
 

Well done Philip! 
 

It was with a great sense of pride that the FMD family celebrated with Philip  
Jensen the completion of his apprenticeship in ‘Maintenance and Diagnostic  
Engineering’ with a morning function held in the tearoom garden of the Facilities  
Management Building. 
 

Philip commenced work with the University as a Mechanical Trade Assistant 
with the Facilities Management Division in August 1997. This era saw Bob  
Grant as Director and Tom Holmes as Mechanical and Electrical Supervisor,  
Drew McDonald as Senior Fitter and John Cameron was looking after services. 
 

Philip commenced his apprenticeship in late 2002 and completed final study in 
September of this year. Philip as we know put huge effort into this and for three 
years attended residential block release courses in both Tauranga and Rotorua 
and also completed evenings study at Waikato Polytechnic (WINTEC). 
 

Philip acknowledged at his celebration the help he had received from all members 
of FMD, Science workshop, his work colleagues and contractors who had  
readily assisted in passing on their own skills and knowledge to him. 
 

Tony Dicks and Robin Dunmall both officially congratulated Philip and also  
thanked everyone that had been involved with his training with special  
reference to his chief mentor – Alister Mitchell. 
 

The list of guests included former Director Bob Grant, the boys from the  
science workshop, and representatives from the McAra team together with a few past employees, including Dale. 
 

Well done Phil – we hope to celebrate further achievements with you. 
Cheers! Robin Dunmall 
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Extract from Pertronic Industries Ltd “Firebits” newsletter Sept 2006
 

“Remote Internet Access to Fire Control Panels 
 

Waikato University’s building Facilities Management were keen to explore ways, with their fire alarm service contractor, of better 
controlling the costs incurred each year for the numerous detector isolations (and reinstatement) to prevent false alarms from 
maintenance work or theatrical smoke.  Remote internet access provides a tool to carry out these functions cost-effectively, and is 
supported with well defined procedures to ensure that devices do not remain isolated longer than necessary, and that the integrity of 
the fire alarm system is not compromised. 
 

The fire alarm service contractor supports this innovation as it helps them provide a better service to the University.  The contractor 
can also use remote internet access to see information displayed on the control panels, or to access the history log to review recent 
events.  Staff from both the University and the service contractor can remotely download reports from the control panels to check on 
contamination levels in smoke detectors, or download the history log itself. 
 

Remove internet access can also be used by Pertronic Industries’ engineers to provide high level engineering support, if necessary.  
Multiple users can be connected to the same control panel simultaneously, allowing one user to interact with the panel while other 
users observe. 
 

Unauthorised access to the control panel is secured in a number of ways.  The correct version of Pertronic Industries’ proprietary 
software must be loaded onto the connection PC, the IP address for the control panel must be known, and the engineering 
password for the control panel must also be known.  Additionally, changes to the control panel’s programming, or configuration, can 
not be made remotely – a physical switch inside the control panels prevents this from occurring.” 

Robin Dunmall

Farewell to Mua Taito 
 

After nearly two years with FMD, Mua Taito has decided to leave us and 
put his career on track, or more precisely resume his one-time speciality of 
rail track design with OnTrack. Mua tells me he will be based in Hamilton 
but his work area will cover the whole of the N Island south of Cambridge 
– a quantum jump from the restrictions of our own campus. 
 

Mua has requested a low-key departure but, over the next few weeks 
before his last day on 23 November, I am sure you will all join with me in 
wishing him well in his new position. We will miss Mua’s infectious chuckle 
and the professionalism he brought to all the many varied projects he 
managed during his short time with us. 

