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A Farewell to our Squatters! 
 

This month we said goodbye to FSD staff, Ron Wilson and Ken 
Housley and their respective section staff; also to Sheryn Ireland 
and Angela Nichol. 
 

In some ways we will be sorry to see them go (although no 
examples come to mind).  However, as their return to FSD is likely 
to raise the average IQ of both FMD and B Block second floor 
inhabitants, the move has to be seen as worthwhile.  The move of 
the oz monster up the hill will also improve the air quality down on 
the plain. 
 

Apart from Ken’s sideline business, we can also recommend his 
b-s skills to any FSD staff who may have the misfortune to receive 
a traffic infringement notice.  He is now honing these skills in 
anticipation of the lifting of his ban from the Casino bar.  The NPC 
tickets normally slipped anonymously under Ron’s office door 
have been put to good use in office raffles!! 
 

Sheryn and Angela have spent most of their time at FMD in the 
production of P, which by all accounts has been a nice little 
earner, although the instructions for use have been a mystery to 
most users. 
 

Ron and Ken have kindly extended an invitation to any FMD staff, 
including the 2-buck man, to drop by to say hello to them in their 
new cupboards.   We wish them all well, and hope they can lift the 
standard of tearoom conversation at least someway toward that 
enjoyed at FMD. 

FMD Social Club 
 

Reminder:  There will be a “free” lunchtime sausage sizzle, in the 
FMD courtyard, on Wednesday 10th August. 
 
Bus Trips:  The social club are planning another two bus trips this 
year.  Details of these will be available closer to the time, via email 
and notices on the board in the FMD tearoom.   
 
Digital Camera Raffle:  The camera was won by Ron Wilson, with 
the two $25 prizes being won by Tom Reidy and Mike Cagney. 
 
Don Llewellyn Pavilion:  Some FMD staff visit the Pavilion 
regularly after work on a Friday night, but we thought it would be 
an idea to have a monthly get-together for those interested (buy 
your own), at the Pavilion, after work on the last Friday of the 
month.   
 
Thanks again to everyone who support the raffles.  As 
mentioned before, the proceeds of the raffles are what 
subsidise our Social club activities! 

Tom Reidy
 

Slpelnig is a Bereze!! 
 

I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I 
was rdanieg The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan 
mnid aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde 
Uinervtisy, it deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in 
a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tinhg is taht the frist and 
lsat ltteers be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl 
mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is 
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by 
istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Amzanig huh? Yaeh 
and I awlyas thguoht slpeling was ipmorantt! 

 S Block Extension Taking shape 
                                                                       

Three months into the project, good progress is being made, 
despite the weather and one or two “incidents”.  As can be 
seen, the basic construction comprises pre-cast concrete 
panels fabricated at Te Rapa, set into concrete foundations at 
the base and tied together at the top with structural steel 
beams and trusses.  In the centre foreground the large 
theatre is taking shape, and a smaller theatre will fill the gap 
behind.  To the centre right the two other small theatres are 
also underway.  Between, running north-south will be a series 
of columns to support the “aerofoil” roof on the atrium 
extension.  Special attention is being paid to the 
waterproofing of in-ground foundations. 
 
 

Completion and handover is due at the end of May, which will 
allow ITS to install and test-run their equipment in readiness 
for B Semester teaching.   
 
 

Final costs, including design fees and equipment are
expected to be in the order of $5 million. 
 

John Badham - 29/7/05

Hatch and Dispatch Conundrums 
 

A woman gave birth to two sons on the same hour of the same day 
of the same year, but they weren’t twins.  How is this possible? 
 

An elderly sheik had seventeen camels which he wished to 
bequeath to his three sons in his will.  In keeping with family 
custom, the eldest son was to receive half the camels, the second 
son one third of the camels, and the youngest son one ninth of the 
camels.  This posed a problem as he could not afford to buy any 
more camels, nor could he bear to part with any.  How did he 
resolve this dilemma? 

(Answers next month!) 

 

A man of destiny knows that beyond this 
hill lies another and another.   

The journey is never complete. … 
 

F W de Klerk



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Brighting, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

  
 
 
 
  

Octane – What is it?   
 

