk of Works in 1971.  
 

Peter then had a 3 year stint as contracts administrator for Smith Grant Architects, during which time he had his initial 
involvement with the then fledgling University in the construction of the original shops in 1973, followed by Block L 
lecture theatres in 1977.  He would not have known then that he would oversee the demise of the shops in 2008.  
Peter then worked on his own account as Clerk of Works on a number of major projects in Hamilton.  These included 
the Government Life Building at Centre Place, several WTI (now Wintec) buildings, the National Bank main branch, and 
the Waikato Museum.   
 

Following 3 years with the Northland Area Health Board, Peter was then  
engaged by Works Consultancy (now Opus International Consultants) to  
oversee a number of local state sector projects, including Hamilton  
Courthouse, Waikeria Prison extensions, and in his second connection  
with the University, as Clerk of Works on Stage 1 of MSB.  Subsequently, 
Peter also supervised the construction of the Environment Waikato  
offices in Hamilton East. 
 

Peter commenced work for the University on 29 May 1995, and so  
completed nearly 15 years service.  During that time he acted as  
Projects Supervisor on a wide range of projects, ranging from countless  
small to large alteration projects, to the construction of major buildings  
such as S Block and the Academy of Performing Arts.  Importantly his            Pictured (L-R): John Badham John Cameron, Peter Burrows 
work also included oversight of the upgrade of almost all the Science laboratories and central lecture theatres.   
 

Peter’s training and experience made him a rare breed within the building industry today.  His knowledge and 
understanding of building construction methodology was almost without parallel in recent years.  Peter was thanked 
for his great service to the University, and presented with photographic and other momentos of his time here.  He and 
his wife Jessie were wished all the best in their move from “God’s Own” to the “Lucky Country”.  

STUDENT CENTRE PROJECT 
Picture taken by Tony Dicks of the exterior of the 
new East Wing at the Library 

 

 

If you are interested in viewing other progress 
photos taken for this project, go to: 
 

http://www.waikato.ac.nz/library/construction/ and 
click on the link to Flickr.   
 

Jaime Walsh from the Library has uploaded many 
photos of the work at the Shops and the Library. 

STUDENT VILLAGE – BEFORE & AFTER WORKS 
 

 
 

Before 

Afterwards



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

BURT MUNROE CHALLENGE – Ray Hayward (Dec 09) 
 

For the first time since the Burt Munroe Challenge started I decided I would enter and travel to Invercargill to race in the 
deep South.  There were two events I entered, the track racing at the Teretonga (or tearatyre as they call it) track and 
the street races at Wyndham. 
 

A number of people who had attended previous meetings indicated to me the weather was always bad for this event. 
However I had been to Invercargill before I knew the weather was changeable so decided the risk was worth it. 
 

We arrived on the Thursday to gale force winds and pouring rain, now I can tell you it was cold.  There were 
motorcycles everywhere and it was reported that a number were blown off the road getting there.    Friday was practise 
day; we got in two sessions before the strong winds brought the rain back.  Practise was cancelled for the afternoon and 
the weather deteriorated into the evening so the beach racing was also cancelled. We went out to the beach and it was 
a real struggle to stand up right and still, no surprise there that they canned it.  Saturday was our race day, one practise 
session and two races. I qualified 9th out of a large field and considering we were racing much larger capacity machines. 
In both races I finished in line with my grid position but had some great battles with these bigger bikes that were not as 
fast around the back half of the track through the esses.  That night we headed off to the speedway and that was 
awesome until the sun went down and the temperature dropped some 5 or so degrees; we headed off as it was just too 
cold. 
 

Wyndham street races were next so we headed to Wyndham that night to set ourselves up in the pits. Sunday was a 
fine day to our surprise as it poured and blew during the night. Fresh whitebait fritters for breakfast was a highlight of 
the trip for me they were beautiful.  The newcomers got a 4 lap practise then straight into qualifying. The track was 
lined with the large hay bales and due to the strong winds there was hay on the track you didn’t go too close to the 
edge it got a bit slippery. Our qualifying session was a disaster as the timing failed so we were called out for another 
session and that turned out to be a mess as the officials thought it was a race and tried to stop us and finished the 
session after 2 laps (great really). 
 

I was doing reasonably well in the first race but half way  
through, unfortunately I dropped a valve which beat itself to 
death on the top of the piston then damaged the second  
exhaust valve so I was out for the rest of the day.  It was a  
shame as I enjoyed the street racing, there was a huge  
crowd and the track being short suited our smaller bikes  
much more so than Teretonga. 
 

Will I go back this year? That depends if I can save enough  
money really it is a long way in a bus but the racing and the 
people were excellent. The weather will need to play its part 
as well, however I suspect what we got this year is fairly  
standard for the time of year.   
                                                     
            Picture of Ray “racing” or should  we say “sleeping” at Teretonga  

  
 
 
 
  

FMD Social Club update 
 

 The raffles and lotto numbers are up 
and running – thanks to those who are 
taking part in these.   

 

 There will be a Social Club meeting in 
the Mailroom on Wednesday 3rd 
March at 10am.   

 

If anyone is interested in becoming part 
of the social club committee please 
come along to this meeting.  See Tom 
Reidy if you have any queries about this. 

POWER PRICE TRENDS – provided by Robin Dunmall  
From website:  http://www.consumer.org.nz/powerswitch/site-info/energy-saving-advice 
 

HEALTH & SAFETY – COMING EVENTS 
 

The following events and dates have been 
confirmed for Wellness Week this year. 
 

 Wellness Week from 12th–16th April 
 Flu Vaccinations  9th, 12th and 14th April 
 Step it up challenge from 3rd–28th May 
 

Please add these dates to you calendars, 
and further information will follow closer to 
these dates. 

Karleen Purchase – H&S Rep 


