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Conference notes
A note to all speakers and members of the audience: 

Please ensure that you remain for the whole of the session, whether you are attending as a presenter or 
member of the audience.

Please ensure that your mobile phone is turned off.

All presentations will be held in S.G.01. For those wishing to practice S.G.02 is available.

A warm invitation is extended to all participants to join us on Thursday 8 November at 6pm at Momento 
Cafe for our FASSGRAD celebration. 
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Awards

Best Paper and Highly Commended Awards
A prize of $500 will be awarded for the best presentation given on each day of the conference. A prize of 
$250 will be awarded for a highly commended paper on each day of the conference.

Assessments are made on the content of each paper (evidence of research and understanding of the 
topic), the clarity of arguments and critical analysis, and presentation skills (engagement with audience, 
ability to keep to time, use of technology, creativity and use of voice).

Rangahau Māori Award
The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences endeavours to profile and celebrate Kaupapa Māori research.  A 
prize of $500 will be awarded for the best Rangahau Māori paper. This award will be assessed on the 
research contribution towards Tino Rangatiratanga/ Māori self-determination and development and the 
way in which the research utilises culturally appropriate methodologies and is informed by tikanga Māori. 
The presentation and delivery should demonstrate cultural competency.   

Previous winners 
FASSGRAD 2017

Awards for Best Paper were made to:

Chelsea Bowden - Transgendering Binairies: Gender Expression and Identity in Laurie 
Frankel’s This is How it Always Was

Kimberley Jackson - “The Milk of Human Kindness?’ The Birth and Re-Birth of Free School Milk in 
Aotearoa New Zealand

Rangahau Maori Award 2017

Jacinta Forte -  Kaitiakitanga ke te toheroa: Guardianship of New Zealand Shellfish

FASSGRAD 2016

Awards for Best Paper were made to: 

Cheri Ang – Using the Violin to Support Elderly People in a Residential Setting

Alex Lodge – Intersectional Feminism and Creative Practice in Contemporary Aotearoa Theatre

Awards for Highly Commended papers were made to: 

Fiona Wells-Lakeland – What Word is Witch?

Juliana Brown – Negotiating Sex in a University Residential Setting
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FASSGRAD 2015

Awards for Best Paper were made to: 

Mark Bond – This is Not an Exit: Hypermasculinity and Transgression in Bret Easton Ellis’s American 
Psycho (1991)

Teresa Marie Connors – What is Here? A Descriptive Account of Ecological Performativity: A 
Creative-Research Practice

Awards for Highly Commended papers were made to: 

Lisa Melville – Lesbians Making Babies: The Matter of Sperm

Sunita Basnet – Home and Home-making Practices: Former Bhutanese Refugee Women and Girls 
in New Zealand

Suzanna Ellington – To Doubt or Not to Doubt: The Hinges on which Fictions Turn

FASSGRAD 2014

Awards for Best Paper were made to: 

Daryl MacDonald –  Number in Oceanic Languages is More than Singular or Plural

Sangion Appiee – Kinship, Equity and Social Inclusion in Traditional Ecological Knowledge in Papua 
New Guinea

Honourable Mention Awards were made to:

Joel Gordon – Solving Hades’ Identity Crisis: Antiquity and Modern Mass Culture Working Together

Emma Nelson – Darwinian Evolution in H.G. Wells’ War of the Worlds
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Programme 

Thursday 8 November
All presentations are held in S.G.01

8.00 – 8.30

Registration, S block foyer.

8.30  

Welcome

9.00 – 10.00  

Keynote address: Dr Dan Weijers, University of Waikato: The experience machine and my postgraduate 
experience. 

Session 1
10.00 – 10.40 

Louise Ryan: Girlie Girls, Tom Boys, and the DisneyficatIon of Girlhood: Representations of Femininities 
in Disney Channel ‘Teen Scene’ Genre

Sara Ali, Representation of Masculinities in Nadeem Aslma’s Maps for Lost Lovers

10.40 – 11.00 Morning Tea - S Block Foyer

Session 2
11.00 – 12.00

Renee Boyer: Storytelling and the importance of looking out the window

Saikrishna Srinavasa: Narrative Techniques for storytelling in Virtual Reality: Defining a new screen writing

Rodrigo Hill: Place-Imaginaries: Photography and Curatorial Approaches to Place-Making
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Session 3
12.10 – 12.50  

Sarah Gholami: All written for Children? An examination of the implied child reader in Margaret Mahy’s 
picture books

Wendy Christie: An investigation of parents’ and children’s perceptions of applying “Orff-Schulwer” 
approaches to children’s private piano lessons

12.50 – 2.00  Lunch - S Block Foyer

Session 4
2.00 – 3.20

Armando Braga: Groundwater management and landscape planning: Gaps and barriers

Tidavadee Tongdethsri: Climate change adaptation policy in Thailand – The influence of internationally –
driven adaptation projects

Xi Wang: The use of social media by NZ and Chinese environmental and conservative non-profit 
organisations and the perspectives of their audiences

Magnus Abraham-Dukuma: Energy trilemma: Policy convulsion in the American federalism and foreign 
tales

3.20 – 3.50  Afternoon Tea - S Block Foyer

Session 5
3.50 – 5.10

Thi Ngoc Dun Nguyen, Making tourism inclusive – Reclaiming the collective responsibility in upholding 
local central role and achieving sustainable tourism development.

