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Greetings for the New Year 
 

Over the break I went and spent a very 
cold Christmas in England and Amsterdam. 
Some of you will remember Jared (who’s  
in the photo below) who worked here with 
Pieter and also Hemi some years back, and 
is now based in Amsterdam and so we had 
Christmas with him in his apartment there  
amidst the ice and snow, complete with  
snow on Christmas Day. 
 

The top picture shows John Patterson’s  
backyard (some will remember John who  
filled the position that John Badham now  
fulfils) and has a magnificent setting in the 
Peak District National Park.  We spent four 
very busy and enjoyable days there. 
 

The bottom photo shows me for the first  
time ever in a kilt, to go to a friend’s  
wedding in Stoke on Trent.  The wedding 
was a combined English and Indian  
wedding so my wife Justine is in a sari  
(which was donated to her by the bride’s 
family) and thus we had an Indian  
ceremony first, followed by a civil  
ceremony with all of the groom and his  
best man, etc in kilts, and myself also in  
a kilt acting as Jamie’s father (both his  
parents are dead and he boarded with us 
for a number of years, hence my role).  It  
was a thoroughly enjoyable wedding,  
though I must say that kilts and the rest of the garb are very hot to wear, particularly on the dance floor!  For those 
who wish to ask the question that’s always asked about kilts, the answer is “I am not going to tell you”.   
 

I am now back to a very warm summer and hopefully a good year for all of us within Facilities Management.  Most of 
the uncertainty of the last year or two is now gone and I hope we can move forward positively in providing the usual 
standard of excellent service to the University, along with ensuring we also have some fun as we do it! 
 

All the best for the year!    
Regards John 
 
 
 
 
 

FMD Social Club 
 

Sausage Sizzle Lunch 
Free sausage sizzle in the FMD 
courtyard at midday on Wed 23rd Feb. 
 

March/April 
We are planning a day out sometime in 
March or April.  This will possibly be a 
boat excursion.  We will keep you 
informed. 
 

Raffles 
There are a few spare numbers left in 
the raffle/lotto.  If you are interested in 
a ticket please see Faye. 
 

 
James Dean 
(Porter) left the 
University on 
Friday 11th Feb.   
 

A small farewell 
morning tea was 
held in the FMD 
courtyard as a 
thank you for the 
past 3 years’ 
service and to 
wish him well for 
the future. 
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Christchurch earthquake aftermath 
 

In January Grietje and I spent a few days in Christchurch.  One of the things that struck us (no pun intended) was the 
random effect of the main September earthquake, and the Boxing Day aftershock.  Some apparently old CBD buildings 
seemed undamaged, while others, such as those below, will require demolition or major repair.  Throughout the 
suburbs, too, there were large numbers of missing chimneys. 
 

At 6.03am on the Thursday morning we were due to leave we were awakened in our hotel by a 5.3 aftershock.  It 
continued for about 30 seconds without any noise, and felt like the building was floating on a rolling sea.  Then, just 
before lunch while we were in the Christchurch Art Centre (old Canterbury University buildings), a second aftershock 
struck.  It was quite unlike the earlier one – a short and sharp jolt with a loud bang, like a truck had hit the building!  
Whilst it was a novelty for us, Asian tourists with us seemed quite panicky, and the shopkeepers who have suffered so 
many aftershocks seemed quite stressed and undecided whether to leave the building. 
 

An oil leak in the port engine of our aircraft while taxiing for take-off delayed our departure for home that evening, and 
made for an interesting end to an all too brief holiday.  John Badham 
 

  
 
 

  

Following our return from the 
holiday break, Nan Sinclair 
spotted two young ruru (New 
Zealand’s native owl) in the 
fernery – since then we have 
spotted three of them. We 
have known we have had a 
pair for some time but to 
have success with offspring is 
great. They nest in the tree 
hollows, cavities and 
amongst rocks, and can have 
up to three eggs between 
October and November. 
 

Photo provided by Nan Sinclair 
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