Are you tempted to buy a high Octane gasoline for your car because you want to improve its performance? If so, take note: the 
recommended gasoline for most cars is regular 91 Octane. In fact, in most cases, using a higher Octane gasoline than your 
owner's manual recommends offers absolutely no benefit. It won't make your car perform better, go faster, get better mileage or 
run cleaner. Your best bet: listen to your owner's manual. 
 

The only time you might need to switch to a higher Octane level is if your car engine knocks when you use the recommended 
fuel. This happens to a small percentage of cars. 
 

Unless your engine is knocking, buying higher Octane gasoline is a waste of money, too. Premium gas costs 5 to 10 cents per 
litre more than regular. That can add up to $100 or more a year in extra costs. Studies indicate that altogether, drivers may be 
spending hundreds of millions of dollars each year for higher Octane gas than they need. 
 

What are Octane ratings? 
 

Octane ratings measure a gasoline's ability to resist engine knock, NOT A MEASURE OF POWER, a rattling or pinging sound 
that results from premature ignition of the compressed fuel-air mixture in one or more cylinders. Most gas stations offer three 
Octane grades: regular (usually 91 Octane), mid-grade (usually 95 Octane) and premium (usually 98). The ratings must be 
posted on bright yellow stickers on each gasoline pump. 
 

What's the right Octane level for your car? 
 

Check your owner's manual to determine the right Octane level for your car. Regular Octane is recommended for most cars. 
However, some cars with high compression engines, like sports cars and certain luxury cars, need mid-grade or premium 
gasoline to prevent knock. 
 

How can you tell if you're using the right Octane level? Listen to your car's engine. If it doesn't knock when you use the 
recommended Octane, you're using the right grade of gasoline. 
 

Will higher Octane gasoline clean your engine better? 
 

As a rule, high Octane gasoline does not outperform regular Octane in preventing engine deposits from forming, in removing 
them, or in cleaning your car's engine. In fact, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requires that all Octane grades of all 
brands of gasoline contain engine cleaning detergent additives to protect against the build-up of harmful levels of engine deposits 
during the expected life of your car. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          Article provided by Robin Dunmall, Manager, Technical Services 

TEFMA Workshops 2005 “Future Learning Environments” 
 

Two workshops were held on this topic in 2005.  The first was in Brisbane in March, and the second in Christchurch in July.  Both 
workshops centred on trends in establishing new learning spaces in universities.  This includes, not only formal places such as 
lecture theatres and laboratories, but also student spaces such as studios and libraries.  It also includes internal and external 
social spaces, essential to a campus where people want to be. 
 

Important requirements are: 
 

 “Meet and greet” spaces Access to services Quiet spaces  
 Study areas Relaxing spaces Eating places 
 Play facilities Cultural areas 

 

Challenges facing designers are customer services need to be “student-friendly”, easily accessible, be responsive to changing 
needs and not continue to suffer from chronic under-funding. 
 

The main topics at Brisbane included trends in teaching and learning facilities, and wireless technology. Christchurch continued 
with papers on distance learning using interactive data projection technology.  Both workshops included case studies of lecture 
theatres, libraries and overall campus planning, and at each workshop a paper was presented by a student giving their 
perspectives on requirements for effective and friendly learning environments.  For further details on the Brisbane workshop see: 
http://www.tefma.com/infoservices/papers/2005_FutureLearningEnvironments_Workshop_Mar05/index.jsp 
 

On the afternoon of the first day at Christchurch, the workshop attendees visited the Antarctic Centre.  This is a wonderful facility 
and well worth the visit.  Most people risked the -20oC blizzard room, and took the opportunity to ride on the all-terrain Antarctic 
vehicle, the Hagglund (see photo below-left), an amazing vehicle that can even float in water for short periods. 
 

Later in the week I was lucky enough to have a tour of the Christchurch Air New Zealand maintenance facility (see photo below-
right of a brand-new Airbus being prepared for its first commercial flight).  The hanger can hold four such “737”-sized aircraft at 
one time.  The hanger will also take a jumbo jet, but as this leaves little room for other planes, these are usually serviced at 
Auckland.                                                                                                                                                                John Badham  


