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This seminar draws on Professor Wood’s recent work on theorising curriculum 
in Early Childhood Education, and critically examining what are the main 
informants that underpin curriculum documents. She will draw on the work of 
Hatch, (2010) to problematise two distinct theoretical strands  - development 
leads learning, and learning leads development, and use Critical Discourse 
Analysis (CDA) to expose learning and development as messy constructs in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) (the national policy framework for 
early childhood education (birth to five) in England). 

From this analysis, three main arguments are proposed. First, the EYFS 
constitutes a site in which limited interpretations of child development theory 
are captured and privileged, reflecting Piagetian theories of  ‘development 
leads learning’. Second, the evidence base for these discursive regimes relies 

on selective appropriation of findings from government-funded research, and related reports, to sustain 
universal and normative discourses of development. Third, the emphasis on developmental processes 
is at odds with the assessment requirements of the EYFS, which focus on children’s learning outcomes, 
and the judgements that practitioners are required to make about children’s readiness for Key Stage 1 
of the National Curriculum (age 5-7 years). 

An alternative ‘learning leading development’ ontology is proposed, thus offering potential for 
challenging the (il)logic of the EYFS policy discourse. The implications for curriculum theory in ECE will 
be considered, in light of the recent review of Te Whariki. 

Professor Wood’s fields of research and teaching include early childhood and primary education, focusing 
on the following themes: learning, pedagogy and curriculum; play and learning; policy analysis and 
critique (national and international); equity and diversity; teachers’ beliefs and practices; professionalism 
and critical perspectives in education. Within the theme of play, her research focuses on pedagogy and 
practice, the ways in which play has been captured in policy sites, and the construction of ‘educational 
play’. She draws on critical and post-structural theories to interrogate policy frameworks, and the ways 
in which teachers and children are positioned within policy discourses.
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