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Hi 
 

I am Isaac Arnold and I  
have started as a Porter at the  
University.  I originate from  
Upper Hutt where I did most of  
my schooling, but in 2003 my  
family moved to Hamilton and I  
went to Hillcrest High School for  
a year.  
 

On leaving school I did a pre- 
automotive course before  
working at REPCO Te Rapa.  I  
then completed a pre-plumbing  
course at WINTEC but the recession hit and I could not gain 
an apprenticeship.  As a result, I worked for Trade Staff 
(City Care) and REPCO part-time, before a short stint at 
Freedom Furniture.   
 

I am very pleased to be working for the University in a full-
time position and I particularly enjoy the Monday to Friday 
hours.  All my previous jobs have always taken up the 
weekends, which have dampened the social life a bit.  I 
need to rectify this. 
 

I really like getting out and about the University and 
meeting different people.  I am finding everyone very 
friendly and welcoming around the place.  I enjoy gaming, 
soccer, cricket and hockey and I am very interested in 
History.  I am also hoping to keep fit at the Uni, perhaps do 
a bit of social sport.  I have located the University Library 
DVD collection and I am working my way through the 
History of the World Wars.  I like the University and the 
campus and I am looking forward to being part of the 
Facilities Management Division.  
 

My name is Gary Dancocks.  I am the new Maintenance 
Diagnostics Electrician. 
 

I live in Cambridge, married with two children – both 
boys.  One is 21 and lives in the UK, the other is 13 and 
goes to Cambridge High School. 
 

My hobbies and interests are fishing, kayaking and 
tramping. 
 

If you see me around say hello. 
 

 

 

A farewell morning tea for  
Leigh Harrison was held  
at the Grounds workshop  
on Thursday 10th March.  
  
Leigh has taken a position 
as Gardener with the  
Hamilton City Council.  
 
Pictured:  Leigh presented 
with a book on natives  
and a small kowhai. 
  
Picture:  Thanks to Nan  
Sinclair 
 

FMD Staff Movements:  March has been a month of comings and goings with a few staff changes.  This month we 
have welcomed Isaac Arnold and Gary Dancocks, and farewelled Leigh Harrison and Donna Woodcock. 

Donna Woodcock retired from the University, after 10 
years as one of our Tea Attendants. The picture below 
was taken at her farewell morning tea, held in the FMD 
tearoom on her last day (25th March). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Pictured are (left-right) – Donna, Carole Keenan & Grace Weight 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 
 

 

Balloons Over Waikato Nightglow --- This Weekend 
 

 
 

This is just a reminder that the Balloons Over Waikato 
Nightglow is being held on campus this Saturday night (2nd 
April) from 4-9pm. 
 

Bring your families and friends along for a great evening. 
 

Their programme and other information (buses, parking) can be 
found on the BOW website at www.balloonsoverwaikato.co.nz. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  

On the 4th March FMD staff took part in the National Red and Black Day for the Christchurch Earthquake Appeal, 
collecting $165.80 on the day.  This photo shows only some of those who took part – there were others who were 
absent from the photo as had commitments at the time the picture was being taken.   
 

 
 
 

FMD Social Club update 
 

Saturday 16th April - Bus/Boat trip 
 

Trip to Waiheke Island with the Riverhead Ferry Co   
 

 
For more info on their cruises refer to their website:  

http://www.riverheadferry.co.nz 
 

The bus will leave from Facilities Management (Gate 
3a) at 7.30am sharp.   
 

The boat leaves Half Moon Bay, Auckland at 10am, 
returning at 3pm.  The cruise is for approximately 5 
hours, including a stop on Waiheke for an hour.  
Morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea are included. 
 

The cost for the day out is $75 each but this will be 
subsidized by the Social Club.  You only have to pay 
$30 each, including the bus – payment is due by 5th 
April so the Social Club can confirm numbers. 
 

Any queries re this trip see Tom Reidy or one of the 
Social Club reps. 

U Leisure Wellness Activities 
You should have received the emails about the U Leisure 
Wellness Focus which is running from 4th to 21st April.  If you 
want to take part in any of these activities contact Ellen van der 
Knapp on ext 5162 or email ellenvdk@waikato.ac.nz. 
 

Step Challenge 
The 2011 Step Challenge is being held from 3rd to 28th May – 
make sure you have your pedometers ready.  FMD won the 
trophy for most teams last year – see what we can do this year. 
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