
 

 

 
 

 

PROJECT SUBMISSION DETAILS: PROJECT #:  69 

External Organisation Name: Priority One 

Supervisor/s: Rebecca Lawton (UoW) and Caine Taipa (Manaaki Te Awanui) 

Field: Matuaranga Maori, Marine Science 

Project Title: Karengo as a taonga species: traditional uses, value and current uses 

Project Aim: The primary aim is to identify which seaweed species are referred to as 
karengo around New Zealand, and document their traditional uses, value and 
current uses by iwi. 

Project Location: Tauranga – Coastal Marine Field station 

Outputs/Use of Data: UoW may use any data collected for teaching, publication etc. 

Funding: Priority One will provide Match Funding - $3,000 

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 

1. Understanding of importance of karengo as a taonga species in different regions of New Zealand 
2. Identification of the species of seaweeds referred to as karengo 

 

STUDENT TASKS: 

1. Conduct literature search on the traditional uses and value of karengo to Maori 

2. Investigate traditional and current uses of karengo through consultation with relevant iwi 

3. Determine which species of seaweed are referred to as karengo in regions of interest in New Zealand 

4. Write a short report summarising findings of this research 

 

REQUIRED SKILLS: 

1. Excellent communication skills 

2. Good interpersonal skills 

3. Comfortable meeting with local iwi representatives 

4. Self-motivated and pro-active 
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PROJECT ABSTRACT: 

Māori traditionally used a few species of seaweed (rimu) as food. The red seaweed karengo was the most 
commonly eaten seaweed and was an important supplement to the winter diet of Mā�ori. The name karengo 
generally refers to species from the genus Porphyra. However, in some regions of New Zealand, green species 
of seaweed from the genus Ulva (sea lettuce) are also referred to as karengo. Just as there is variation in the 
seaweed species referred to as karegno, traditional and current uses of these resources are also likely to vary 
around New Zealand.  
 

We have just begun a large 5-year project working towards the development of a seaweed aquaculture industry 
in New Zealand. As part of this project, we are targeting species of Ulva for cultivation in land-based aquaculture 
operations. However, as Ulva spp. are potentially taonga species in some regions of New Zealand where they 
are referred to as karengo, a greater understanding of their traditional uses and value are vital. Therefore, the 
aims of this project are to identify which seaweed species are referred to as karengo around New Zealand, and 
document their traditional uses, value and current uses by iwi.  
 

This project will be based in Tauranga at the University of Waikato Coastal Marine Field Station and will involve 
consultation with relevant iwi and literature searches to investigate traditional and current uses of karengo. Some 
travel to meet with iwi is likely to be required. The student will be supported by research staff from the University 
of Waikato and Manaaki Te Awanui, a Maori Environmental Research Group based in Tauranga Moana. 
Connections with relevant iwi will be established by the research team before this project commences and the 
student will be supported in all their interactions with iwi. At the conclusion of this project the student will be 
expected to provide a short report that collates their findings.  
 

This project is one of three being co-funded by Priority One (Taurang's economic development organisation), as 
part of a new 'Open Labs' initiative being piloted in collaboration with the University.    

 
 


