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The Generation Game 
 

Karl Hansen has been appointed as the new full-time 
mailroom porter. Karl has worked as a casual on campus 
covering roles as diverse as recycling and furniture shifts for 
the porters and also worked as a cleaner for short period of 
time. 
 

Karl has many and  
varied interests;  
including showing 
 birds (the feathered 
variety) in  
competitions. 
 

Karl is a third 
Generation  
University employee;  
his grandfather worked here and of course we all know his 
father Raymond Hansen of the central stores team. 
 

 

Below is a picture of the recently completed lighting installation running 
from College Halls to School of Education and the Library, giving a much 
sought after extension to a safe walking route, and adding much to the 
ambiance. 

Why Study 
 

What to do with the spare time now that I have 
passed my last paper and completed my Graduate 
Diploma in Management Communication?? 
 

Well muggins has decided to work towards a 
Bachelor of Communication Studies (BCS). Why I 
ask myself , why put myself through more stress , 
why have sleepless nights before exams and tests, 
why study an extra 40 hours in a week only to 
have everything I memorised, wiped out by issues 
at work?? 
 

Why?—because until I was given the opportunity 
to study at Waikato I never realised how much I 
didn’t know. The chance to study has awoken in 
me a hunger to learn, to improve myself and to 
apply what I am learning to my role here in FMD. 
 

I am grateful for the support of my colleagues in 
FMD without whose encouragement and good 
humour I would never have been able to complete 
the study.  Special thanks to Hemi, always a good 
listener and someone to bounce ideas and concepts 
off. My congratulations to John Badham and Paul 
Blair for completing their particular qualifications.  
 

I also congratulate Shar and Cilla from the 
Grounds staff who seized the opportunity to study 
during Summer School and have passed the paper 
which they studied. So for me, onwards and 
upwards, 7 more years, 14 papers with a possible 
finish of study in July 2014 and graduation 
October 2014.  
 

Hmmm what about after then? Watch this space. 
Laurie Drummond 

Flora of Aotearoa/NZ course 
Congratulations to our three FMD people whom successfully completed the 
Flora of Aotearoa / New Zealand course this year. The concentrated course 
runs for two weeks and requires a report to complete.  The subjects chosen 
were : 
John Badham: The Flora and Micro Climates of Hammond Bush, a Semi 
Swamp Forest Remnant. 
Priscilla Gini :  Survey of the University Fernery 
Shar Te Mara :  Native Flora survey of the Waikato Basin and east side 
gardens at The University of Waikato, Hamilton 

Mark Thompson 
 

New Porter 
 

A welcome addition to the portering team is Philip Dodanis. 
Philips previous experience includes a stint in the Army as a 
store man, a period of time at Waikeria prison as a prison 
officer and many years as head storeman at Waikato Hospital. 
 

Message from Philip:  My name is Philip Dodanis and recently I 
joined Facilities Management as a porter. My wife and I have 
lived in and around  
Hamilton for most of  
our lives as have our  
kids. Having been to  
most places in New  
Zealand there is no  
better place than  
Hamilton or the  
Mighty Waikato.  
I look forward to a  
long and varied  
employment with the University. 

This policeman came up to me with a pencil and a piece
of very thin paper. He said,  

'I want you to trace someone for me.' 

FMD Social Club update:  Wed 1st Aug – The social club is having a free 
sausage sizzle lunch in the FMD courtyard at 12noon.  Hope to see you 
there. 
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Tui Monitoring 
 

With great delight we have a Tui visiting or hopefully residing on our 
Campus. This was also very exciting for Neil Fitzgerald (pictured below) 
from Landcare Research. 
 

They have been monitoring Tui around Hamilton for a few years which 
involves catching, banding and fitting radio transmitters to birds in and 
around the city during winter so they can follow their movements. This 
Tui was spotted during the last few weeks around the crèche, station area 
and below School of Management. They weren’t able to place a 
transmitter on this one due to a small back feathers but was banded for 
monitoring.  
 

Thank you to Nan Sinclair for the picture.                                 Mark Thompson 

  
 
 
 
  

Energy myth buster tip  
Q:   True or False? Fluorescent lamps use so much 

energy on start-up that they shouldn't be turned off. 
A:   False. The energy used on start-up is actually quite 

small, and certainly no justification for leaving the 
lights on. Indeed the main reason for not turning 
fluorescent lights on and off the same way you 
would a normal light bulb is lamp life. The life-span 
of a fluorescent lamp is affected by the number of 
times it is switched on and off. Thus a frequently 
switched tube will fail sooner than one that is 
switched rarely. However, lamps are cheap and the 
energy use of a tube during its lifetime is well over 
ten times its purchase cost. Taking all of these 
factors into account, you should turn off fluorescent 
lamps if you don't need them for 10 minutes or 
more.  

China releases first climate plan, says economic concerns are key 
China has released its first-ever national climate-change plan, a 62-page 
document that pledges to improve energy efficiency, increase the use of 
renewables, develop drought-resistant crops, and expand emissions-
absorbing forests. But the country's leaders emphasized that they don't 
want to sacrifice economic growth. "We must reconcile the need for 
development with the need for environmental protection," said Ma Kai, 
head of the National Development and Reform Commission. "In its 
course of modernization, China will not tread the traditional path of 
industrialization, featuring high consumption and high emissions. In fact, 
we want to blaze a new path to industrialization." Ma also called on the 
world to "respect the developing countries' right to develop," noting that 
industrialized countries have an "unshirkable responsibility" to fix the 
problem they created.  
 

Some predict that China will overtake the U.S. this year in greenhouse-
gas emissions. But who will lead the way in shirking? 
 

Pep Rally:  PepsiCo buys a lotta renewable-energy credits, tops EPA 
green power list 
The U.S. EPA released its quarterly list of the top 25 buyers of green 
power last week, with the No. 1 slot filled by a new kid in the renewable-
energy biz. That would be PepsiCo, which vaulted to the top of the list by 
announcing plans to purchase 1 billion kilowatt-hours of renewable-
energy credits. In partnership with REC provider Sterling Planet, the 
fizzy-drink maker (and owner of Frito-Lay) will spend $2 million funding 
wind, biomass, and hydroelectric power to "offset" the power used by its 
U.S. manufacturing facilities, headquarters, distribution centres, and 
regional offices. Pepsi's renewable-energy buy is twice the amount 
purchased by previous list-topper Wells Fargo in October; Whole Foods 
Market, bumped to third on the list, was the first company to offset all of 
its energy use, in January 2006. "By switching to alternative, renewable 
power sources, PepsiCo is proving that going green can be the choice of 
every generation," says EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson, who totally 
stole our punch line. 

Submitted by Robin Dunmall 

Some of us stay away from the freezing cold, but not 
Tony and Nola Dicks – here’s some pictures from their 
recent trip to Dunedin. 
 

 
Lovely view along the Desert Road on Friday 13th July. 

 
 
 

 
We woke to this view on our first morning 

in Dunedin 2 weeks ago! 
 

 
The van on that Friday morning – luckily I didn’t take it right 

up the driveway or I’d never have got it back out. 
 

Good Spotting Nan!! 
 

Nan Sinclair found a wallet on the road on Hillcrest 
Road and immediately handed to security.  The wallet 
contained $900 cash and credit cards. The owner was 
traced and is a very appreciative, relieved person.  