Ling Sai Ang, Counselling in the context of suicidal ideation in Malaysia

Michaela Selway: Contesting the motivations for Conversion in Las Siete Partidas

Berkay Kocak, Contextualising economic thought: Towards a social history of political economy

6.00  

Drinks and nibbles. A warm invitation is extended to all participants to join us for drinks and nibbles at 
Momento Cafe from 6 - 7.30pm. Prizes for day one will be awarded.
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Programme

Friday 9 November
8.30 – 8.50 

Registration

Session 6
8.50 – 9.30

Alexander Sutherland, The Marco Polo debate

Indranil Chakravarty, Constructing a Biopic Narrative Based on Scant Evidence.

Session 7
9.40 – 10.40

Bonnie Maihi: Spoken crossing gaps – Exploring occupational and educational pathways for our rangatahi 
growing up in NZ gang culture

Evelyn Walford-Bourke: Fraying edges: Constructing, reforming and working within NZ’s welfare safety net

Moana Rarere: Exploring the cultural influences on Māori family formation and fertility trends

10.40 – 11.00 Morning Tea - S Block Foyer

Session 8
11.00 – 12.20

Kelly Klink, Breaking the Barrier: Māori spiritual and religious entanglements at Aotea

Hayley Phillips: A Sea of Voices: Deep Sea Mining and the Solwara 1 Project in Papua New Guinea

Tihomir Rangelov: Ahamb (Vanuatu): Language context and endangerment

Maureen Fepuleai: Behind the smile: How tama’ita’I Samoa navigate acquired disability

12.20 – 2.00 Lunch - S Block Foyer

Session 9
2.00 – 3.20 

Karina Liddicoat, “What she did was trust that Refuge would do all that they can”: The role of advocates in 
supporting survivors of intimate partner violence seeking help from police

Apriel Simpson, Is it the person or the situation? Using information from police reports to predict repeat 
family harm episodes

Kayla Jordan, People’s memories for traumatic events are just as coherent as their memories for positive 
events
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Eryn Campbell, Positive emotions versus chronic pain

3.20 – 3.50  Afternoon Tea - S Block Foyer

Session 10
3.50 – 4.50

Juliana Brown: Gender, sex, and sexuality diversity at the University of Waikato

Brent Commerer: Diversity Spike: Political representation and the 2018 US elections

Francis Okpaleke: The US unmanned aerial battlefields: Implications for war and international security. 

4.50 - 5.00 Special Musical Performance

5.00 – 5.15 Presentation of awards for day two. 
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Presenters

The Marco Polo Debate

Alexander Leslie Sutherland 

History Department, The University of Waikato

Abstract

Did Marco Polo really go to China or was his story a collection of second-hand information gathered by 
a crafty Venetian merchant with a penchant for telling tall-tales? Historian Frances Wood posed this 
controversial question in her book Did Marco Polo go to China? first published in 1995. Pointing to the 
many inconstancies in Polo’s thirteenth century book, the Description of the World, Wood argued that 
Polo’s account was likely a compilation of stories obtained by Polo and his co-author Rustichello from 
Polo’s merchant family. Wood’s question fanned into flames an old debate over the veracity of Marco 
Polo’s claimed journey to and from China, reviving centuries-old arguments and inspiring new research.

The resurgence of the controversy surrounding Polo’s veracity influenced subsequent reappraisals of the 
most commonly discussed and debated topics from his book. In response to Wood’s argument, historians 
Richard Haw and Hans Ulrich Vogel published their own research into the veracity of Polo’s claims 
alongside refutations of Wood’s argument. Considering these historians’ debate—the Polo debate—
offers an insight into the nature of historical research: how sources are evaluated, interpreted, and 
verified as evidence of past events, and how historians debate the viability of their colleagues’ arguments.

Is it the person or the situation? Using information from police reports to predict repeat 

family harm episodes

Apriel Jolliffe Simpson

Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) in Psychology

Abstract

Family harm, defined as physical, sexual, psychological, or other form of abuse against a family member, 
is a significant social issue in New Zealand. Although it is generally accepted that family harm is episodic 
in nature, research is yet to find whether situational characteristics can predict repeat occurrences. We 
constructed a dataset containing a variety of situational and person characteristics for one month of 
family harm police reports in Hamilton City. We used this dataset to examine links between cases where 
the aggressive party was involved in a subsequent family violence episode during the following twelve 
months. This project was exploratory, with the modest aim of investigating whether analyses from these 
data sources can produce meaningful results with potential relevance for police dealing with family harm. 
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Groundwater management and landscape planning: Gaps and Barriers

Armando César R. Braga

Federal University of Campina Grande – Brazil

Silvia Serrao-Neumannc

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, The University of Waikato 

Abstract

Groundwater is used as water supply for a large part of the world’s population and has a fundamental 
role in ecosystem health and conservation. Its unrestricted use has led to it being overexploited in 
many locations, especially where the natural recharge is incompatible with the required anthropogenic 
demand. In coastal areas, rapid urbanization processes resulting in highly populated centres have created 
a mismatch between aquifers renewing capacity and withdrawal. An example of this situation is the 
Metropolitan Region of João Pessoa, Paraíba, Brazil. Located on top of a sedimentary coastal aquifer 
with multi-level groundwater systems, the region’s increased reliance on groundwater is generating 
a reduction of aquifer levels, especially in the deeper confined system. The objective of this paper 
is to analyse how the current legal and regulatory environmental and urban planning frameworks 
address problems relating to groundwater management along this coastal area. In particular, the paper 
investigates to what extent the region’s aquifer recharge and maintenance is considered within a 
landscape scale planning perspective. Applying a document content analysis, the paper identifies policy 
gaps and barriers for managing groundwater recharge, using structural measures or by natural processes. 
Recommendations on how the planning process can address identified gaps and barriers are then 
highlighted.

