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HYDROCARBONS- Crude oil, natural gas, coal. 
At least half the countries have substantial 
deposits- Nigeria, Angola, Libya, Gabon, 
South Sudan, Congo. Many others are up and 
coming- Ghana, Mozambique, Kenya, Sierra 
Leone, Madagascar, Uganda. 

 ABUNDANT RENEWABLES- Geothermal, hydro, 
wind, ocean currents, and… 
 AN ABUNDANCE OF SOLAR ENERGY, PRACTICALLY 

ALL OVER THE CONTINENT 

MORE THAN ENOUGH ENERGY SOURCES TO 
POWER THE CONTINENT 



 Evidence suggests extensive deposits. A 

recent US study shows substantial deposits in 

e.g. Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, Mauritania, 

Western Sahara, South Africa, and states that 

Central Africa, inter alia, was not addressed 

by it because of significant quantities of 

conventional natural gas, or because of 

insufficient data. 



 African energy most pressing problem is how 
to tap its extensive under-utilised energy 
resources.  

 The greatest problems of underdevelopment 
are also to be found in some African 
countries, and are clearly shown to be linked 
to energy. 

There is the over-riding need to grow 
energy use in accordance with principles of 
sustainable development which take long-
term environmental matters into 
consideration.  



More than half of the populations in 

developing Asia and 80% of the population in 

sub-Saharan Africa exist without clean 

cooking facilities. (Seven of the ten largest 

populations without access to clean cooking 

facilities, including two- thirds of the Indian 

population, reside in developing Asia.) 

  29% of the population of sub-Saharan Africa 

has access to electricity compared with 40% 

in other low-income countries in other parts 

of the world.  

 



 Development is impossible without access to to clean 
and uncontaminated water. 

 In 1977, the Action Plan from the United Nations 
Water Conference declared that all people have the 
right to drinking water in quantities and of a quality 
equal to their basic needs. However, it has not been 
explicitly recognized as a human right under 
international law. 

 Launched the International Drinking Water Supply and 
Sanitation Decade, from 1980 to 1990.  

 This is the ‘International Decade for Action ‘Water for 
Life 2005-2015. BUT…  

 THE SITUATION IS WORSENING ALL OVER THE WORLD, 
PARTICULARLY IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, 
WHERE LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
FRAMEWORKS ARE MINIMAL. 

 

 



Will underground energy uses 

Help solve the energy  

problem? Or will they  

introduce new problems into 

 an already fragile situation? 



 “We do not need unconventional gas to meet 

growing energy demand in South Africa as we 

have far more immediate viable and 

sustainable energy development options than 

shale gas.”  

  Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) 

 

 SA is said to have extensive extensive 

deposits. It also has a water problem. From a 

cost –benefit analysis, what has the greater 

weight? 



 Considering the extent of exploration 

undertaken so far on the continent, it can 

not be categorically said that more than an 

handful of such countries exist. 

 For those countries however, the benefits 

could possibly outweigh the possible 

environmental consequences. 



 Technological innovation, such as waterless 

fracking, (using gelled propane instead) said 

to have been developed by a Canadian 

company GasFrac. 

 The presence of an adequate and effective 

legal regulatory and administrative 

frameworks, often lacking in the less 

developed countries 

 Physical infrastructure, sufficient to protect 

the environment, and minimize health risks 

to the people. 



 Africa’s prospects lie more in harnessing finance to 
develop its extensive energy resources. 

  Considering its immense untapped nonrenewable and 
renewable resources, most of the countries have no 
need for controversial unproven technologies that 
could be detrimental to the quality of life. 

  The concentration therefore has to be on the 
creation of conducive investor-friendly environments 
that guarantee a safe return on investments.  

 States with alternatives, most of the African states, 
are better off utilizing other options.  

 present economics make fracking an attractive 
alternative. In a lower priced era- and fluctuating 
prices are an inevitable feature of the petroleum 
industry- will it then be clearly seen as an 
environmentally hazardous practice? 

 


