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Pārongo Reference 
Language: 
Kia ora! (interjection) hello! cheers! good luck! best wishes!. 
Mana whenua (noun) territorial rights, power from the land, authority over land or territory, jurisdiction over land 
or territory - power associated with possession and occupation of tribal land. The tribe's history and legends are 
based in the lands they have occupied over generations and the land provides the sustenance for the people and 
to provide hospitality for guests. 
Pōwhiri (verb) to welcome, invite, beckon, wave. 2.(noun) invitation, rituals of encounter, welcome ceremony on a 
marae, welcome. 
Mihi whakatau (noun) speech of greeting, official welcome speech - speech acknowledging those present at a 
gathering. For some tribes a pōhiri, or pōwhiri, is used for the ritual of encounter on a marae only. In other 
situations where formal speeches in Māori are made that are not on a marae or in the wharenui (meeting house) 
the term mihi whakatau is used for a speech, or speeches, of welcome in Māori  
Haere mai! (interjection) come here! welcome! - a greeting. 
Nau mai! welcome 
Tātou ka haere Let's all go. 

Kia ora Greetings, Hello 

Kia ora koutou Greetings, Hello to you – 3 or more people 

Kia ora rā kōrua Greetings, Hello to you two – 2 people 

Kia ora koutou katoa Greetings, Hello to you all – 3 or 

more people 

Tēnā koe Greetings, Hello to you – 1 person 

Tēnā kōrua Greetings, Hello to you two – 2 people 

Tēnā koutou Greetings, Hello to you – 3 or more people 

Tēnā koutou katoa Greetings, Hello to you all – 3+ 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa Greetings, 

Greetings, Greetings to all – 3 + 

Tēnā koe e hoa Greetings, Hello to you friend 

E kui, tēnā koe Elderly female, Greetings to you 

E koro mā, tēnā koutou Elderly male, Greetings to you all 

– 3+people 

Tangaroa god of the sea 

Moana  Sea 
Weather – Huarere 
Titiro ki te aniwaniwa (Look at the rainbow) 

Tino wera It is very hot 

Te wera hoki It is hot 

Hē tino mahana  It is very warm 

Ka wera nga rā The days are hot 

Ka maroke te whenua  The land is dry 

Kei te whiti te rā The sun is shining 

He rā tino ātaahua tenei This is a lovely day 

 

Locations 
The whakatau location for Tue eve: Meet at first corner as you arrive at the beach along Riria Kereopa 
Memorial Drive (this road is the turn at the Let's Grow Childcare Centre). Look for University of Waikato flag 
to identify the location. The conference venue is Wainui Rd, Raglan 3225, solscape.co.nz  07-825 8268 

 
Pōwhiri/mihi whakatau location                                       Solscape conference venue 
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Nau mai, haere mai 
On behalf of the organizing group, kia ora to all delegates, a very warm welcome to this special gathering of people 
from near and far to discuss surfing identities and spaces, with a special addition to the program from Surfing for 
Social Good.  

                                     Karakia Timatanga 
Whakataka te hau ki te uru Cease the winds from the west 
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga Cease the winds from the south 
Kia Mākinakina ki uta  Let the breeze blow over the land 
Kia mātaratara ki tai  Let the breeze blow over the ocean 
E hī ake an ate atakura Let the red-tipped dawn come with a sharpened air 
He tio, he huka, he hau hū A touch of frost, a promise of glorious day 
Together  Tihei mauriora Let there be life 

We hope you have a very rewarding visit in this beautiful space and leave with many new friends, ideas and actions. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is anything we can help with to make your experience even better. Our aim 
for an intimate single stream hui means a packed and rich program but also that one of us will always be around so 
please get to know us and make your needs known. If you can’t find anyone our contact details are: 

lisahunter 02102873299 or lisahunter@waikato.ac.nz 
Belinda Wheaton 02108361018 or bwheaton@waikato.ac.nz 
Rebecca Olive 0224293422 or rolive@waikato.ac.nz 
Easkey Britton ebritton@waikato.ac.nz  

Notes: 
•   Please note, Aotearoa New Zealand actively promotes biculturalism between Māori and non-Māori including Pākeha 

(European descent settlers) through Tiriti o Waitangi or the Treaty of Waitangi. As such, and with the assistance 
of Māori katiaki, we refer to both Māori and English words and practices for communication but also cultural 
education for international guests. A useful language guide is the Māori Dictionary  

•   Each presentation slot in the academic hui has been allocated thirty minutes with the intention of a twenty-minute 
presentation and ten-minute discussion and transition. Presenters may like to have a stimulus question for discussion 
should the audience still be formulating questions. There is a screen and data projector for powerpoint 
presentations and screening audiovisual materials. A Macbook Pro will be available for presenters to upload their 
presentations via thumb drive. Presenters are requested to upload their presentations before each day begins and 
to have a backup available should any difficulties arise. There is also a mobile whiteboard and markers. If any other 
form of technology is needed please check with us immediately. 

