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Hi my name is Tania Porteous and I am the new Technical Assistant at FMD.   
When I know exactly what that is, I will let you know but in the meantime let’s just say it’s 
technical and I may need assistance. 
 

I have worn many hats over the years including Banking, Adult Education, Career Adviser, Real 
Estate and as a PA. 
 

I grew up in Hamilton and have two adult children, a daughter Ashley (24) in Hamilton and a son 
Michael (21) in New Plymouth, who have both flown the coup, so what do we do?  We decided 
to do it all over again and my partner, David and I welcomed a little boy, Matthew into the world 
in April 2013.  He is coming up two and we are having a blast with the little man and enjoying  

every minute – even if we are exhausted some days! 
 

My spare time is taken up spending quality time with the family, fishing if I get the chance and we are also renovating a 
property - so there is never a dull moment. 
 

I am enjoying my new role and have felt very welcome by the FMD team. 
 

Recently we had the pleasure of attending the Governor General’s Afternoon Tea  
in Wellington to 
commemorate the 
175th Anniversary of 
the signing of the 
Treaty of Waitangi. 
 

David and I enjoyed 
their hospitality sipping 
wine, eating Oysters, 
Canapés and 
Strawberries on their 

lawn. 
 

Time for a Change for Gary  
 

Gary Dancocks has been engaged by the 
Technical Services unit, Facilities 
Management as ‘Diagnostic and Control 
Technician’ for the past three years. 
 

Gary had 
applied for 
and been 
successful in 
obtaining the 
position of 
‘Team Leader, 
Technical 
Services unit’ 
and 
commenced 
his new role on 2nd February 2015. 
 

We congratulate Gary on his success, and 
wish Gary well in his new position. 
 
 

 
 

Hi there 
 

After a period of nervous apprehension and that was just 
from filling out the on-line application and the ensuing 
wait, the day came to face the Interview Panel.  What 
would they ask me?  How would I cope?  Would I say as 
little as possible and let them think I was a fool or would I 
open my mouth too much and remove all doubt?!?! 
 

But I need not have worried.  They went very easy on me  
and after a less than vigorous interview process I was  
subsequently appointed as the new Dave McDonald.  Well actually for a period 
of time (according to Dave’s office door) I was Mr Nobody. 
 

I became Dave on 12 January, and have spent the days since then muddling my 
way around the University with my big bunch(es) of keys getting my bearings 
and learning stuff.  I don’t know how much I have learnt, or how good my 
bearings are becoming, but hopefully I might be getting a little better at 
whateve4r it is that I do, or am supposed to do. 
 

Everybody that I have encountered have been very friendly and helpful, and 
before I forget (I sometimes do forget stuff) the name on my office door is Cliff 
Hume. 

 
 



 

Facilitation will be produced bi-monthly.  This publication is available online (where the pictures are a lot clearer) at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 
For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For those that chose not go and see the Foo Fighters live on 
Saturday 23rd, and before the rains came, Hamilton Gardens 
Festival included a set from Waikato's very own CONMEN as part 
of Blues in the Rose Garden. You may recognise a couple of faces 
familiar to FMD staff concentrating on keeping in tune. 

 
 
Huw and Lorraine Alderman attended the Foreigner concert in 
Taupo on 24th January and took this photo from the side of a very 
sedate mosh pit. Remarkably, this gig was 34 years from the 
previous time Huw had taken Lorraine to a Foreigner concert - 
what a romantic! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Introducing our 

little miss 

Holly Alexandra 

Purchase 

Born on the 

5th February 2015 

at 4:17am, 

weighing 6lb 6oz. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are all doing 

great and loving 

every moment - 

even the lack of 

sleep. 

 
Karleen & Craig  
 

Below is a very clever cake made by Tony’s wife, Nola, 

for a 21st they attended.  Everything was edible and 

within some of these layers were hidden truffles.   

 

“I’ve decided to sell my hoover... well, it was just collecting 
dust.”   --- Tim Vine 

 

“Always leave them wanting more, my uncle used to say to 
me.  Which is why he lost his job in disaster relief." 

--- Mark Watson 
 

“I was given some Sudoku toilet paper. It didn't work. You 
could only fill it in with number 1s and number 2s.”  

--- Bec Hill 
 

“This show is about perception and perspective. But it 
depends how you look at it.”  

--- Felicity Ward 
 

“Money can't buy you happiness? Well, check this out, I 
bought myself a Happy Meal.”  --- Paul F Taylor 
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