
PROJECT SUBMISSION DETAILS: PROJECT #: 7 

External Organisation Name: Guthrie Smith Trust 

Supervisor/s: Terry Taaffe (GST) and Dr Silvia Serrao Neumann (UoW) 

Field: Environmental Planning, Environmental Education, Environmental Science 

Project Title: A Plan to promote environmentally sustainable living in an urban location 

Project Aim: To plan the development of a sustainable living demonstration in an urban 

backyard. 

Project Location: Havelock North (Hawke's Bay) 

Outputs/Use of Data: The data collected from the research project is embargoed.  The embargo will 

take several months while the Trust determines the next steps re: public input 

to the project 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 

1. A comprehensive report (~15 pages), describing existing similar projects, summarising regulatory issues,

and setting out a clear plan of action to use the Property as an exemplar for sustainable food production in

an urban environment

STUDENT TASKS: 

1. Ascertain and clarify the Applicants’ wishes (face to face discussion)

2. Complete desk-based literature review to identify and describe national and international projects of a similar

nature

3. Check legal and local body regulatory requirements e.g. zoning,

REQUIRED SKILLS: 

1. Suit someone studying Environmental Planning, Science or Education

2. Interest in sustainability and food production is an advantage

3. Prior experience in planning a project with multiple work streams

4. Ease of meeting other people and ability to discuss and debate

5. Own transport and can work alone/self-motivated
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PROJECT ABSTRACT: 

Human societies in developed countries have become heavily reliant on mass-produced foods using a range of 

land-practices and science to produce large quantities of food. The manner in which much of the world’s food is 

produced is driven by economic factors such as production levels, ease of harvest and transport, financial 

profitability – and a limited regard or concern for the natural environment. This has resulted in : a) Food-producing 

practices that have a detrimental effect on the quality of soils, seas, waterways, and air b) A large proportion of 

the population with little or no knowledge of how to grow food c) A further distancing of people from the natural 

world. The Applicants (Mr John Timpson and the Guthrie-Smith Trust) wish to use an urban garden and dwelling 

house in Havelock North (the Property) to show young people and adults how to live in a sustainable manner in 

an urban situation. Additionally, there is significant research demonstrating the many benefits of these type of 

small scale food growing initiatives. These include, for example, giving people much needed access to healthy 

food (1 in 3 adults in NZ are obese), reconnecting people with food production and inherent seasonality to 

maximise produce nutrition, and enabling people to re-learn how to grow food. The Applicants wish to make the 

Property available to provide a means of educating the public in food production in an urban environment– and 

seek guidance/direction/advice as to how this may be achieved. This Project will research and develop a 

strategy/plan to use the Property to: a) Promote the knowledge and practice of urban gardening for aesthetic and 

food-producing purposes. Urban gardens will be large and small – and include high-rise balcony gardens. The 

plan will include (but not be exclusive of) matters such as soil management, composting, fertilising, weed control 

and moisture control, and plant types. b) Develop the property as an exemplar of modern environmentally 

sustainable urban living Please note: This project’s host organisation (Guthrie Smith Trust) is located in Havelock 

North (Hawke’s Bay). Therefore, this project will require the Scholar to spend at least some of the project duration 

in Hawke’s Bay interacting with the host and other project stakeholders. The Scholar will be responsible for 

covering travel and accommodation costs, however we can assist with identifying affordable accommodation 

options. 

 
 
 

 

 
 


