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  A STEP UP 
 

Gary Mitchell has a new job title.   
 

Gary’s former title was Electrical & Mechanical trades assistant.  However, Gary has   
completed study and received registration under the Electricians Registration Act as Electrical 
Appliance Serviceman. 
 

Gary has also received further training and has much expanded his work complexity for the 
University since he was first appointed.   
 

Gary is now employed as an Electrical Technician. 
  
 

Staff Recognition 
This is one of 25 nominations received in FSEN for the Unsung Heroes award for Liz Hartnell 
(pictured) (see also the September issue of Community). 
 

"Liz is definitely an unsung hero!  She is so incredibly hard-working, takes enormous pride in 
her work and really makes a difference to our working environment.   Liz always works with a 
smile on her face and will always greet you with a cheery hello.  She is fantastic! 
 

(I would also like to sing the praises of Tony and Bert, who work with Liz.  They do such a 
fantastic job too.  They are awesome and definitely deserve recognition for the great work 
they all do). 
 

Judith Burrows, Advanced Technician, School of Science" 
 

Thanks to Vicki Smith (FSEN) for sending this through to us. 

On 12th September Bryan 
Wells retired after 7½ 
years at FMD. 
 

At a function at FMD he 
was presented with Mitre 
10 vouchers and T-shirts. 
 

Bryan has moved to 
Whakatane and he hopes 
to pursue his love of 
cycling and travelling. 
 

During Christmas, Bryan 
and Eve will be in the UK 
seeing their new grandson 
for the first time. 
 

When they return to NZ, Bryan has a part-time job with 
the Police in the Whakatane and surrounding districts as 
a handyman.                                  
 
 

Samoan Memorial 
 

Many FM staff will remember that whilst my wife Justine and I 
were on holiday in Samoa in September 2012, Justine died 
suddenly from a blood infection, and we subsequently had the 
funeral at the Academy of Performing Arts. 
 

The hospital services in Samoa are fairly rudimentary and so 
instead of people sending flowers or anything I requested they 
make a donation to a bank account, and in September of this year 
(in fact flying on the anniversary of her death), nine members of 
our family went back to Samoa to donate about $9,000 to the 
Samoa Hospital to assist in the provision of better quality 
healthcare.   
 

Three of our four children came with us, along with Justine’s 
mother, and we had a small ceremony with the Samoan Minister 
of Health and the General Manager of the hospital, and handed 
the money over.  It was an experience of closure for all of us, and 
after that event we went off and had a few days holiday sitting in 
the sun, swimming in the sea, and snorkelling on the reef.  
 

Overall, whilst there were some difficult moments, it was a very 
beneficial and healing experience, and for those who would like 
to read more about it this link goes to the article that was in the 
Samoan Observer the following week – 
 

http://www.samoaobserver.ws/home/headlines/11573 
 

John Cameron 

 

http://www.samoaobserver.ws/home/headlines/11573
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The Brits at the Beach weekend is not a chance for poms to put the handkerchiefs on their 
heads and roll up their trouser legs, but is a car show, almost exclusively for ancient and 
modern British cars, plus an awesome weekend of fun. With a Village Fete, Scruffs Dog Show, 
Food & Drink, Music, Cars,  
Fancy Dress, Brits at the  
Beach had something for  
everyone to enjoy. 
                       Robin Dunmall 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Holiday in Alaska:  We had never been on a cruise before but decided to listen to some of our friends and book a cruise 
through the Inside passage in Alaska.  That decision was a great idea and I can thoroughly recommend this as a very 
picturesque part of the world and the wildlife was spectacular. 
 

I get sea sick just going to Waiheke so I was very concerned about a cruise but luckily for me there was only one night 
where the ship rocked enough for me so I couldn’t sleep. The rest of the time you hardly knew you were at sea and was a 
very relaxing way to visit this part of the world. 
 

We started in Vancouver, stopped at a small village most days and had all day to  
explore and take part in daily excursions, which varied from Salmon fishing in 
Ketchikan to Ziplining in Juneau. We had brilliant weather and managed to see  
most species you would expect, sealions, otters, puffins, whales and black bears. 
We even managed to have crab at the famous Tracy’s king crab shack in Juneau  
where one leg was over a pound in weight. You sit outside on bbq tables and get 
served your crab or crab cakes with melted butter and cold Alaskan beer. 
 

Food was amazing and the biggest decision you had to make each day was what  
were you going to have and where were you going to eat. I tried to be good but 
it was hard when the food looked and smelt so great. It certainly didn’t seem like 
there were about 2000 guests on board and even on the last day you would see people you hadn’t seen before. 
 

The trip wasn’t long enough, holidays never are, so we are planning to go back and go over land this time from Anchorage 
up through Denali national park and then across to Calgary, or somewhere over the Eastern side.    ---  Jayne Bentley 
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