
 

New Central Lake with Loch Ness Monster 
(S Block water main flood 18th May) 

Have mug will travel 

 
This photo recently won a holiday snap competition that 
was in On Campus. 
 

The photo was taken in Wellington by Vicki Smith from 
Biological Sciences.  It was a competition based around 
University staff being on holiday. 
 

Fancy taking our mug on holiday, least she knew who to 
call if she needed help. 
 

Cheers, Ray Hayward 

Farewell to Claudia Baird 
 

A farewell morning tea was held at FMD for Claudia who retired 
from the Mail Centre on 20th May.  Pictured (left-right) is Hemi 
Dean presenting a card and gift to Claudia. 
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FMD SOCIAL CLUB:
 

MID YEAR XMAS SOCIAL:  We were looking at going on the 
Waipa Delta but have cancelled this idea due to the cost.  The date 
we are looking at for a mid year social, at this stage is Friday 1st 
July.  Any venue suggestions for this would be welcome – let Tom 
Reidy or Linda Buchanan know. 
 

RAFFLES:  Don’t forget to keep supporting the social club raffles – 
the proceeds from these help subsidise social club activities.  To 
alleviate time spent in chasing people up for payment of tickets, 
please ensure you pay Tom Reidy for your ticket on the week you 
get it. 

Kudos to the cleaning staff 
 

A note of thanks from Neil Harnisch, Waikato Management School 
 

Hi Hemi 
 

I know I rang you last week to thank you for your guiding hand in 
address the hygiene issues with the toilets in MSB and MS8. 
 

I wanted to put that in writing.  I know you and your team have to 
cover a lot of territory.   
 

I've heard numerous appreciated comments ... especially from 
female staff on the lino cut, clean and polish work.  The signage to 
educate users to not stand on toilets has prompted discussion but I 
don't hear the voices of political correctness since I put a note in 
our newsletter explaining the need for "education" and hygiene. 
 

The odour problems are definitely much better sine the deep clean 
work, even in toilets with no working eco-mister. 
 

One staff member wanted to know what product is used to cut and 
polish the lino so well. 
 

I hope in the level 1 male toilets it is possible for FMD to consider 
replacing the stainless steel with ceramic wall-mount fixtures. 
 

Again, thanks for working through this matter with your team. 
 

Cheers, Neil 
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Bob “the builder” 
In case you wondered how Bob Grant was spending his retirement – 
here he is working on the workshop he is building at home. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May, the true season to be jolly! 
 

As most people in New Zealand know the first weekend in May signals to 
over 200,000 Kiwi’s that it is time to head to those Ponds, Rivers, Lakes, 
Harbours, Highlands and Swamps as the first weekend in May every year is 
the Opening weekend of Duck Shooting. 
 

Duck shooting in NZ is recorded as far back as Captain Cooks first Journey 
to NZ in 1769. At that time any bird was fair game and it was more the rule 
to shoot the birds on the ground or on the water rather than in the air. Cook 
had even recorded shooting a number of birds including Brown Teal (more 
or less a flightless duck) and Scaup, Brown Teal are now an endangered 
species in NZ and Scaup are also now protected.  In the late 1800’s hunters 
who shot birds to sell (now also illegal) used Duck Punts with guns fixed to 
the bow. They would paddle these punts up toward the birds sitting on the 
various sand banks, load the doubled barrelled gun and fire up to half a 
pound of shot out of each barrel. They were known to have shot up to 50 
birds at a time.  Hasn’t conservation changed things a lot, for the better I am 
sure. 
 

Duck shooting now is certainly an occasion for the family, brothers, Sisters, 
Grandsons, Great Grandsons all get together for opening weekend. All my 
children have done their time in the old Maimai on those cold winter 
mornings, not forgetting of course all those other thousands of NZer’s that 
shoot with their mates. Many travel away and sleep the Friday night before 
Opening in their Maimai or nearby accommodation. This tradition is as large 
as Duck Shooting itself and is part of the challenge placed before the Duck 
Shooter. I recall many a Friday night sleeping in the bottom of an Aluminium 
boat or on the floor of the Maimai, there’s nothing like it to build the 
anticipation of Opening morning. 
 