•   The conference room, cafe & dining area, and Reception has an open access, reliable wifi signal for use. Depending on 
which accommodation delegates may be staying in, there are different wifi scenarios. Cabooses, Earth Domes, 
Camping areas and some Self-contained cottages/studios all have user-pays wifi access available. The Tipi Retreat 
area does not have wifi access. 

•   Small amounts of printing can be done for handouts from email or memory sticks at a cost of 15c/page. Larger 
quantities can be done in Raglan township at the Video store or the Raglan Chronicle office. 

•   Breakfast will be from 7-8am at the venue and is included in the full registration package. Ensure you have made 
clear any dietary requirements. 

•   Both films in the program are included in the full registration package. Thursday evening pizza, lunches and the 
welcome function are also included. 

•   ~To acknowledge Whaingaroa Raglan as a preEuropean space settled earlier by Māori the conference opens and 
closes with two activities that bookmark a hui or meeting – the pōwhiri – a negotiation to use the space, and a 
poroporaki – a participatory open feedback session associated with all aspects of the hui. Karakia will be used to set 
the energy for the day and for meals – as per the intentions of Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi we invite you to 
participate in all of these practices. 

 
Karakia Kai  
Kua horahia te kai       This food has been laid out before us 
Nā ngā atua I homai      Given to us by the Atua 
Tane Mahuta          Tane god of the forest 
Haumiatiketike         Haumia god of cultivated food 
Rongomatane          Rongo god of kumera and peace 
Tangaroa            Tangaroa god of the sea 
Kia ora             Thank you all 

 
Tēnā koutou katoa, Tēnā koutou katoa, Kia ora koutou katoa, Welcome ;) 
                                                                              lisahunter, Belinda, Rebecca and Easkey 
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Daily events 
 

All events are in the conference room at Solscape or adjacent unless otherwise stated 
DAY Time Title/event Presenter/ 

organiser 

TUESDAY 

Tuesday 9th February 
5pm Pōwhiri/or Mihi Whakatau assemble Angeline Greensill 
After Welcome refreshments, meet and greet (venue TBC) Conference committee 
 

WEDNESDAY  
     

Wednesday 10th February 
800 Tea and coffee, registration and presentation uploads  
830 Assembling for karakia, presentations and conference explanation   
845 Session 1: Transgressing states of identities and spaces 

Desexing surfing? (Queer) pedagogies of possibility 
lisahunter 

915 Historicising Liquid Girls:  Changing surfing femininities in post-
apartheid South Africa 

Glen Thompson 
 

945 States of Surfeminism   Krista Comer 
1015 Break  
1100 Session 2: Capital exchange in spaces 

Manufacturing stoke: Glocalization in surfing China 
Clifton Evers* 
 

1130 Community participation and surfing tourism: A case study of the 
Mentawai Islands 

Nick Towner 
 

1200 Lifestyle entrepreneurship among surfers in Devon and Cornwall, UK Emily Beaumont, Ellie 
Woodward, Laura Wallis 

1230 Lunch break – lunch provided  
145 Session 3: Surfing and culture  

Will the real father of modern surfing please stand up: Duke 
Kahanamoku, George Freeth, and indigenous authenticity in American 
surf culture 

Dina Gilio-Whitaker* 
 

215 The Image and meaning of bodyboarding in Japan: an intersection of 
gender, class, and culture 

Eri Mizuno 
 

245 Surfing, sponsorship and sexploitation: The reality of being a female 
professional surfer 

Ros Franklin  
 

315 Afternoon break  
345 Session 4: Meaning-making challenges  

Bondi Surfers: The (im)possibility of an historical narrative? 
Doug Booth 
 

415 Surfing an Olympic sport? Cultural politics towards Tokyo 2020 Holly Thorpe and Belinda 
Wheaton  

FREE EVENING 

THURSDAY  

Thursday 11th February 
800 Tea and coffee, registration and presentation uploads  
830 Assembling for karakia and presentations   
845 Session 1: Negotiating spaces and identities 

