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  Tom Reidy’s Farewell 

 

Tom retired on 1st June 2012, after 22 years of service.  
 

A farewell morning tea was enjoyed by the large crowd that 
attended. 
Tom was astounded that so many people attended, he thought 
about this for some time, then realised it was because of the 
free food. 
 

FMD thanked Tom for his sterling effort over the 22 years and 
presented him with a gift voucher to put towards a Lazy Boy 
chair, Tom has had his eye on at Forlongs. 
 

Now that Tom has retired he hopes to spend more time with 
his eight mokopunas and completing projects on June’s list. 
 

Moving to Thames and learning to use his wood lathe is on 
Tom’s bucket list. 

Pieter Koers 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pictured left-right: Peter Duggan, Pieter Koers, Tom, Bryan Wells 
& Bob Grant.  More pictures can be seen on the FMD shared 
drive, under FMD_All\Toms Farewell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Day 11th May 
 

Below is a thank you sent to Security from Susan Law, Student Recruitment 
Manager 
 

Thank you all very much for the great assistance you provided with 
the preparations for Open Day and then on the actual day, including 
the tractor to tow the buses!  I know extra work would have been 
created for the Grounds Staff having so many visitors on campus on 
the actual day – please pass on our thanks, Mark.  
 

We really appreciate your support and work which allows the 
University to deliver a great experience for students, parents and 
teachers.                                                   Kind regards, Susan   
 

(Picture to left taken on Open Day - provided by Ray Hayward) 
 

Noble Tuau 
 

We were 
saddened with  
the sudden loss of 
Noble Tuau two 
weeks ago.  
 

Noble was a  
member of the  
Grounds team  
since 1991 and 
carried out a 
variety of tasks, 
during recent 
years he 
maintained the 
eastern section of 
Campus.                     
 

His dedication to his work and commitment to his 
responsibilities could not be overstated. 
 

A service was held at the Hemi Tapu Marae in Frankton 
on Wed 30th May with family, friends, colleagues and 
former Grounds staff.   
 

Picture supplied by Blair McDonnell.     ---   Mark Thompson 
 

  
 

Rachael, are you 
sure you want to 

dive into the glass 
recycling skip. I 

don’t think any of 
the wine bottles  

are full?! 



 

China wasn’t somewhere I had ever wanted to visit, but the opportunity presented itself so I thought why not. 
 
The main purpose of the trip was to walk The Great Wall Marathon, 
42.4km in distance around the Chinese countryside and over 3.5 km of 
the Great Wall of China, twice. 
 
After achieving this, the rest of the time in china was spent 
sightseeing. 
 
Beijing was full of smog and traffic, which seemed to flow most of the 
time and only stopped in peak traffic time, much like here, just more 
of it. Tiananmen Square was huge and full of visitors, mainly Chinese 
from other parts of china visiting and queuing to see Mao. They would 
line up in their hundreds maybe thousands for hours having had to 
give up their belongings. No bags or cameras were allowed and I have 
no idea where these would have been stored.  
 
The Forbidden City is huge, once inside the first gate, you just keep 
going and going until you come out the other side apparently it would 
take days to see every building inside the walls of this enclosure. 
 
After Beijing, I visited Xian, home of the Terracotta Warriors. This is 
another huge complex. The pits  
inside these buildings are full  
hundreds of reconstructed  
warriors and horses and of 
broken pieces that have yet to  
be retrieved.  
Xian city itself has a wall, much  
like the Great Wall and built  
around the same time. This wall  
is complete and encircles the  
inner part of Xian. It is lit up at  
night and is quite picturesque.  
 
From there I flew to Chengdu  
and the research centre where  
the Pandas are and on the day I  
visited all the pandas were on  
display. They generally don’t  
come out if it’s too hot or too  
cold, so I was lucky especially 
seeing a mother with her seven  
cubs.  
 
Hong Kong was my last stop before heading home. Nathan Street is 
the main street in Hong Kong and believe me it is very long. A visit to 
the markets in the middle area and a left turn when leaving them 
found us at the wrong end of it. We had to do a 180° turn and walk for 
a 30 odd mins at a good pace to get back to the hotel in order to check 
out and get to the airport on time to get home. 

Faye Kett 

Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online (where the pictures are a lot clearer) at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 
For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s a busy time for staff travelling overseas at present – hopefully we will get a write-up on some of these trips: 
 

Trevor Harris currently in the UK  ---  Paul Blair is in China and Thailand 
Hemi Dean is in Bali  --- John Badham is heading to the UK 

Bryan Wells is going to the UK for the Olympics 
 

Any other trips planned ???? 
 
 

mailto:judyb@waikato.ac.nz�

	FMD, University of Waikato

