
 

Well folks, once again Christmas has come around even faster than last year, coming at the end of a very busy and productive 
year by all of us, I believe.   
 
This year has seen us finish some major work like the Large Scale Lab and the Field Depot, the Orchard Park Chalets, etc; do 
some major refurbishments such as the Laboratories and the beginnings of B block; move all sorts of people in all sorts of 
directions, probably the most significant of which was the move of Financial Services Division from B block to Ruakura; as well 
as all of the rest of the background work ongoing in all the areas of Facilities Management. 
 
This year has also seen Susan and Cherie leave, with Robert and Mike Green yet to leave at the time of writing.  They will all 
be missed but in all cases go on to do things that either further their employment future or are more in tune with where they 
want to go from a personal view point.  We wish them all the best in their new endeavours, and thank them for the work over 
the years they have all been employed here. 
 
As I dictate this I look out the window at another grey, moist, summers’ day and wonder whether we will get any decent sun this 
summer.  However, in anticipation that we do, I wish you all the best for your Christmas break period, and look forward to 
seeing you again, refreshed and hopefully rested from a sunny summer break, early in January where we start the New Year 
with not only the new staff to replace those who have left but also a new Vice-Chancellor . 
 
Regards & Best Wishes 
John Cameron 
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Tom just realises he has cut in front of a freighter! 

FMD Social Club 
 

On Saturday 4th December a large group of Social Club supporters & some 
partners headed off up to Auckland to cruise the Riverhead & Auckland 
harbour. Although it was a bit drizzly with rain at times, this did not dampen 
anyone’s spirits. We sailed out at 11am to enjoy the sights, drinks & nibbles 
along the way. We stopped at a bay on our way back to enjoy a BBQ lunch 
which was cooked from out the back of the boat. Not being put off by some 
rain, some of us took advantage of the stop to stretch our legs. Before 
docking back at the wharf, we were treated to a tiki tour of the marina & saw 
some very impressive yachts & boats. We then headed back for Hamilton at 
4.30pm & stopped at Mercer for a quick bite to eat or for most of us a few 
drinks at the pub. A great day was had by all. 

 Linda

Note of thanks sent to Ray Hayward for 
good service received from Unisafe staff 
 

Just a quick note of thanks for the help given to
me by one of your colleagues last night (Wed). I 
arrived at my car in the ITS car park after work, 
only to find I’d left the lights on all day. My 
rescuer gave me excellent service – she arrived 
within five minutes - and I got the impression 
this lady genuinely did not find me a burden. 
Congratulations on having such “it’s not a 
problem” staff on your team. 
 

Adrienne Anderson
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FMD Graduation Preparation 
Graduation is a very important occasion in the University year,                                                                                               
especially for Graduants, their family, friends and whanau.                                                                                                       
University Graduation ceremonies occur in April for students who completed their degree, doctorate etc the prior year and again 
in October for those who completed by mid year.  For many this represents 3 to 7 years fulltime study and the graduation 
ceremony becomes a cherished formal occasion to celebrate their hard work and success.  And in a way it can be a celebration 
of our own success.       

Graduation ceremonies are held at the Te Kohinga Marama Marae at the University of Waikato; The Founders Theatre and 
Baycourt Centre in Tauranga.  Below is an outline of how FMD staff are involved in preparing for the ceremonies.    

Portering Services: 
The Portering Service arranges the hire, erection and placement of the marques.  This process includes applying for the building 
consents and building inspections of the marques at the Founders theatre.  Contractor Mark Sullivan provides the electrical needs 
for the marques. 
 

The porters’ involvement includes, but is not limited, to loading, delivering and setup of all chairs and lecterns for the Marae 
graduation.  The Founders Theatre setup includes loading and setup of the large steps, which the carpenters assemble.  The 
University crest and drapes are setup as is the seating on the stage.  Programmes and degree certificates are delivered as are all 
of the Alumni’s equipment and stock and gown racks for front of house.  
 