Contextualizing Economic Thought: Towards a Social History of Political Economy

Berkay Koçak

PhD Student - Politics 
The University of Waikato

Abstract

Deriving from the critique of mainstream in economics, the field of history of economic thought 
appeared once again in the middle of the controversies regarding mainstream’s hegemony on it. As 
this hegemony promotes a narrative based on comparative examination on mathematical modelling of 
economic theories, and intellectual history; an abstraction of this field from other disciplines emerges by 
isolating the thought from its social origins. Since disconnecting thought from its social roots limits the 
explanatory capacity of the field, it is further necessary to improve the features of critical analysis which 
needs to be providing an alternative epistemological and methodological approach towards the field of 
history of economic thought. A similar attempt of this kind of reconsideration in the field of history of 
political thought appeared with the emergence of the method ‘social history of political theory’, that 
created an alternative narrative of casting political thinkers with their social and political context (Wood 
2008, 2012). This presentation targets to comparatively problematize fields of history of economic and 
political thought, seeking to develop an alternative interdisciplinary approach containing both fields, 
which would be based on analysing both of their content regarding the social and political context 
historically. While this processes of problematization critically reviews the premises of these fields, there 
will emerge a methodological evaluation on the future of historical materialism and political economy as 
a method.
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Spoken Crossing Gaps – Exploring occupational and educational pathways for our rangatahi 

growing up in New Zealand gang culture.

Bonnie Maihi

Faculty of Māori and Indigenous studies, The University of Waikato

Abstract

This work is an exploration into the dreams, visions and aspirations of our rangatahi growing up in New 
Zealand gang culture. Strong emphasize is placed on Māori youth, as Māori make up the largest ethnicity 
within New Zealand gang culture at present. 

Focus group, semi-structured interview and waananga will be undertaken to gather data. The data is 
then used to shape the following, whereby findings will be presented within the gang forums themselves, 
allowing the voice of the youth to be heard as New Zealand gang culture undergoes shifts and changes. 

Growing up as a child within New Zealand gang culture myself, this study will look at some of the issues 
an challenges found within this sector, yet will strive to offer an optimistic articulation of future direction 
and possibilities deriving directly from the children who are impacted and influenced to a large extent by 
the gang culture environment. 

Making Tourism Inclusive - Reclaiming the Collective Responsibility in Upholding Local 

Central Role and Achieving Sustainable Tourism Development

Dung Nguyen, PhD Geography, Waikato

Abstract

Sustainable tourism development now recognises the importance of local people’s involvement, 
participation and empowerment. Little emphasis, however, has been given to the ways to achieve 
meaningful local engagement in sustainable tourism. This study examines the role of local communities 
in community-based tourism development in traditional tea production areas in Thai Nguyen 
province, Vietnam. In today’s unstable and fast-changing world, having community participation and 
empowerment is not enough. This study claims the importance of addressing and promoting the concept 
of a more inclusive tourism, for collective responsibility in upholding the central role of the local people 
to achieve sustainable tourism development. This study argues that countries need to put more effort 
into making sure that key stakeholders show a commitment to developing a culture of inclusion. A 
stakeholder inclusive process involves the engagement with government, local communities, NGOs, and 
other stakeholders, which aligns with what the community desires, and with sustainable development 
goals. Therefore, this study suggests that to sustain community-based tourism and uphold the central 
role of local people requires collective responsibility, and meaningful collaboration.
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Positive Emotions versus Chronic Pain

Eryn Campbell

Honours Student - Psychology

The University of Waikato 

Abstract 

Chronic pain is a growing problem, both in New Zealand and abroad. The focus of many pain 
management programmes is on symptom reduction, including reduction in levels of anxiety and 
depression, which are often comorbid with chronic pain. However, it may well be that increasing levels 
of positive emotions, such as hope, optimism, and positive affect, has a more significant effect. We 
conducted a study in conjunction with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital’s ReCharge pain management 
programme to investigate whether there is a relationship between changes in levels of positive emotions 
(hope, optimism, positive affect), negative emotions (anxiety, depression, pessimism), and changes in 
levels of pain self-efficacy. We found that changes in levels of positive emotions were strongly positively 
correlated with changes in levels of pain self-efficacy, confidence in your ability to complete daily tasks 
despite the pain. Of the three positive emotions, hope was the most significant. Future research is needed 
to determine causality as we can only say that there is a high correlation at this point. Changes in levels 
of negative emotions (anxiety, depression, pessimism) were negatively correlated with changes in levels 
of pain self-efficacy, but it was non-significant.

Fraying Edges: Constructing, Reforming, and Working Within New Zealand’s Welfare Safety 

Net

Evelyn Walford-Bourke

School of Social and Cultural Studies, Cultural Anthropology program.