Trevor Harris 

M Block foyer window strip  
 

Have you noticed this cunning design work  
at the Library? 
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Product Labelling 
 

Labels on products that make you wonder:- 
 

 On a hairdryer:  Do not use while sleeping (darn, and that’s the only time I have to work on my hair). 
 On a bar of soap:  “Directions:  use like regular soap” (and that would be how ???....) 
 On some frozen dinners:  “Serving suggestion:  Defrost.” (but, its “just” a suggestion). 
 On a dessert (printed on bottom):  “Do not turn upside down.” (well … duh, a bit late, huh)! 
 On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding: “Product will be hot after heating.” (… thank goodness for that …) 
 On a bag of Chips:  You could be a winner! No purchase necessary.  Details inside. (the shoplifter special?) 
 On packaging for a K-Mart iron:  “Do not iron clothes on body.” (but wouldn’t this save time?) 
 On a Children’s Cough Medicine: “Do not drive a car or operate machinery after taking this medication.” (This could do a lot to 

reduce the rate of construction accidents if we could just get those 5-year-olds with head-colds off those forklifts.) 
 On a Sleep Aid: “Warning: May cause drowsiness.” (and … I’m taking this because??? …) 
 On most brands of Christmas lights: “For indoor or outdoor use only.” (as opposed to … what?) 
 On a Japanese food processor: “Not to be used for the other use.” (now, somebody out there, help me on this.  I’m a bit curious.)
 On Nobby’s peanuts: “Warning: contains nuts.” (talk about a news flash!) 
 On an American Airlines packet of nuts: “Instructions: Open packet, eat nuts.” (Step 3: maybe, uh … fly Delta?) 
 On a child’s superman costume: “Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly.” (Gee Dad it’s not a real one.) 
 On a Swedish chainsaw: “Do not attempt to stop chain with your hands or genitals.” (… was there a lot of this happening 

somewhere?) 
Extract from Connell Wagner, “Megnus – Sept 06”  (Provided by Tony Dicks)

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Leah Jones 
Picture - right 
 
Leah celebrated her 30th birthday on  
15th September in the Mailroom!!   
 
Leah finished work in the Mail Centre 
 on 20th October. 
 

FMD Social Club update 
 

Christmas Function – Friday 1st December:   
 

The social club in conjunction with FMD (John Cameron) 
will be putting on a combined function this year.  
Individual invitations will be coming out – meantime put 
this date in your diaries.   
 

The Xmas Social will be held on 1st December on campus 
at the Don Llewellyn Bar (Pavilion).  There will be a BBQ 
dinner and for entertainment a live band will be playing.  
Drinks will be subsidised. 
 

We have decided on a ‘Country & Western’ theme, so 
please dress up for the occasion.  Prizes to be given out 
for the best dressed. 
 

The cost will be $10 for FMD staff, $20 for partners and 
others.  Deadline for invites coming back will be 10th 
November as catering needs to be confirmed. 

Note of thanks from a Student to Security and Grounds 
staff for return of Back Pack 
 

Hey Tony 
 

I just want to say thank you to you and the Grounds staff for finding 
and turning in my bag along with the cards, etc. I thought I had lost 
everything, but am happy with what wasn't taken. 
 

Please pass on my thanks to the Grounds staff  
as well!!! 
 

Much appreciated!! Thanks again. 
 

Denis - 15/9/06 

L Block Artwork 
 

FMD was asked if it could sanction and suggest a suitable wall for a graffiti mural: the block work monstrosity at L Block 
immediately sprung to mind. The pictured artwork at L Block was spray-painted by Andreas Ernst, a German exchange student 
from the University of Education in Freiburg. Andreas is studying Arts, Sports and Leisure and Computing Media at UoW for one 
semester. 
 

Andreas began ‘graffiti’-work 17 years ago in Buehl, Germany and, over the last 15 years, has done much commission work for 
that city and several German companies. He reckons he has completed between 1000 and 1500 murals, the largest being 
650sqm. 
 

The L Block artwork is typical of his colourful, geometric style and appears to be finding favour with discerning passers-by. 
More of my Andreas’ work can be seen at www.inzoolo.de. 

Trevor Harris

Before After Before After

Feedback on Facilitation 
 

We would be interested in your feedback on the FMD newsletter “Facilitation”.  Please take a couple of minutes to answer the 
following and return through the internal mail to Judy Brighting, PA, FMD (you do not need to put your name on it): 
 
1. Should Facilitation be published:  Monthly             Bi-monthly             Quarterly                Never                             

                  Tick appropriate box 

2. What information do you want to come out of Facilitation (social, work related info, other)? Attach separate sheet with 
answer if necessary. 


