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Goodbye Library, hello FMD! 
 

I’ve worked for the last 14 years at the University Library in various roles, but more recently as  
Project Coordinator during the construction of the Student Centre.  In this role I’ve had the  
pleasure of working alongside some of the FMD staff.   Now I’m one of them myself – and very  
happy I am, to be so.    
 

In my other life I make art.  People often ask what kind of art I do.  So to give you an idea,  
I’ve included a picture or two of a couple of the moa drawings (moa skeletons) I hung in the  
basement of the Library for a few days after we finished decanting it back in 2008.  It was the  
perfect space to hang them and I liked the idea of using a space which was about to ‘disappear’,  
or at least to undergo a radical change.  I have another exhibition coming up in August at the  
Framing Works Shop in Silverdale Road.   
 

Otherwise, I have two grown sons and I’m expecting to become a granny for the first time, in  
the New Year.  When I’m absent from work you can  
safely assume that I’ll be in Sydney bouncing the baby.  
 
The Library’s farewell to me included the following poem  
written by David Foreman -   
 

Best of luck, Dear Allison, in verdant pastures new,  
Although one feels that FMD's not high enough for you. 
So what would be the perfect job for one like you to do? 
Your Canterbury origin and surname give a clue. 
The All Blacks need a manager to supervise their crew, 
To get them all rotating right and stoke Graham's fire anew. 
And with two Henries at the top they'll make our dreams come true. 

 
Yes, I am from Canterbury and I am a rugby fan, but I don’t think Graham would 
appreciate my help somehow …….  I think I’ll leave him to it, and focus on 
settling into my new home at FMD. 

Allison Henry 
 

Creating the Departure Lounge: Guide to a successful test flight                  
 

There can be a tendency with new staff to try and be impressive 
right off the bat which is why there must have been a degree of 
trepidation when the new communications and events team of 
the WSU announced to Ray Hayward and Mark Thompson they 
intended to build a stage and fully enclose the concourse area of 
the village green for evening events.  The plan was simple 
enough, enclose the concourse with fencing from Adfence right 
along the length of the shops, cover with wind breaking tarpaulin 
and erect a small stage at the National Bank end that still allowed 
access to and from the concourse through a 2m gap.  Other 
considerations quickly emerged.  
 
 

The need for a special liquor license right through to structure, 
security, and heating. The latter only being important because 
Mother Nature seemingly declared war on us.  Staging  
requirements included the near miraculous task of transforming  
the venue from a stage holding a DJ to one that could fit a seven piece reggae band the next day and a 300 seat comedy 
club on the third day.  Unfortunately for us Mother Nature ultimately won the battle and the evening events for Thursday and 
Friday were moved to an indoor venue in town after it became apparent students weren’t willing to come out in the harsh 
winter weather.  What had started as a whimsical “wouldn’t it be great…” had  turned into an innovative wet weather 
solution and we have no doubt that with more time and resourcing the concourse could be converted to a permanent all 
weather area with retractable sides.                                                              --- James Raffan, WSU --- 

 

 
 



 
Facilitation will be produced monthly.  This publication is available online at http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fmd/ 

For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Swetman, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 
 

 

I have recently had much pleasure enjoying my Long Service  
Leave checking out Malaysia and Singapore with my partner  
Phyllis.  Our cameras started snapping very early, in fact at the  
Auckland Airport.  
 

I read about the newly opened Novotel Hotel built within a few  
walking minutes of the Airport in one of the journals that circulate  
within FMD, with a article about a  Living Wall in the main  
Lobby of the Hotel.  As the picture (right) shows it is a very  
impressive native fern wall which runs the along the back of the  
bar. The watering is done using a hydroponic system, fertilisers  
can also be included, and complete with lighting. The wall stands  
six metres high and at least that in length. From here there were  
many photo opportunities, all up over 3,000, the joys of digital. 
 

Malaysia was certainly an experience of life within a tropical  
country, we averaged high 30oC.  Even the locals were feeling hot  
with the high humidity, normally dry this time of year but with heavy 
rainfalls some nights increased the humidity in the day. The richness  
of cultures and ethnic backgrounds was amazing. With the primarily  
Malay, Indian and Chinese heritage making up Malaysia the variety of  
foods, lifestyle is reflected everywhere. Eating outlets are 24/7 and  
fortunately we were with locals who knew the best spots. Variety is big  
and generally price is low. Variety of fruits plentiful. 
 

Highlights were many, but a couple were the Batu Caves (right),  
13 kilometres north of Kuala Lumpur, created within the limestone.  
A large Hindu shrine standing 42m high at the entrance. After getting 
up those 272 concrete steps, and yes some are numbered, the  
view was great. Watch out for your water or food though, wow  
those monkeys (below) rule!!; the other was the Cameron Highlands  
which are 1500 metres above sea level where you can get much relief  
from the heat, a nice low 20o. Here you find the producers of  
flowers, vegetables and tea in Malaysia. The scale and size of the  
covered areas and glasshouses was huge. 
                                                                            --- Mark Thompson --- 

  
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A picture looking back toward San Francisco with the Golden Gate Bridge 
covered in fog – Mark Twain stated “The coldest w inter I  ever had 
was a summer in San Francisco”.  I endorse his comments. 

Robin Dunmall 
 

Macaque monkey after 
stealing a visitor’s food 

 
Don’t forget ….. 

 
If you have anything you think may be of 

interest to others within Facilities 
Management please send them through 

to Judy for inclusion in Facilitation. 
 

This monthly newsletter is an informal, 
in-house publication which lets you share 

non-work and work related activities. 
 

If some of the printed pictures seem 
unclear don’t forget you can view these 

newsletters online via the FMD website – 
they are much clearer!! 
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