Victoria University.

Abstract

In August 2017, debate over Green Party co-leader Metiria Turei’s declaration of two-decade-old benefit 
fraud sparked an ongoing discussion around poverty in New Zealand that revealed the fraying edges of 
the country’s welfare safety net. Today, both beneficiaries and service providers must put in a significant 
amount of effort to “play the game” within a complex landscape of government departments, NGOs, 
and bureaucratic regulation in order to address hardship, but much of this effort goes unseen. As a result, 
perceptions around beneficiaries and the extent of poverty in New Zealand focus on “deservingness” in 
a way that assumes the welfare system is coherent, with a clear and fair way to ensure provision for all. 
However, the way the welfare system has evolved - and devolved - over time in reaction to changing 
economic arrangements, political approaches, and social beliefs around poverty in New Zealand has 
instead produced mismatches between policy, practice and need. I explore how those “on the ground” 
manage these gaps in order to address hardship to contextualize the impact welfare reform has had 
on the experience of, and narrative around, hardship in New Zealand, linking in to anthropological 
discussions around the limitations of social policy and bureaucracy.
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The US Unmanned Aerial Battlefields: Implication for War and International Security

Francis Okpaleke

Master of Arts by thesis. Department of Political Science and Public Policy

The University of Waikato

Abstract

The movement towards unmanned weapons systems seems inevitable and is often framed as necessary 
to retain the edge in US military effectiveness. Unmanned and autonomous systems have been central 
to the Department of Defences’ Third Offset strategy which calls for greater investments in these 
technologies to compete with rivals, such as China. This paper synthesizes interviews, experiments, 
surveys, and historical case analyses to question both the novelty of the move towards unmanned 
weaponry, and the belief that the development of these weapons is the inevitable pathway to achieving 
US national security objectives. Instead, the paper argues that there are a number of factors driving the 
push towards unmanned systems – defence industry pressures, the US public, and risk averse leaders – 
which have little to do with whether these weapons increase US military effectiveness. In many cases, 
in fact, unmanned technologies are poorly suited to achieving large-scale military objectives but may be 
attractive to political and military leaders for other domestic political reasons. The implications for future 
wars are real. It is therefore the overarching focus of this paper to critically investigate this.

A Sea of Voices: Deep Sea Mining and the Solwara 1 Project in Papua New Guinea

Hayley Phillips

Anthropology Programme. MSocSci

The University of Waikato

Abstract

Deep sea mining is a new and increasingly important part of the capitalist exploitation of the world’s 
oceans. Situated off the coast of New Ireland Province, Papua New Guinea, Solwara 1 is expected to 
become the world’s first deep sea mining project, with a likely production start date of 2019. The project 
will occur in a country with a long history of mining developments that have produced widespread 
social and environmental harm. In my discussion, I will focus on the viewpoint of four key stakeholder 
groups: the mining company, the government, local communities and the fourth estate, here taken to 
include NGOs, the scientific community, as well as media. Each of these parties has constructed its 
own discourse about the Solwara 1 project, and uniquely constructs the essence of the project and its 
interrelationship with the surrounding communities and marine environment.
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Constructing a Biopic Narrative Based on Scant Evidence.

Indranil Chakravarty

PhD Student - Film

University of Victoria

Abstract 

In this Creative Practice thesis, I set out to write a screenplay on a man in 19th century India who is 
said to have killed a tiger with his bare hands at 14, became a globe-trotting circus performer, a surgeon 
and a triumphant Captain of the Brazilian Army. Erased from public memory, I am confronted with the 
problem of scant evidence in reconstructing his life as I have only six letters and some recently-excavated 
archival evidence. I interpret him as a modern-day cosmopolitan of the 19th century, living across 
cultures but with non-elitist and non-Western origins. I thus set out to explore biopics to understand how 
screenwriters in similar situations overcame their problem without resorting to rampant falsification. 
I identify four narrative pathways: biopics of interiority (those that trace the inner life), fragmentation 
(those that create a disjointed narrative aesthetic to avoid fictionalisation), fictionalisation (with an 
awareness of the connections between the present and the past) or group-portrait (where a life-story 
is constructed by connecting it to more documented lives). These are overlapping categories and as my 
own biopic-screenplay demonstrates, one can combine two or more of these patterns to arrive at one’s 
own idiosyncratic form and method of historical inquiry. 

Gender, Sex, and Sexuality Diversity at the University of Waikato

Juliana Brown

PhD Candidate, Psychology, University of Waikato

Abstract 

This presentation reflects on gender, sex, and sexuality diversity at the University of Waikato in 2018. 
The first component of my research was focus groups with gender, sex, and sexuality diverse staff and 
students. Participants from these focus groups shared their experiences of being diverse within the 
University of Waikato campus space. The findings from these focus groups then influenced the questions 
I included in a university wide survey (my second research component) that asks about understandings 
of, and attitudes toward, gender, sex, and sexuality diversity. The survey was for staff members and 
students of all sexualities, sex characteristics, and genders. Based on the results of these research 
processes, I will portray the narratives of gender, sex, and sexuality diverse people within the University 
of Waikato. Key experiences of inclusion and support within the University of Waikato will be highlighted, 
as well as experiences of covert marginalisation and discrimination. I will also highlight interventions that 
gender, sex, and sexuality diverse people suggested would be helpful for creating a more supportive and 
inclusive university environment, including ways that cisgender and heterosexual staff and students can 
act as supportive allies. 
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“What she did was trust that Refuge would do all that they can”

The role of advocates in supporting survivors of intimate partner violence seeking help from 
police.

