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Refurbishment of the two sets of steps and platforms 
specifically designed for use at Founders Theatre Graduation 
ceremonies are nearing completion in the FMD workshop. 
The wooden steps themselves have been repaired, sanded 
and re-varnished; the old red carpet has been replaced with 
new, which Hamilton Flooring have affixed along with smart 
brass treads; and the heavy angle supports (which the public 
do not see) have been replaced with a lighter aluminium 
frame to make transport and handling much easier. 
 

Much of the kudos for the excellent, patient workmanship 
that will be on display to future generations of our graduates 
goes to FMD Carpenter Tom Reidy, shown standing proudly 
by his handiwork in the photo. 
 

Thirty years service!! 
 

Some of you will have seen this in the On Campus but just in 
case you missed it.   
 

Te Karu (left of picture) joined the University on 5th May 
1980.  He and others were recognised for their thirty years 
service at a get together at the Academy.   

 
Question: Spot the odd one out?   
Answer:   Roy Crawford - all the others have worked 30 years 

at The University of Waikato 

Cricket Nets in Action 
 

 

The recently completed indoor cricket practice facility 
is creating lots of comment and interest, both from the 
staff and public. As well as having 3 wickets with 2 
different surfaces it provides the only facility within the 
Waikato area to allow a full run up for fast bowlers, 
within the shelter.  
 

The design was originally used as animal shelters and 
has been adapted to its present use.  There are quite 
a few around the country. 
 

The facility is being well used by the Star Varsity 
Cricket Club and Hamilton Junior and Senior cricket; 
local school teams are also regular users. 
 

The group running the facility are keen to add lights 
and some storeroom/office space when they have 
funds available to increase its usability.  

Neil Hindman 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE – S BLOCK COLUMNS 
 

Apart from the sunshine, there are at least 4 differences 
between these photos.   
 

Answers are overleaf. 
 
 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online (pictures are clearer online) at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

Bryan and Eve’s latest venture 
 

Borneo - The Kinabalu Volcano Mountain - walking up and up to  
Base Camp at over 3,000m; staying overnight and then attacking the  
summit early morning at 3am, 4200m, sheer rock face and hand 
over hand on the guide rope - beautiful sunsets and very cold.  There  
were a lot of steps and they were uneven, rocks and roots, some of 
the steps were so high in depth that you barely clambered up them – 
fortunately only rained as we neared the bottom again - if it had it  
would have been treacherous!   
 

It had been an exhausting tour; steamy heat and rain and rain -  
trekking - definitely not walking - long house stay and the toilets and  
washing facilities less than basic!    
 

We had an exciting time on the river at one point - it had been raining 
so hard that there was a lot of debris racing towards us - tree trunks  
and rocks - in a boat so low and narrow - dodging and weaving, and 
getting soaking wet.  In the end the natives said it was too dangerous 
to reach our destination and turned back - relief all round! 
 

We have seen quite a bit of wild life (not just the river) and the  
orang-utans were all that I had hoped for - my camera doesn’t do  
them justice but lucky some of the people in our group have said they  
will share their marvellous photos and videos with Bryan and I - we've  
worn leech socks, traversed jungles and have been more wet than dry  
- walked the longest canopy walk in Borneo (nearly 500m) and then  
also the tallest at 60m - finally, time to relax and spend a day at a  
beach resort - give our smelly boots and socks a chance to dry and air,   
and go snorkelling and diving at a nearby island.  ---    Written by Eve!! 

Guess Who?? 

  
 
  

Life isn’t that bad ---- Something from Drew McDonald 
 

A worker’s horse-drawn cart loaded with scrap metal near Costesti, Romania,  
typifies may people who are struggling to make a living! 

Spot the Difference Answers – S Block Columns 
 

The first shot was taken 24 September: the second on the 27th.  The eight Maori carvings around the column on the N 
side of S block were re-mounted over that weekend. The 1999 carvings by Inia Te Wiata were renovated by the 
University’s carving specialists at Te Kuiti and, like all of the carvings tackled this year, can now be better appreciated 
for the enhanced detailing. Four of the carvings are visible in the second picture. 

Earthquakes and the FMD building 
 

One month after the Canterbury earthquake, you may be wondering how resistant the FMD building would be. 
Conventional engineering wisdom rates buildings as “earthquake prone” if their %NBS is less than or equal to 33%NBS 
(where %NBS is the relative strength to buildings constructed to current standards). Because of stricter Building Code 
requirements, all buildings built since 1976 are considered to have greater than 33%NBS, so our FMD building is not 
‘earthquake prone’. Indeed, as the building was constructed in 1999, it may well have greater than 67%NBS - which is 
the accepted cut off point for being rated an ‘earthquake risk’. That is not to say the FMD building would not be 
damaged by a quake as severe as at Christchurch, but damage should be minor and anyone in and around the building 
would stand a good chance of remaining unscathed. 
 

PS1: The chances of us at FMD getting a similar quake are between 22% and 66% in any 100 year period. 
PS2: The GWSP building, built around 1974, has been assessed at 34%NBS – so is not ‘earthquake prone’ but is an 
‘earthquake risk’. The University has no statutory obligation to strengthen it, but might choose to do so if any 
renovations or alterations are undertaken there.                                                                        Trevor Harris 

There will be 
a FMD Social 
Club sausage 
sizzle lunch 

 
at midday 

on  
Wed 6th Oct 

 

in the  
FMD 

courtyard 
 

All social club 
supporters 

are welcome


