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Resource Management Act 1991 – is it protecting our environment from unsustainable development,  
or is it ‘business‐as‐usual’? 
 

You may have heard from the media recently the government is to amend the RMA (yet again!).  There is no doubt the RMA has 
produced some benefits over the plethora of overlapping and ad hoc statutes it replaced 18 years ago.  There is now greater 
public and iwi involvement in environmental matters, and improved state‐of‐the‐environment reporting is highlighting the 
continuing problems.  There have also been some environmental gains from the planning and resource consent processes, 
particularly where the pollution source can be clearly identified, such as from factories.   
 

However, pollution of air, water and soils from general development continues to rise.  The two main ‘culprits’ are urban sprawl, 
and intensification of farming, particularly dairy farming.   Both of these sources are increasing diffuse pollution, from roads and 
carparks, farm runoff, construction sites, etc.  The main consequences are loss of productive soils, and pollution of rivers, lakes 
and underground waterways.  Many of our streams are no longer safe to swim in or take drinking water from, and many wells 
now have high levels of nitrates and bacteria.  One measure of environmental health is biodiversity.  The range of plants, and 
animals and micro‐organisms is proportional to the strength of the environment to resist damage from pollution.  Damage from 
introduced pest plants and animals is destroying the native plants and animals that provide this ecosystem resilience. 
 

So, despite the RMA, we are still on a ‘slippery slope’.  Our ‘clean‐green’ image is rapidly becoming a myth, with serious 
consequences for the environment and for future trade.  My own view is that the RMA is so ambiguously worded, in an effort to 
please everyone, that it is easily circumvented by those with the social capital (‘financial clout’) to do so.  Will our politicians ever 
have the courage to adequately balance the drive for the almighty dollar with protecting the natural world that provides the very 
basis of our existence?   Sadly, not yet, but hopefully sometime soon before it is too late.   
 

Further reading:  Ministry for the Environment ‘Environment New Zealand 2007’ (www.mfe.govt.nz).                                   
 John Badham  

Replacing the Chiller on the Library 
 

On 7th July the Student Centre project reached another 
milestone when the old chiller was taken off the roof of the 
building and the new unit was lifted into place. 
 

The old chiller was nearly at the end of its life and the 
Student Centre project provided the stimulus for it to be 
replaced by a modern chiller that will be far more efficient, 
reducing running costs as well as maintenance. As there is 
no demand for chilled air at this time of the year, the 
installation has been programmed to take advantage of the 
fact and we hope to have it all commissioned before the 
weather warms up in the Spring. 
 

Apart from the new chiller there are also extensive changes 
being made to ducts and pipework in the plantroom with 
extra airhandling facilities being provided for the new east 
wing.  

Tony Dicks

Lights, Camera, Action!!
 

Greetings, you may be aware of my involvement with Community 
Patrols of New Zealand. Part of my role in this voluntary 
organisation is to sit on the National council and to take on various 
projects that the chairperson feels I am suitable for.  Over the past 3 
years my role has included promoting the organisation nationally. 
 

With limited funds it was quite a task. However I managed to pry a 
sum of money from our coffers and spent a lot of my personal leave 
time, weekends and evenings co‐producing a promotional DVD. 
 

I was involved in selection of the production company used to 
produce the DVD. I negotiated the contracts between the 
Production Company and CPNZ. I dealt with the selection of the 
front person for the DVD and decided on Pio Terei who did sterling 
job for us and I re‐scripted the original script to suit our needs and 
also raised more funding to complete and distribute the DVD.  
 

The DVD is aimed at raising awareness with potential corporate 
sponsors, recruiting new members and helping to set up new 
patrols around the country. The DVD has also been instrumental in 
the setting up of community based patrols in Adelaide and the 
Northern Territories of Australia and I believe there is interest in 
Ireland as well. So all in all a great investment for CPNZ and the hard 
work put in to get it produced. 
 

But wait there’s more, I received notification two weeks ago that 
the DVD had won a silver medal in the ‘not for profit’ category of 
the International Telly awards in New York. Selected out of some 
1400 entries, it is yet another great result for CPNZ and all of the 
work put into producing the DVD. You can view the DVD on the 
CPNZ website:  www.communitypatrols.org.nz.  

 

Laurie Drummond
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Step Challenge ‐ Team Winner “Elite Mix” – prize was a Kayaking trip at Karapiro on 10th July 
 
 

            
                                     Pictured above are Kenny Kuunders and his daughter Megan  
 

The Elite Mix’s prize for winning the 2009 Step It Up challenge was a guided Kayaking trip on Lake Karapiro to view one of the 
waterfalls that feed the river sponsored by The Boatshed.  The trip was arranged to be taken on the 11th July, and although several 
members of the Elite Mix (Judy Swetman, UB Van Jaarsveld, Katie Laurence and Liam Eldridge) couldn’t make it, Kenny Kuunders 
and his daughter Megan along with me (Faye) and my son Talor did enjoy the day out.  
 

The guide, Richard, gave us some initial training on the use of the rudder and paddles and then away we went.  We kayaked for
about 1½ km down the river to an inlet to see the waterfall shown. We managed to manoeuvre the kayaks in small spaces to turn 
them around for the trip back. 
 

On the way out we had faced a head wind making paddling quite difficult, and thinking we would have to paddle on the way back 
but it also meant we would have assistance, but we got more assistance when the guide suggested we pull the kayaks together 
and hoist a sail, which we did and we cruised back to the landing to end of our trip. 

Pictures & write‐up supplied by Faye Kett 

Make The Most Of Each Day 
A bank credits your account each morning with $86,400. 
It carries over no balance to tomorrow. 
Every evening you lose the balance you failed to use during 
the day. 
What would you do? 
Draw out every cent, of course!!!!! 
Each of us has such a bank. 
It’s name is TIME. 
Every morning it credits you with 86,400 seconds. 
 

Contributed by Neil Hindman
 

  
 
 
 
  

‘America is the only country that went from barbarism to decadence 
without civilisation in between.’ 

Oscar Wilde, Poet and Dramatist (1854‐1900) 
 

***   ***   *** 

‘There is a maxim among these lawyers, that whatever hath been 
done before, may legally be done again: and therefore they take 

special care to record all the decisions formerly made against 
common justice and the general reason of mankind.’ 

Jonathan Swift, Author and Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral (1667‐1745) 
 
 

***   ***   *** 

‘The Duchess smashed the bottle against the bow and amid the 
applause of the crowd she slid on her greasy bottom into the sea.’  

Report in Belfast newspaper 

GREAT SHOT: At just the right time of year, the right time and place 
caught this almost perfect reflection image on the Chapel lake a 
few weeks ago.  
 

Thanks again to Nan Sinclair for capturing the moment.    

FMD Social Club Function at Vilagrads 
 

 

On Saturday 25th July 30 staff with their partners turned up 
at Vilagrads for our mid year social.  The night was a success 
– delicious food and excellent band had them dancing. 
 

Thanks again for attending. 
Tom Reidy for Social Club


