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                             The Battle for Lone Pin  
             

                                  Prior to commencing any military mission, all mission specialists concerned  
                                  are called together for  an “O” group, this is an occasion where all details  
                                  of the mission are explained and orders are distributed. An integral part of 
                                 the “O” group is the dissemination of the mission by GSMEAC.    
                                 (Ground, Situation, Mission, Execution, Actions and Communication.) 
 
                                 Such was the situation on Tuesday evening 13/9/05, when, faced with overwhelming  
odds, the Portering staff of: Merv “Striker” Kapea, Derek “I won’t hurt my shoulder” Freeman and Laurie  
“Gutter ball” Drummond were thrown into pitched battle with members of the grounds staff gang.   
Tony “ I only support Aussie when they win” Duke, Shar “social tree climber” Te Mara, Steve “tricky pig”  
Cunningham and Steve’s wife to be Karen “the night nurse” were understandably confident that they  
would come out with a win. 
 
Below see the mission briefing: 
 

“G” -Sky City entertainment centre, the Deck, 10 pin bowling alleys, usually the alleys are well lit so there is not much cover for 
surveillance operatives, 20 lanes to choose from and be aware that the enemy could be shielded by any of the general public who 
frequent the area. Loud music and flashing lights are used to disorientate infiltrating teams. 
 
“S” -The Porters have been challenged to 2 games of 10 pin against the Grounds staff , at stake is “THE LONE PIN” and 
bragging rights until the next game .Porter Intelligence has information that the dreaded “night nurse” is an ex Waikato  champion 
bowler ( or was the information leaked in an attempt to Psychologically disadvantage the porters).  
 
“M” -The (outnumbered) porters as defenders of justice and goodness, are tasked to play the game fairly but with great skill, 
dexterity and indeed intestinal fortitude, this against an enemy who, it is well known, will try every dirty trick in the book to wrest 
the “THE LONE PIN “from the porters grasp. 
 
“E”-Porters are to uplift appropriate high fashion Italian designed stealth mode footwear, choose personal weapon of choice i.e. 
coloured bowling ball and infiltrate to the Point of Departure at the front of the bowling lane.  Take up arms and strike the pins at 
the end of the alley with surgical precision , it is well known that a surgical strike will leave little if any collateral damage to spare  
.A high degree of success is required if the forces of evil are to be defeated . 
 
“A” – Actions to be taken – If attempts are made by the ground staff to introduce distractions in the immediate area of conflict i.e.: 
scantily clad female members of the general public or  shouts of encouragement or derision, porters are to ignore these actions 
with the utmost dignity.  
 
If ground staff are seen to be doctoring the balls and the score, then, porters being gentlemen and sportsmen will not retaliate but 
rather, attempt to see the reason behind such dastardly deeds and of course take great pity upon those perpetrating the said 
actions. 
 
Portering staff who see that the ground staff may be ahead in the scoring (an unlikely occurrence ) are to react with speed .skill 
and intestinal fortitude to increase the porters score and snuff the ground staff out like candles in the wind.  
 
“C” As the volume of noise in the area of operation may be extremely high, the use of sign language may be required; if so the 
use of the high 5 is permitted and no doubt will be used  
frequently by Merv, Derek and Laurie.  And so it was that 
 on the night of battle, against a numerically superior  
force, the porters won the coveted “Lone Pin.” 
 
Truth, Justice and Goodness once again triumphed over  
the forces of evil, but be aware that when the next battle  
takes place the result may be different. 
 
Ground staff are known for their cunning and guile, they  
can be expected to retaliate with all means at their  
disposal including: ring-ins, supplying copious amounts  
of alcohol to the porters etc to win “The Lone Pin”,  
and who knows what will happen if the Ground staff are  
joined by other members of the FMD team? 
 

Our Thanks to Clive Hobson for designing and  
making “The Lone Pin”  
 

                                                             Article supplied by Laurie Drummond 
 
There is more about this challenge over the page – from The  
Grounds point of view!! 

Some important 
forthcoming dates

 

28 Nov-5 Dec: 
WIPCE conference 

 
31 Oct: 

Graduation Marae 
 

1 Nov: 
Graduation Founders

 
6 Nov: 

SPCA Pets 
 Big Day Out 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Brighting, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

What if Dr Seuss wrote technical manuals?  
by Gene Ziegler 
 
If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port,  
and the bus is interrupted at a very last resort,  
and the access of the memory makes your floppy disk abort,  
then the socket packet pocket has an error to report.  
 
If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a dash,  
and the double-clicking icon puts your window in the trash,  
and your data is corrupted cause the index doesn't hash,  
then your situation's hopeless and your system's gonna crash!  
 
