
Fulbright Scholar Symposium

Unpacking discourses of 
colourblindness and invisibility

PROGRAMME

9.45-10.00    Opening

10.00-11.00  Presentation  

Professor Mara Sapon-Shevin, Fulbright Scholar, Syracuse 
University, New York, USA.

For many people the goal of multicultural education remains achieving 
the goal of “colourblindness”, i.e. seeing “beyond colour” as evidence of 
lack of prejudice or discrimination. Similarly, discourses of “invisibility” 
are also presented as evidence that modifications and alterations 
responsive to differences are so seamless that the differences are 
rendered “invisible.”  
 
But colourblindness and invisibility as goals are antithetical to anti-
oppressive education and challenging racism, sexism, homophobia, 
ableism etc. This symposium unpacks the relationship between how 
we see (or don’t see) and talk about (or don’t talk about) difference, 
particularly with reference to how we move to strategies of overtly 
challenging prejudicial and oppressive structures and behaviors. 
Particular attention will be placed on exploring the ways in which this 
conversation must always take place within a particular context, and 
how the cultural history of New Zealand interfaces with discussions of 
integration/segregation and visibility/invisibility. 
               

11.00-11.30  Reflecting on Mara’s framing questions in the form of  
           small group discussions  

11.30-11.45  Walk around and group feedback

12.00-12.45  Lunch

12.45-2.45   Reflective comments from colleagues
          Associate Professor Mere Berryman, University of Waikato
          Associate Professor Lise Claiborne, University of Waikato
          Dr John Fenaughty, University of Auckland
          Associate Professor Anne Hynds, University of Auckland
  
2.45-3.15   Summary comments and reflection from Mara

Mara Sapon-Shevin, Professor of 
Inclusive Education is a specialist in 
diversity and social justice issues, 
including full inclusion, anti-racism 
teaching, bullying and harassment, 
cooperative learning, and using the 
arts to teach against oppression. She 
has written more than 200 books, 
book chapters, and articles and has 
presented keynotes and workshops 
internationally.

DATE

Thursday 23 February 2017

TIME

9.45am - 3.15pm

VENUE
MSB 1.37, Management School, 
Gate 6b, Hillcrest Road, Hamilton. 
Parking Gate 10, Silversdale Road, 
$2 per day.

RSVP BY 17 FEBRUARY 2017

To: http://bit.ly/2joICHU

http://www.waikato.ac.nz/wmier
http://bit.ly/2joICHU