Laurie Drummond remains on hand throughout the whole period to look after any urgent requirements; liaising with the theatre 
staff and technicians; delivering the various dignitaries to Garden place for the traditional graduation procession of staff and 
students through the central city on each day of ceremonies.  
 

After the final ceremony everything is disassembled and taken back to campus or Ruakura storage. 
 
Security and Parking: 
The first preparation commences months before Graduation, when Laurie sends out the “Advance Notice” to all those involved. 
We will book the security staff required to look after the Marquee over night and the guards required for the Graduation 
Processions through the central city. 
 

Tom Moke prepares a notice for the Founders Theatre car park users warning them of this pending event and the unavailability of 
this car park for general parking. This notice is provided to all the users of the car park earlier in the week prior to Graduation. 
 

The first Graduation is always the Te Kohinga Marama Marae. We open the campus fields for the parking over flow. Two staff 
provide the attendant duties. Tom is situated at the Gate 4 entrance and assists with the whanau of the graduates to the Marae. 
From time to time Tom is called on to welcome these guests.   
 

The city Graduation day starts very early, with Tom blocking off the Founders car parking area. Val (SASD) supplies Tom a list of 
those people that have permission to park in this area. Generally we also have the area known as “Circus Park” available for 
parking in Bryce Street behind the Westpac Park cricket ground. Graduates and their supporters can park in this area free of 
charge. Tom usually has two helpers that place out the cones and signage and control the parking operation whilst providing 
security by being continuously in this area. 
 

An hour and a half before each graduation parade Ray and Laurie meet at Founders Theatre and uplift Jill Rogers (Alumni Office) 
and the University representative who will address the graduates. All go to Garden place where there are a few speeches and the 
parade commences. Ray briefs the Security staff that will assist the Police control the intersections and helps Laurie set up the 
University Banner. Jill organises two graduates to carry the banner. Once the speeches are finished the group makes it way to 
Victoria Street where usually the Highland Group is awaiting our arrival. Once the Police are present the parade can commence, 
generally it takes 25 minutes to walk the roads back to Founders Theatre. For those who haven’t experienced this, it is worth 
seeing as the support and praise offered to the graduates during the parade is amazing. Depending on the weather and size of 
the graduation we could have up to 3 parades a day. 
 
Grounds: 
Graduation preparation commences six months before the ceremony.  Priscilla Gini has the task of propagating trailing plants 
which are used in the front of the stage and plants for display.  The plants are grown in a glasshouse in a space shared between 
Grounds and Biological Sciences.  Regular pruning, watering and prevention and control of pests are all equally as important to 
produce plants to their best shape and size. 
 

Tree and shrubs are sourced from a variety of retail and wholesale nurseries, selecting plants which are at their best for the 
season.  We have both begged, borrowed, and in some cases almost stole specimen plants for the purposes of Graduation.   
 

A recent graduation included the use of the family Christmas tree which looked great.  Plants are either returned, bought, or 
planted in a variety of locations on campus. 
 

A colourful display of flowers completes the scene.  A variety of flowers are used with a predominant touch of red which reflects 
the University colour. 

The false assumptions about the need for weather 
forecasts 
(Some thoughts from a Joe Bennett article, November 2004) 
 

1. It’s good to know the future - It isn’t. Every character in 
mythology who was granted the gift of foresight ended up in 
tears. 

2. We need to know what the weather will be like.- Most of 
us don’t. Unless we farm or put to sea in little boats, the 
weather has very little influence over what we do. 

3. There is good weather and bad weather, kind stuff and 
cruel. - Not so. There is only weather. Without it’s variety 
we’d all be dead. 

4. We don’t like to be surprised. - Without surprise there is 
only boredom. 

Item provided by Tony Dicks

A BIG welcome to  
Leah Jones who 
joined us on  
13 December as  
Danny Daniela’s 
permanent replacement.   
 
And a BIG thank you to  
Robert Kingsley who did 
a great job in the interim. 


