Foreword

It is again a pleasure to introduce Volume 13 of the Working Papers in Applied Linguistics from Applied
Linguistics, School of Arts, University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand. Not only is it comprehensive in
coverage of the papers taught in the 2010 academic year, it is also a volume that represents the breadth of
nationalities completing our papers. Volume 13 contains a collection of “best” assignments written by students
in our two undergraduate Applied Linguistics papers and in the two graduate programmes, the PGDIPSLT and
the MA (Applied) Applied Linguistics. All assignments were written as part of formal paper requirements

during the 2010 academic year.

Students develop their ideas in many different areas within our Applied Linguistics papers, and this collection
contains a variety of topic themes ranging from a journal article and a coursebook evaluation, to the design of
an on-line environment; from considering classroom observation in relation to non-verbal cues to looking at the
effects of reducing second language anxiety; from looking at a focus on forms versus a focus on form, to
considering reliability, validity and the global analytical view of testing; from considering language planning in
three very different settings, to literature reviews on learner autonomy and Somali and other EAL learners. As
in every year, Volume 13 contains not only a fraction of the excellent academic work that our students produce
each year, but it also provides a sampling of different themes and perspectives in the teaching and learning of

languages.

Assignments are arranged by paper number beginning with the undergraduate papers, then the Postgraduate
Diploma in Second Language Teaching, followed by assignments from the MA (Applied) in Applied
Linguistics. On behalf of Applied Linguistics staff, I wish to thank all of the dedicated student authors whose

work appears here and wish them every success in their future careers.
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