
Party   Party   Party 
 

At the Academy of Performing Arts  
On Friday 13th December 
 
Staff (and their partners) of all  
Divisions are invited. 
 

There will be a small cover charge. 
 

More details to follow, but reserve  
this date!!! 

Lecture Theatre Upgrades 
 

Since S block was built in 1996 we have been working through a 
series of lecture theatre upgrades to achieve four objectives: 
 

• Upgrade teaching technology and lighting to the latest 
international standards 

• Install air conditioning 
• Replace seating and flooring 
• Make the theatres accessible to people in wheelchairs 
 

The first upgrade was five theatres in L block in the summer of 
1997/98.  Since then a further ten theatres have been 
upgraded, with one further lecture theatre, I1.05 to be done 
this summer.  The total of 16 lecture theatres refurbished will 
cost in the order of $3.7m and gives this University primary 
teaching facilities second to none in New Zealand. 
 

From next year we will look at lesser level upgrades in some of 
our flat floor teaching rooms in the School of Education and 
elsewhere.  Upgrades of lighting and teaching controls in the six 
MSB lecture theatres will also occur over the next 2-3 years. 
 

John Badham, Capital Works Manager 
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Invited comment 
 

I welcomed a recent invitation from John Badham to offer comment on the Academy for your new newsletter as it gives me an 
opportunity to extend an enormous thanks to all FMD staff for the ongoing support and help we continue to receive. 
 

Admittedly, the Academy has been a learning curve for all, but it has also been an enormous success, with use in 2001 exceeding 
expectations by a staggering 97%.  
 

In total, in 2001, the Academy received over 300 bookings outside University departmental use.   
 
This continues to grow, and offers a wonderful opportunity for the University to both develop its performing arts courses and its 
profile. 
 

It is perhaps difficult to comprehend how important a role the Academy plays, but with such events as the 2002 Fuel Festival – 
Festival of New Zealand Theatre - attracting 8,500 people to the Academy over three weeks; with the six design awards received 
to date, and with local, national and international companies clamouring to utilise our new state-of-the-art venue, the benefits are 
tenfold. 
 

A special thanks to FMD senior staff, Susan Jensen, Robin Dunmall, Clive Hobson, Bill Liddle, Dale Gerrard, reception staff and the 
fabulous porters!! 

Annika Shelley, Manager, WEL Energy Trust Academy of Performing Arts  

Welcome Bill 
 

It is with pleasure we welcome Bill Liddle as a permanent 
employee to the Technical Services Unit of FMD. 
 
Bill has worked on and off for the past two years as a casual 
employee as an Electrician and his appointment strengthens 
the electrical team. 
 

L3 



 

Dumpster Diving Data 
 

I’m sure you’re all dying to  
hear the results of my  
forays into the FMD,  
Grounds and Shops rubbish! 
First, the FMD office waste. 
The good news is we don’t  
seem to produce very much,  
only 1/3-½ of a large wheelie  
bin a day.  More good news is that we seem to be putting less 
recyclable material into the rubbish bin.  Mark Woolley’s March 
2002 waste audit showed that 41% of the rubbish volume could 
have been recycled, while my July 2002 audit put that value at 
only 24%.  Now for the bad news: the portion of our rubbish that 
could be recycled is almost entirely made up of paper!  While it 
makes for interesting reading during my waste audits, it would be 
even better if it made it to the recycling bins and boxes. 
 

Grounds staff: If you’re wondering what gives you backaches from 
the grounds rubbish, you might be surprised to hear it’s not beer 
bottles.  Food waste is actually the heftiest item, coming to 
40kg/day for both waste audits done in March and August of this 
year.  Glass comes in second at about 18kg/day.  While food makes 
up most of the weight, non-recyclable plastic and paper food 
packaging comprises 40% of the bin volume. Good thing it’s light! 
Overall, 27% of the volume could be recycled.  Recycling plastic  
drink bottles could  
reduce the volume by 
 about 10%.  
 
At the Shops, almost  
a third of the waste 
is recyclable material. 
Most of that is  
recyclable paper and  
plastic bottles (~15% 
total vol.), but coloured  
glass also stands out (~4%).  The amount of waste per day varies, 
but my surveys show 1-2 240-litre wheelie bins filled mostly by 
plastic and paper food packaging but weighted down by food and 
glass (4-8 kg total) is disposed of around the Shops. 
 

Congratulations to the Grounds staff for taking the initiative to 
recycle glass in addition to your aluminium can collection.  Every 
bit that gets diverted from landfill counts. 
 

Marganne Allen, Environmental Coordinator 
 
 
 

FMD Social Club Update 
 
FREE LUNCHTIME Sausage Sizzle 
Wednesday 13th November in the FMD  
courtyard.  All Social Club supporters are invited. 
 

Next Social Club meeting at 10.30am in the  
FMD tearoom on 19th November. 
 
Raffle winners – October 2002: 
Drinks raffle – Daphne 
Meat pack – Merv K 
Drinks raffle – Tony Duke 
 
Lotto number winners:  Priscilla G;   Daphne C;   Evelyn G 
 
The trip to Rotorua went okay.  Thanks to all participants. 
 
Don’t forget to get your names up for the Hangi/BBQ being 
held on 29th November. 
 

Facilitation is to be published twice monthly. 
For communications relating to the FMD newsletter please contact Judy Brighting, ext 4980, email judyb@waikato.ac.nz. 

Congratulations to Panapa Thompson who has been 
appointed to the position of Trades Assistant.   
 
Panapa was previously a casual porter, and this well-merited 
permanent appointment will offer him new opportunities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess 
who??

Wanting something is not enough. You must hunger for it.  
Your motivation must be absolutely compelling in order to overcome the obstacles that will invariably come your way.  

 
- Les Brown, 1945-, American Speaker, Author, Trainer, Motivator Lecturer