Karina Ruth Liddicoat 

BA Social Sciences with Honours in Social Policy, The University of Waikato

Abstract

Intimate partner violence (IPV) in Aotearoa New Zealand is a social issue that is reaching epidemic 
levels, affecting an estimated one in three ever partnered women. Police play a key role in responding 
to IPV, yet there are a number of barriers for survivors contacting the police during a crisis. Advocates 
are crucial to supporting survivors during the crisis period, although there are barriers to providing this 
support to survivors. The method of data collection was a qualitative focus group with 6 advocates, 
which was analysed using thematic analysis to identify the key themes. The findings showed that it is 
not an easy step for survivors to call police, and that often there is a small window of opportunity for 
advocates to engage with women who call the police. Therefore, close collaboration between the police 
and advocates, including referrals to other support agencies, is vital to support survivors during the crisis 
period and needs to be prioritised if New Zealand is to adequately address the high incidence of IPV.

People’s memories for traumatic events are just as coherent as their memories for positive 

events.

Kayla Jordan

Honours student, Department of Psychology, The University of Waikato

Abstract

In popular culture, clinical observations, and some theories of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, people’s 
memories for traumatic events are portrayed as uniquely incoherent—lacking a storyline and missing 
pieces. But this portrayal is not supported by scientific studies. These studies, however, ask people for 
memories that are often many years old, leaving open the possibility that by the time people participate, 
their traumatic memories have increased in coherence. How coherent, then, are people’s memories 
for recent traumatic and positive events? We randomly assigned subjects to watch a video of either a 
traumatic or positive event and asked them questions about their memory for that event 48 hours later. 
We found that people’s memories for recent traumatic and positive events were not only fairly coherent, 
but similarly so. These findings provide further evidence against the widespread assumption that 
traumatic memories are uniquely incoherent and have implications for the treatment of PTSD.
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Breaking the Barrier: Māori Spiritual and Religious Entanglements at Aotea 

Kelly Moanna Klink 

MA History Department, The University Waikato 

Abstract

Aotea (Great Barrier Island) is the traditional name of a large island in the Hauraki Gulf. Ngāti Rehua 
have had unbroken occupation of this landscape since the arrival of our founding ancestor Toi te Huatahi 
from Hawaiki around 900 years ago. My presentation will reflect on our tribal traditions, histories 
relating to the first peopling of Aotea, and of subsequent canoe movements and interactions with other 
tribal groups over the following centuries. This study is an iwi focused history project, but it fits also 
within a broader historiography that focuses on Māori colonial encounters and the impact of religion in 
indigenous worlds. It explores more closely the problematic truth that Ngāti Rehua were perhaps one 
of the last iwi in a region where Christianity was widespread and visible. Was this simply because Ngāti 
Rehua were isolated at the barrier? Or were they transient and mobile as a group? Or did they ‘re-
negotiate’ Christianity with a stronger emphasis on traditional spiritual practices and systems?   

Counselling in the context of suicidal ideation in Malaysia

Ling Sai Ang

Te Oranga School of Human Development and Movement Studies, The University of Waikato

Abstract

My study investigates the shaping effects of socio-cultural and political aspects on counselling practice 
in Malaysia when clients present with suicidal ideation. I particularly emphasise how counsellors are 
positioned when these aspects intersect with the counselling process; how counsellors respond to, 
resist and change their positioning in order to minimise the risk of harm, and enhance life-affirming 
possibilities. Data were generated in semi-structured interviews with counsellors. A discursive analysis 
of data illustrated that within the tensions between ethical choice of respecting clients’ right to 
autonomy and protecting client safety, counsellors found ways to engage in practice wisdom and 
work to co-construct with clients a relational, flexible, care-ful, creative, ethical responsive dialogic 
practice. Counsellors skilfully and delicately wove counselling, cultural/religious and personal knowledge 
together to produce practices tailored to the particularity of a specific client, while taking account of 
serious considerations for client safety. I argue that these practices should be understood through the 
imaginative possibilities of philosophy, showing how a Levinasian understanding of the Face of the 
Other, and a Derridean understanding of hospitality, highlight the highly developed relational-dialogic-
responsive skill critical to counselling practice alongside clients where there is risk of serious self-harm.
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Girlie Girls, Tom Boys, and the Disneyfication of Girlhood: Representations of Femininities in 

Disney Channel ‘Teen Scene’ Genre

Louise Ryan

MA - Media

University of Auckland

Abstract

Girlhood encapsulates what it means to be a girl at any age, but particularly during tween years and 
adolescence. During these stages Girls are developing an understanding of themselves and others, while 
negotiating ideas of identity, gender and sexuality. Popular culture media can serve to regulate their 
understandings, producing representations of appropriate girlhood that skew towards a hegemonic and 
mainstream ideology of what being a girl is. Disney Channel has positioned itself in a successful niche, 
producing a wide variety of shows that successfully attract its targeted tween (particularly tween girl) 
audience. Disney Channel successfully promotes characters and stars that tween girls idealise and 
aspire to be like, but in turn instil stereotypical and hegemonic ideas of femininity. This paper aims to 
explore the images of girlhood produced by Disney Channel’s ‘teen scene’ genre series; Hannah Montana, 
Liv & Maddie and Girl Meets World, in which this disneyfication of girlhood sees the promotion and 
reproduction of Disney’s heteronormative and conventional expectations of gender and girlhood, and the 
exclusion of those who do not fit within the norm.

