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INTRODUCING THE REV. JEMMA ALLEN 
 

I’m the Ecumenical Chaplain at the University and at Easter will have been 
here for five years.  Being the ecumenical chaplain means I work with anyone 
of any faith or none at all – both staff and students. Chaplaincy is about being 
a point of contact for anyone wanting to explore issues related to faith or 
spirituality and offering support in times of stress, confusion, illness or 
bereavement.  Chaplaincy isn’t about converting you but helping you 
strengthen your own resources: practical, emotional and spiritual. 
 

I was born in England but left for New Zealand when I was six weeks old. My 
mother and I came out on a ship to meet up with my father, who was already 

in New Zealand.  He’d been a Metropolitan Police Officer in London (pretty much like on the TV programme “The Bill”) 
and when my aunt asked him to get some information from New Zealand House about emigrating he’d noticed that 
the NZ government was wanting to recruit police from the UK to work in New Zealand.   Something about that inspired 
him and he left his pregnant wife to go to Trentham to get up to speed with New Zealand policing.  When my mother 
and I arrived we moved to Feilding – quite a contrast from the cosmopolitan London life! 
 

I grew up in Feilding including going to high school at Feilding Agricultural High School.  At the end of High School I 
went to Germany to study for a bit and see whether the German I’d learnt at school was any good!  On my return I 
started a German degree at Massey, but it wasn’t for me so I worked in youth work for a bit before heading to 
Waikato for a Social Science Degree.  It just so happened that Hamilton was also where a particularly nice young man 
was doing his Master’s degree!  I’ve been married to Andrew since 1996 – our wedding was actually in the Lady 
Goodfellow Chapel on campus and we were married by the ecumenical chaplain!  At that time it was Lindsay 
Cumberpatch. 
 

Alongside my social science studies I started studying and preparing for ordination as an Anglican priest.   As Anglicans 
we are first ordained as deacons – that happened for me in 1998 and then I was ordained a priest in 1999.  In the 
meantime Andrew had also started thinking ministry might be for him and in 2000 we went to St John’s Theological 
College in Auckland where I did some graduate study and Andrew did five years full-time training during which time he 
was ordained priest.  During that time I worked in the Anglican Church in Ponsonby and at Herne Bay House – at the 
time it was a residential facility for people living with HIV/AIDS.   
 

We came back to Hamilton in 2005 for a job for Andrew  
(he’s the Vicar of Claudelands) and fortunately for me the  
job at the university was vacant – I applied and the good  
times began!  I love working with staff and students and in  
the lively university community.  I have the enormous  
privilege of sharing in people’s lives at times of vulnerability  
and times of great rejoicing.  As well as general chats  
around campus, people come to see me for more focussed  
conversation about things that are bothering them, decisions 
they are making and ideas they want to explore.  I get to  
officiate at naming and thanksgiving ceremonies for new  
arrivals in families as well as at weddings.  I also have the  
more difficult job of officiating at funerals and memorial  
services, though being invited by a family to share with  
them in this difficult time is also a privilege. 
 

When I’m not working I love to take my dog to the river,  
knit up a storm, swim, read and hang out with friends.   
 

There’s an African proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, 
 go alone.  If you want to go far, go together”.  I think that  
sums up for me a great thing about being part of the  
university community – we need each other to go far.  In  
our own lives too it can be good to have someone travel  
alongside us.  As the chaplain, do let me know if I can ever  
be one of those people for you.     ---   Jemma 

 
Brooke and I 
(Ray Hayward) 
taken from 
near the top of 
the Tongariro 
crossing 
looking down 
emerald lakes 
area. 
 
 
 
 

Look back 
toward those 
lakes and the 
continual flow 
of people 
coming down 
the hill from 
the highest 
peak on the 
right-hand 
side. You can 
see the track 
quite clearly. 
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“THE GUARDIAN OF HILLCREST”  
This is O’Bannon or Obi to most people. He is an Irish 
Wolfhound and is just over 2 years old.   
 

Here he can be seen guarding the neighbourhood, 
checking out what and who are walking past the 
fence. Some are extremely scared when he pops up to 
say hello but most people will give him a pat, talk to 
him and many photos have been taken of him so if 
you are in the  
vicinity of Obiville, 
(Aurora Terrace  
& Scotland Place) 
say hi, give him a  
pat or two and  
don’t be shy, he  
won’t hurt you,  
the breed are not  
called the “Gentle  
Giants” for  
nothing.  
 

Blair McDonnell 

  
 
 
 
  

FMD SOCIAL CLUB BUS TRIP – Saturday 15th May: 
 

There will be a trip in May to Tiritiri Matangi Island (a 
conservation island run by DOC) in the Hauraki Gulf.  

 Bus will leave the FMD car park at 6.30am, returning 
approx 8pm. 

 The boat leaves Auckland at 9am and arrives back in 
Auckland at 5pm. 

 A guided walk is optional. 
 Cost is for Social Club supporters is $40.00 per person or 
$45.00 per person with Guided Walk. 
For Non Social Club supporters it is $60.00 per person or  
$65.00 per person with Guided Walk. 
These prices are subsidised as it is usually approx $96 per 
person. 

 There is no food available on the island so you will need to 
pack your own lunch/drink.  There is a shop which sells 
souvenirs and cold drinks and supplies complimentary 
tea/coffee. 

If interested please put your name down on the board in the 
FMD tearoom.   
Any queries see Tom Reidy. 

GATE 2B WALKWAY TO PERFORMING ARTS – NEW PATHWAY & LIGHTING 
Work commenced late last year with the upgrade of a pedestrian pathway from Gate 2B carpark to the middle weir of 
the two lakes. The path is well used for access both to the Academy of Performing Arts and the University Campus and 
also a link of the Campus fitness trail and walkways. 
 

The project included reconstruction and in some areas repositioning of the path, Holland paver edge, widening,  
installation of much needed drainage, new bins, bollard, construction of a Hinuera rock wall  and the installing of the 
new lights.  
 

The contractors quickly became aware of the poor drainage due to rain in the early part of construction. It was 
necessary to hand bail the trenches each day before the electricians could do their work.                --- Mark Thompson 
 

  
The pictures above show the before (taken by Nan Sinclair) and after (taken by Tony Dicks) scenes of this walkway  

 

The lighting design was removed from the existing landscape architects brief to in house, this really was to ensure that 
we satisfied not only the artistic design but incorporated the important factors to the university namely, 

 Robust vandal resistant design 
 High level of staff & student security 
 Low energy high efficiency installation 
 Multiple colour and tempo light scenes to give additional ambience to PA events 
 Ability to easily incorporate extra artistic lighting coupled with control of pole lights 

 

The pathway was opened early March and the lighting was fully commissioned 17 March.  
 

High level lighting utilises 35 watt lamps and bollards are 25 watt, the LED change colour lights are 3 watts per unit, 
these are controlled within the Performing arts building with a device that allows manual setting of multiple scenes or 
alternatively can be separately driven by music tempo. 
 

The combination of great landscaping and state of the art lighting make this a very pleasant place to be, take time out 
to visit during the hours of darkness to get the true feeling.                                                           --- Robin Dunmall 


