
Hazard Alert! - Bird Dropping  
(Published by OSH - Workplace Health Bulletin No. 14 August 2002 - extract only) 
 

Bird dropping, from large populations of roosting birds, may 
present a risk of disease to people.   The most serious risks 
arise from organisms that thrive in the droppings, feathers 
and nesting debris on ledges and in lofts. External parasites 
may also become a problem when infested birds leave there 
roosts and nests. 
 

Some possible diseases are:  Bacterial: - e-coli, salmonella, 
listeriosis, campylobacter etc;  Fungal: - histoplasmosis, 
cryptococcosis etc;  Viral: meningitis, Newcastle disease. 
  
The bacteria and parasites found in birds droppings can be (a) 
breathed in (b) ingested by eating contaminated food or (c) 
from eating with dirty hands. 
  
If you would like to read more on this subject you can either 
see Susan Jensen (FMD Health & Safety Rep or look at the 
following web page : http://www.osh.dol.govt.nz/ (recent OSH 
Publication list).   

Susan Jensen, Project Supervisor 

Vehicle Occupancy Counts 
 
Earlier this year you may have noticed  
various FMD, Grounds and Security staff  
sitting in University parking lots seemingly 
doing nothing.  Despite appearances, they were 
 performing  a very important function: collecting vehicle  
occupancy data.  As you might expect, 79% of private vehicles 
coming to campus have only one person. 
 
So why collect this data?  As University parking spills over into 
adjacent streets we find ourselves at odds with our neighbours 
and the City Council. Rising motor vehicle use also impacts our 
health by reducing air quality.  According to a recent study from 
the Ministry of Transport approximately 399 New Zealanders 
aged 30 and over die prematurely each year due to vehicle 
emissions  
(http://www.mot.govt.nz/publications/niwa_report/index.shtml).  
 
To begin tackling this problem, the University will soon be 
introducing RideLink, a web-based system for linking students 
and staff for regular carpooling or one-off trips. The vehicle-
occupancy data collected will be used to measure our success in 
reducing the number of single-occupant vehicles coming to 
campus after the RideLink program has been in operation and a 
repeat survey is conducted. 
 
Thank you to Tom Moke, Ray Hayward, Stephen Cunningham and 
student volunteers from the Golden Key Society for helping to 
collect data! 

Marganne Allen, Environmental Coordinator 
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Invited comment from Ken Housley 
 

To start with let me reiterate what Ron Wilson said in his comments in Issue No. 2. It has been great working in the FMD building 
since November last year. I hope I can stay hidden well enough to avoid an early return to B Block. 
 

My area of risk assurance is new to the University and you may wonder what it is all about. Well it’s basically a protection racket! 
The aim is to protect the University against anything that might threaten its continued well being and future growth. 
  
There are a number of different risks (environmental, financial, political etc.) and people manage these on a day to day basis, often 
without even knowing that they are carrying out risk management. Risk management of this nature tends not to be formally 
recorded. In this situation things can “fall through the cracks” and actions that should be taken to reduce risks may not happen as 
people wait for each other to do things.  
 

To put it simply my job is: 
• to make sure that the University is continually aware of the risks that it faces, in particular its strategic risks, 
• that responsibility for managing them is allocated to designated individuals and 
• that those individuals take the necessary action to reduce or eliminate the risks. 
 

I report to Andrew Simpson, the Chief Operating Officer, and work very closely with Ernst & Young, the University’s internal 
auditors to ensure that the objectives above are met.  

Roger Buckell senior controls technician 
shown limbering up before taking on the photocopier 

 

 

The greatest pleasure I know is  
to do a good action by stealth, and to have it 

found out by accident …… 
Charles Lamb 



 

Facilitation is to be published twice monthly. 
For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Brighting, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caught on Campus!! 
 

On the 24th September a person was apprehended in Gate 2B 
breaking into vehicles. 
 

Around 1045 hours that morning Laurie and Varena were passing 
this car park heading down Knighton Road. A person was noticed 
acting suspiciously in the area. Laurie and Varena switched from 
their mail run to a covert operation. 
 

Laurie called “security” via the RT. Mike met with Laurie and 
Varena in May Street and was debriefed, then he moved closer 
to the car park. Mike was informed that the person was 
attempting to break into a car. The approach was made with 
Laurie and Varena as back up.   When Mike questioned the 
individual he took off with Mike in hot pursuit.  Mike had 
apprehended the person soon after. 
 
Mike radioed Terri who called for the Police. The arrest of that 
individual followed.  The vehicle he was trying to break into 
belonged to a student on campus. 
 

This was a great piece of teamwork between the porters and 
security staff and clearly shows the value of having those extra 
sets of eyes out on campus. 
 

Great work everyone. 

Social Club Update 
 

Thanks for everyone's support towards the Social 
Club throughout the year!  The $2 raffles are what 

help subsidise your social club events!!! 
 

5 Oct:  Bus Trip to Rotorua is this Saturday.  Please be at 
the FMD courtyard by 7.45am.  Bus leaves at 8.00am sharp! 
An evening meal is being arranged at one of the clubs in 
Rotorua before returning to Hamilton.  Expected time of 
arrival back in Hamilton is 8pm. 
 
29 Nov:  End of Year Function at FMD - Don’t forget to put 
your name on the board for the Hangi/BBQ so that catering 
can be organised. 
 
It has been decided not to hold a FMD Social Club Xmas meal 
at the Flagstaff Clubrooms.  Please ignore the notice emailed 
out to everyone earlier this week. 
 
FMD Social Club raffle/lotto winners for September were: 
 

Drinks raffle no. 40 – Steve Chambers 
Lotto bonus no. 6 – Megan 

Meat pack raffle no. 12 – Mike Cagney 
Lotto bonus no. 6 – P&J Synd 

Continuous effort -- not strength or 
intelligence -- is the key to unlocking 

our potential. 
-- Winston Churchill 

Rooster lickin’ good 
 

Some weeks ago grounds staff member, Joe Wright, spotted 
him checking out the grounds on the ridge.  He has since 
crossed over the lake into Noble Tuau’s area which happens 
to be close to the Student Village kitchen! 
 

       

Well done Cherie!! 
 

Congratulations to Cherie Mason (Draughtsperson) who 
recently passed her final exams at the Waikato Institute of 
Technology. 
 

The certificate she receives for her 3 years of study is the 
New Zealand Diploma in Architectural Technology. 

Alumni Revue 
 
Following is a link to a website with six rolls of photos of the 
Alumni Revue.  Enter this link to view: 
 

http://www.karapironz.co.nz/ReVue/index.htm. 
 