Magnua Abraham-Dukuma

Energy Trilemma: Policy Convulsion in the American Federalism and Foreign Tales 

Magnus Abraham-Dukuma , PhD, Law, Waikato

Abstract

Emissions reduction, energy security and energy affordability constitute core energy trilemma problems 
facing countries of the world today. At the heart of this milieu are the twin issues of energy efficiency 
in conventional fossil fuels industry and energy transition to renewables. Countries of the world ought 
to work collectively, promptly and dispassionately intra-nationally and internationally in this respect. 
However, there seems to be policy convulsion between the Federal Government of the United States 
of America and policy efforts of a federating state, California. Whiles California has made and is still 
making positive strides in emissions reduction at a state level, the Trump administration at the federal 
level seeks to lower the United States emissions reduction standards. This smacks of policy convulsion 
and non-alignment, with potential multiple national, regional and global ramifications. This is in addition 
to the unpopular US’ withdrawal from the Paris Climate Change Agreement in 2017 by Trump - another 
unpleasant move for the climate change debate. Against this backdrop, this paper argues for policy 
alignment between components of the federal structure and the need for persistent concerted efforts by 
the comity of nations to address the climate change scourge.
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Behind the smile: how tama’ita’i Samoa navigate acquired disability.

Maureen Fepuleai

PhD candidate, Faculty of Maori and Indigenous Studies, The University of Waikato 

Abstract

Tama’ita’i Samoa are the heart and feagaiga of aiga and Samoan society. Tama’ita’i Samoa who acquire 
a disability or multiple disabilities are suddenly faced with having to manage the personal and social 
impact of an acquired disability, alongside their usual cultural, family, church and community obligations. 
This research offers tama’ita’i Samoa a safe space and opportunity to have their voices heard as they 
share their stories. I attempt to delve into the history of acquired disability in Samoa and I also explore 
beliefs around acquired disability through a fa’aSamoa lens and examine how this informs the navigation 
of acquired disability for tama’ita’i Samoa in this new journey – a journey that is usually hidden behind 
the smile. 

Contesting the Motivations for Conversion in Las Siete Partidas. 

Michaela Selway

BA(Hons) in History, the University of Auckland.

Abstract

The term convivencia has come to define the Christian rule of Medieval Iberia from the eleventh to 
thirteenth centuries, determining that Christians, Muslims and Jews lived in relative peace. Significant 
law codes throughout this era have been attributed with regulating the peaceful relations between these 
three religious groups. One such law code is Las Siete Partidas, composed by King Alfonso X ‘The Wise’ of 
Castile and Léon. The Partidas encompass the ideals for an archetypical Christian citizen and determine 
the rights of subjects and religious minorities living within this kingdom. However, recent scholarship by 
notable historians such as David Nirenberg, John Tolan, and Joseph O’Callaghan has created a counter-
narrative to this supposed time of peace. This article seeks to further this counter-narrative by posing 
that the Partidas were more prescriptive than law, particularly concerning ideas of conversion. The 
Partidas state that conversion was to occur solely through peaceful conversation and without constraint 
or constriction. Through a study of contemporary religious thought on conversion, an analysis of Las 
Siete Partidas and individual lay accounts, this article argues that Moors and Jews were forced to convert 
through regulations limiting their social status and ability to fully partake in society.
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Exploring the cultural influences on Māori family formation & fertility trends

Moana Rarere , Phd, NIDEA, Waikato.

Abstract

My doctoral study revisits the study of Māori fertility in the field of demography. As a core component 
in demography, the analysis of fertility patterns has principally been the domain of demographers and, 
in cases where the focus is on Māori/indigenous populations, has mostly been conducted by non-Māori/
non-indigenous analysts. Accordingly, interpretations have predominantly been framed by eurocentric 
paradigms that primarily serves public policy interests, and only touches the surface of Māori births. 
Much of the narrative has been descriptive in nature. In the demographic history of the Māori population 
has been the dramatic shift from high to low levels of births, with fairly recent studies interpreting this 
shift as a ‘convergence’ towards Pākehā fertility levels. However, Māori fertility is still very distinct with 
most births occurring at younger ages. Unfortunately, very little study has ever taken into account Māori 
worldviews for understanding the way in which birth trends have materialised over time. I draw on mana 
wahine as a framework to guide my research practices to develop a better understanding of Māori birth 
patterns by including wāhine Māori voices through the use of whakawhiti korero

Storytelling and the importance of looking out the window

Renée Boyer

Master of Professional Writing, English Programme, The University of Waikato

Abstract

Undertaking a creative writing thesis can be daunting. Putting together a piece of long-form prose takes 
research writing to a new level, as the finished piece needs not only to inform, but to entertain. Further, 
once the thesis is complete and the examiners have had their say, it’s not over – next comes the task of 
seeking publication.

