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Standards, standards, standards… The Welsh Government has devolved
responsibility for English and Welsh medium education in Wales. In response
to poor international rating in the most recent PISA tables, in which Wales’
rating fell behind that of the other UK countries, the education minister
issued a plan for change in February 2011. The 20-point plan is tightly
focused around three core objectives: literacy, numeracy and reducing the
impact of poverty. Scrutiny over the quality of initial teacher education
across the 3–19 age range has followed, along with higher demands for
entry standards, a requirement to track trainees’ literacy and numeracy
skills and the imminent introduction of a new school-based post-graduate
route into teaching for the highest achieving Welsh graduates. In this
presentation Jane hopes to scratch the surface of the ‘standards agenda’
and consider double standards, tensions, challenges and opportunities for
Welsh ITET providers and their school-based partners.

www.waikato.ac.nz/wmier