For me ducking shooting started in the late 70’s once I obtained my gun 
licence. As a youngster, I found a grey duck decoy on the banks of the 
Waioeka River near Opotiki where I was brought up, for some reason that 
decoy hooked me into duck shooting.  For the last 3 seasons my son 
Matthew (pictured on right) has shot opening weekend with me although he 
has been coming out shooting for much longer. In the Maimai beside ours at 
Ohaupo this year was a Father, Son and Grandson combination, at 8 years 
old this was the Grandsons first season. This particular family has shot in 
the same Maimai of over 40 years; this sort of story would be repeated 
many times all over NZ.  The excitement of Duck Shooting gets in the blood, 
if you don’t like getting up real early, standing out in the pouring rain, having 
wet gum boots and trousers, being out in a howling gale or a frosty foggy 
morning in pretty cold conditions, then duck shooting may not be for you. 
But for a Duck Shooter this is heaven.   
 

The opening morning challenge is to bag a limit (now 10 duck) for some it’s 
to do this exceedingly quickly and be out in time for breakfast, others like 
myself prefer to make a day of it (if you manage to bag 10 at all)  There is 
nothing more satisfying to be in your hide calling the wily old mallards into 
range (against all odds of course) shooting well and sending the dog out to 
retrieve the dropped prey.   To me being there with a mate and watching 
that process, seeing the dog return with the bird(s) is what duck shooting is 
all about.  This season I was really rapt, as my son (pictured) as he shot his 
first Mallard with a 410. Although he has previously shot Paradise ducks 
and other various wounded ducks on the water (no that is not illegal) the 
Mallard shot in the air is the prize bird.  Matthew also this year has his first 
retriever, a black Lab (now 5 months old) that he is presently training, this 
dog will be hunting before this season finishes and I am sure Matthew will 
look forward to the day when he shots a duck and the dog he trained finds it 
and retrieves it.  
 

I’d say the tradition of duck shooting is entrenched in our family and like all 
hunters; I look forward to the days when I can pass that craft onto my Grand 
kids. 

Ray Hayward 

Super 12 competition results:  We had a very close 
competition this year, not knowing who the winner was until 
working out the results after week 12.  This year’s winner 
was Pieter Koers with 119 points; second equal with 117 
points were John Badham, Jo Camilleri, Ron Wilson; and 
third equal with 112 points were Judy Brighting and Tony 
Thompson.  Keep watching the rugby as we plan to run 
another competition for the NPC this year!! 
 

A special thanks to Tom Reidy for the flash/secure entry 
box he made!!! 

Size and speed ratings of tyres – essential  info 
All new tyres are marked with a size and speed rating.  
Below is an example of one marked 185/65R14 86H. 
 

Symbol                              What it means 
 

P Passenger tyre (not always shown). 
 

185 The tyre width (across the tyre) in millimetres when 
fitted to the correct rim and inflated.  A larger number 
means a wider tyre. 

 

65 The profile or aspect ratio.  In this case, the height is 
65 percent of the width. 

 

R Radial construction. 
 

14 Rim diameter (inches).  This can be metric, but very 
rarely. 

 

86 A load index, which allows you to calculate the 
maximum load from the table.  Tyre dealers have 
copies. 86 means this tyre can support a maximum 
load of 530kg.  Not always shown on older tyres. 

 

H The speed rating.  This is the maximum speed the tyre 
will withstand at the rated load, in this case 210km/h. 
Speed ratings are typically from Q (160km/h) to Y 
(300km/h).  Retreads have the speed rating removed, 
but those made to NZS5423 are capable of speeds of 
at least 100km/h. 

 

 Older tyres may have the figures and letters in a 
different order (185 SR13) but they mean the same 
things.  Use the size and speed ratings when checking 
prices, to ensure you are comparing like with like.  
Replacement tyres should always have the same or 
better ratings. 

 

Article provided by Robin Dunmall 