As part of the first cohort of students undertaking a creative writing thesis in the Master of Professional 
Writing, I also feel a “duty” to be successful, to make sure the effort put in by Tracey Slaughter, Sarah 
Shieff and others has not gone to waste (and perhaps, to “stick it to Vic” just a little!)

Storytelling is an ancient art, and one of the best media to help share research with a wide range of 
people. As writers we read a lot, research a lot, and agonise a lot – and most non-writers underestimate 
the importance of thinking time – “looking out the window” is a key part of the creative process. 

I’d like to share some of that process, and the journey thus far, with students taking a more “traditional” 
research approach.
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Place-Imaginaries: Photography and Curatorial Approaches to Place-Making. 

Rodrigo Hill

PhD candidate, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, The University of Waikato. 

Abstract

The depth and layering of places impose an exciting challenge to researchers and artists whom are 
willing to creatively explore the multi-sensorial and spatial “reality” of places and the subsequent visual 
constructions of place imaginaries. These thoughts underpin my current creative practice PhD research at 
Te Awa River Ride in Hamilton. 

My focus, however, lies at the intersection of curatorial-based photographic approaches and place-
making processes in which photography plays the role of representing layered “place-imaginaries”. 
My creative practice PhD research focus on the sensorial ways of knowing, experiencing and making 
places and consequently in the photographic technologies, practices and imagery that are part of 
these processes. My photographic practice and methodology unfold trough fragmentary image making 
followed by curatorial practices towards narrative based photographic installation sequences.

My presentation at the FASS Grad 2018 conference will aim to unpack the creative practice component 
of my current PhD research. I will present my final creative output a photography installation titled South 
of the Rising Sun. The installation encompassed complex curatorial and methodological strategies aimed 
at the construction of narrative based photographic installation sequence.

Narrative techniques for storytelling in Virtual Reality: Defining a new screen writing

Saikrishna Srinivasa

PhD Screen & Media, The University of Waikato

Abstract

Virtual Reality is a new and upcoming technology in the field of media. Investors are yet to find the right 
strategy and sector to focus on planning their investment. Recent survey conducted by Perkins Coie LLP 
shows a steep decrease of VR investors in the films (40% to 18%) and games (78% to 59%) from 2016 to 
2018. My research is on the topic of bringing in new narrative techniques into the new media of Virtual 
reality (VR). The primary objectives of my research is to cultivate new narrative techniques for this new 
storytelling platform distinct from film and gaming. It is also to assimilate storytelling with the user 
interactivity, which presents new challenges. The research will produce a creative output, that intends 
to test different methods of presenting narrative within a VR environment. The methods used for this 
research are interdisciplinary consisting of Textual & Content analysis, Observation & Think aloud and 
Feedback Questionnaire/ Interview. This research is focused on adjusting to the presence of VR and how 
advance storytelling can be used in VR, as media and technology are always complementary to each 
other.
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Representation of Masculinities in Nadeem Aslam’s Maps for Lost Lovers

Sara Ali - PhD student, English, Waikato.

Abstract

By writing stories about indigenous issues and dilemmas faced by Pakistani people, Pakistani writers have 
claimed their own voice. This paper seeks to explore the counter discourse Pakistani fiction in English 
offers in contrast to the homogenous, demonising Western view of Pakistani masculinity as barbaric. 
The novel I analyse for this purpose is Nadeem Aslam’s Maps for Lost Lovers (2004) which tends to be 
discussed in an identical way by critics, who profile the oppression confronted by women and focus 
on men as solely the perpetrators of violence and abuse, ignoring the complexities and heterogeneity 
of masculinity. This paper seeks to explore how Aslam fashions the narrative of Pakistani masculinity, 
especially as an insider, using theories of performativity, intersectionality and Connell’s concept of 
hegemonic masculinity. Though all characters show uncritical acceptance and adherence to the narrow 
life script moulded by patriarchal thinking, a distinction can be drawn between oppressive and oppressed 
masculinities in the text. Aslam’s representation of the complex inner lives of British-Muslim Pakistani 
men marginalized because of their race, ethnicity and social status caught up in codes of honor, shame, 
and manliness works to expose the masculine hierarchies present in the society.

All written for Children? An Examination of the Implied Child Reader in Margaret Mahy’s 

Picture Books

Sarah Gholami

PhD English Literature, Victoria University

Abstact

It is normally taken for granted that whatever Margaret Mahy has published in the realm of Children’s 
Literature is similarly creating an implied child reader. My argument will question this repeated taken-
for-granted statement, drawing on the early picture books (now seen as classics), that Mahy’s works are 
unquestionably written for children. Using Aiden Chambers’ theory of “The Reader in the Book,” I will 
argue that her picture books do not always meet the criteria for writing for children. They have aspects 
that children would not comprehend or, as far as I can tell, appreciate. They are developed in different 
ways using different techniques, devices and structures to provide particular potentials for the emergence 
of possible implied readers with different features and qualities. In other words, this examination would 
argue for the possibility of different implied readers in Mahy’s picture books and against the assumptions 
which consider a single implied reader for all her works. My examination focuses on A Lion in the Meadow, 
The Procession, and The Little Witch. My readings demonstrate that these three stories are interestingly 
very different from each other in the ways in which they construct their readers.
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Climate Change Adaptation Policy in Thailand – The influence of internationally-driven 