If the label on the cable on the table at your house  
says the network is connected to the button on your mouse,  
but your packets want to tunnel to another protocol,  
that's repeatedly rejected by the printer down the hall, 
 
And your screen is all distorted by the side effects of gauss,  
so your icons in the window are as wavy as a souse;  
then you may as well reboot and go out with a bang,  
'cos sure as I'm a poet, the sucker's gonna hang.  
 
When the copy on your floppy's getting sloppy in the disk,  
and the macro code instructions cause unnecessary risk,  
then you'll have to flash the memory and you'll want to RAM your ROM ... 
Quickly turn off the computer and be sure to tell your Mom! 
 

Supplied by Tony Dicks

The Lone Pin – from Grounds point of view  
(written by Tony Duke) 
 

The first challenge for "The lone pin", another fine upstanding work of art by Clive Hobson, between the Grounds crew ( Tony 
"Striker" Duke, Shar "Splitpins" Temara, Steve "The Spare" Cunningham and Karyn "Shall we start to play now" Cunningham) and 
the Demonic porters (Mervin The Magician, Derek "Hypnotic" Freeman and Laurie "Poker face" Drummond) was won by the porters 
in a manner considered by some to be rather underhand. To start with the evil wizard mervin put one of his foul spells on our lane, 
not to mention super gluing one of our pins to the floor, and shoulder charging Tony "Striker" duke while in the process of bowling a 
ball. Then there was Derek "the hypnotic" Freeman who's balls swung so slowly it made the grounds team fall asleep thus allowing 
Laurie "Poker face" Drummond time to run down and knock over the pins in the porter lane. Never the less the Demonic Porters 
were victorious on the night, and the grounds were well done. But!!!!! stay tuned for if no challenge is forthcoming from elsewhere in 
FMD towards the Demonic porters. Grounds will unleash its most devastating weapon yet, in the form of Malcolm "Apocalypse" 
Redpath, BWAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA. 
 

  
 
 
 
  

Staff update 
 

We welcome the following staff to the Support Services 
section of FMD, namely: 
 

• Part-time Caretakers - Lee-Ann Head, Aneta Pio, 
George Liu and Ivan Bell! 

• Mail Centre Clerk (P/T)  - Jennifer Van Syp. 
 

We also have Carole Keenan making sure we all still 
receive a cuppa while Donna Woodcock is off work with 
a broken leg (still in hospital at the time of putting this 
newsletter out!) 

On 27th August and 6th September the Waikato Divisional 15 used the Uni 
No.1 rugby ground to host two of its NPC games.  The ground was a 
happy hunting ground for Waikato, with two walkovers. They beat King 
Country 42-7 and North Harbour 32-3.  Both games were watched by 
about 100 spectators. And the feedback from the team about the grounds 
was positive.                                                                     (Article by Tony Duke)
 

 

FMD Social Club update 
 

Sat 12 Nov 05:  Trip to Auckland Zoo & MOTAT:   
This trip is now full. For those who are taking children - 
remember they are your responsibility on the day!    
The bus departs from the FMD yard at 8am.    
Cost is $10 per adult (16+ years) – children free.  Please 
give your money to Tom Reidy as soon as possible. 
This covers the cost of the bus and entry to zoo.   
You will need money for entry to MOTAT, for 
meals/drinks during the day (bus will stop at Mercer food 
court on the way to/from Auckland). 
If you have any queries re this trip contact Tom Reidy. 
 

Fri 9th Dec 05:  FMD Staff/Partners Xmas Function: 
This is being held on campus at the Don Llewellyn Bar.  
It will include a catered meal and band.  Further details 
will be provided shortly – meantime please reserve this 
date in your calendar. 
 

Raffles:  
Thanks again to those who support the social club 
raffles as these are what subsidise the many social club 
activities.  If you want a raffle ticket or have any ideas for 
social activities see Tom Reidy. 

Interesting Fact
 

The United States has an oil reserve at least three times 
that of Saudi Arabia locked in oil-shale deposits beneath 
federal land in Colorado, Utah and Wyoming, according 
to a recent study. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Are you paying too much for electricity? 
 

Check Consumer to see if you are with the cheapest 
power supplier.  
 

A free analysis is available here - make sure you have a 
power bill before you start: 

http://www.consumer.org.nz/powerswitch/default.asp 
 

Supplied by Robin Dunmall

JUST A THOUGHT … 
 

Asking me to overlook a simple safety violation would be asking me to 
compromise my entire attitude towards the value of your life! 

 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN QUALITY WORK & CUSTOMER SATISFACTION: 
 
 

QUALITY WORK is conformance to requirements 
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION is conformance to expectations 

 

This newsletter is for all FMD staff to share info – if 
you have something you would like to contribute let 

Judy know (keep it brief and interesting) –  
Remember it goes “on-line”!! 