adaptation projects

Tidavadee Tongdethdsri

PhD Candidate, Political Science, The University of Waikato

Abstract

Thailand’s national policy on climate change adaptation has been relatively new as seen with the 
development of the recent Climate Change Master Plan (CMMP) 2015-2050. In the absence of adequate 
national climate adaptation policy and government funding, climate change adaptation have been 
delivered by international agencies that are based in or have partnerships with the Thai government. 
This paper examines the influence of internationally-driven adaptation projects on the development of 
climate change policy in Thailand by focusing on the USAID-funded Mekong Adaptation and Resilience 
to Climate Change (ARCC) project in Chiang Rai, Thailand. It explores how the frameworks used in the 
project have the potential to shape the policy approach taken by central government. This is shown in 
the way the project merges climate change initiatives with rural development strategies by connecting 
scientific climate data and projections with community-based adaptation. The paper also identifies how 
the issue of climate change have been defined for rural communities in Thailand and how this determines 
the direction for central government. The adaptation activities implemented by the project focuses 
on improving the community’s vulnerability to increased temperature, droughts, floods and water 
contamination. The paper further highlights the integration of climate change adaptation strategies in 
other policy areas from the activities implemented in the project. 

Ahamb (Vanuatu): Language Context and Endangerment 

Tihomir Rangelov

Linguistics Programme, FASS, The University of Waikato

Abstract 

Ahamb is a previously undocumented language spoken in the south of Malekula, Vanuatu’s second 
largest island, by around 900 people. The language has become endangered, and in this paper, factors 
contributing to Ahamb’s endangerment are considered, including both environmental and sociolinguistic 
factors that are relevant to the language’s survival. The account is based on my own fieldwork as well 
as previous anthropological research (Bratrud 2017, 2018). Significantly, Ahamb Island, along with 
neighbouring small islands on the south coast of Malekula, have experienced the effects of rising sea 
levels, resulting in significant land loss, and the need for community resettlement over the last two 
decades. 

Employing UNESCO’s language vitality assessment criteria (Brenzinger et al., 2003), I examine the 
context, in which Ahamb is spoken today. The assessment shows that Ahamb scores relatively well in 
terms of intergenerational transmission, attitudes of its speakers, and higher level protection by the 
government of Vanuatu. However, Ahamb is mostly used at home and its chances to expand to new 
domains, such as education and media, have been limited. The ongoing documentation project, which 
also aims to produce literacy materials in Ahamb, will hopefully contribute to improving its vitality.
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An Investigation of Parents’ and Children’s Perceptions of Applying “Orff-Schulwerk” 

Approaches to Children’s Private Piano Lessons

Wendy Christie 

Master of Education, Faculty of Education, The University of Waikato

Abstract

In recent years, Orff-Schulwerk has experienced rapid and widespread acclaim as a holistic and inclusive 
approach to music education. Yet, despite its success in classroom music education programmes, limited 
attention has been given to the potential of such approach to be applied to individual instrumental 
lessons. More importantly, little consideration has been given to children’s and parents’ perspectives 
of learning their instrument through an Orff Schulwerk approach. This research seeks to respond to 
these gaps by investigating children’s and parents’ perceptions of applying Orff-Schulwerk principles to 
individual piano instruction. An instrumental case study was used to examine the perceptions of seven 
children who were taught Orff-Schulwerk principles alongside their individual piano lessons over an 
eight week period. In addition, parents’ perceptions were also examined. The findings revealed that both 
children and parents perceived the Orff-Schulwerk approach to enhance their creativity, musicianship 
and awareness of ensemble playing. However, it was also found that parents’ preconceived beliefs and 
agendas for engaging their child in instrumental lessons were a barrier to accepting Orff-Schulwerk as 
a viable and powerful form of music education. This study demonstrates the potential of applying Orff-
Schulwerk methodologies to individual instrumental instruction and also highlights the need for further 
research to consider the voices and perspectives of parents and children.

The Use of Social Media by New Zealand and Chinese Environmental & Conservation Non-

profit Organizations and the Perspectives of Their Audiences.

Xi Wang

MA Screen & Media, The University of Waikato

Abstract

The purpose of the research is to understand the purpose, method, and effect of social media use 
by environmental and conservation non-profit organizations (NPOs), the views of the staff of these 
organizations on social media and the views of their audience. I adopted the coding procedures and the 
Trigram Model which were developed by Lovejoy and Saxton (2012) to analyse the 2,780 posts from 50 
sampled organizations. According to the research results, Chinese organizations are more inclined to 
information spreading than New Zealand organizations. New Zealand NPOs have more “Actors”. The 
research also used the Pearson correlation coefficient to calculate the correlation between the use of 
strategies by each organization and audience participation. As a result, the hypothesis that the use of 
publicity strategies has a positive correlation with attracting audience attention and participation was 
confirmed. To understand how these NPOs view social media and how effective it is in helping these 
organizations, I interviewed 9 NPOs’ staff of the 50 sampling organizations. These organizations provide 
specific data on the actual effects of using social media. I also summarized their preference for the use 
of publicity channels through the interviews. Finally, I collected 100 questionnaires from the target 
audiences of these NPOs and run focus groups to explore the audience’s using behaviour of social media 
and their views and preferences. 
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