Ngā piki, me ngā heke o te eke ngaru: A Māori perspective on 
negotiating surfing ‘arenas’, relationships, and peak performance 

Jhan Gavala 

915 The role of machismo in localism at popular surfing destinations: A 
case study of Piha Beach, New Zealand 

Nick Towner & Sharyn 
Davies 

945 “That’s not surfing!”: The Caballito de Totora, commodities, and 
cultural constructs in the modern surfing state  

Dexter Zavalza Hough-
Snee 

1015 Morning break  
1100 Session 2: Panel- Surfing is Still Hawaiian: Re-articulating 

contemporary Hawaiian Surfing Identities.  
A: Kai Ea: The rising tides of Hawaiian national and ethnic identities 
B: Caught in the rip: Re-tracing the currents of surfing in Hawai‘i 
C: Ku Kiaʻi Mauna: Hawaiian surfers protecting Mauna A Wākea  

 

A: Isaiah Walker 
B: Norman Tane Thompson  
C: Kuuipo Freitas  

1230 Lunch break and publication discussion lisahunter 
130 Session 3: Meanings made via surfing 

Surfing Basque Country Surf Tourism Club 
Jokin Arroyo Uriarte 
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200 What is the cultural and historical significance of memorial paddle 
out ceremonies in surfing culture and what is the ongoing value of 
this type of ceremony in mourning and remembering? 

Mardi Frost 
 

230 Afternoon break and dinner pizza order  
300 Session 4: Contesting space for identities 

‘Freedom’ to surf  – Contested spaces on the coast 
Easkey Britton, Rebecca 
Olive & Belinda Wheaton 

330 “Les' go surfing” Georgina Roy 
400 Beyond surfing postmodernity: Surfers as (r)evolutionary subjects in 

contemporary surfing culture 
Tara Ruttenberg* 
 

715 Dinner – Solscape Pizza provided to delegates  
830 Film, Q&A ‘Out in the line up’ free to delegates, pay at door for 

public 
Thomas Castets 

  Friday 12 February 
800 Tea and coffee, registration and presentation uploads  

FRIDAY 

830 Karakia, welcome, conference summary and introductions Mana Whenua  
845 Mana Whenua, moana and surfing Angeline Greensill 
915 Surfing for Social Good Easkey Britton 
945 Invited panel: Diverse surfer experiences/identities Kelly Clarkson, Bernadette Gavin, 

Mihi Nemani, Georgina Roy, Heidi 
Collins 

1030 Mapping surfing experiences in Aoteaora New Zealand - 
breakout discussion and feedback: What are positive 
outcomes? 

All 

1100 Morning break  
1115 Invited panel: Media and industry/knowledge mobilities in 

surfing  
Daisy Day, Ben Kennings, Nick Caroll, 
Rebecca Olive,  

1200 Breakout discussion: Planning for positive social outcomes 
at local, regional, national and international levels. 

All 

1245 Lunch break  
130 Invited panel: Surfing environments and activism (national 

and international panelists) 
Phil McCabe, Mischa Davis, Malibu 
Hamilton, Ed Atkin,  

215 Whole group discussion: Who am I in surfing? Individual, 
collective, and collaborative commitments for change  

 

300 Afternoon break  
330 Film, Q&A ‘Splinters’ Andy Abel 
530 Poroporoaki~  Mana Whenua  

~To acknowledge Whaingaroa Raglan as a preEuropean space settled earlier by Māori the conference opens and closes 
with two activities that bookmark a hui or meeting – the pōwhiri – a negotiation to use the space, and a poroporaki – a 
participatory open feedback session associated with all aspects of the hui. Karakia will be used to set the energy for 
the day and for meals – as per the intentions of Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi we invite you to participate in all 
of these practices. 
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Presenters and Abstracts-Hui 
Reverse alphabetical by first name 

 

Tara Ruttenberg: Beyond surfing postmodernity: Surfers as (r)evolutionary 
subjects in contemporary surfing culture  
Department of Environment & Development, UN-mandated University for Peace of Costa Rica 
 
Abstract: Exploring aspects of surfing culture and surfer identities as they relate to materialist, post-‐ structuralist 
and psychoanalytic analyses on postmodernity, this paper re-‐imagines surfers as (r)evolutionary social subject-‐actors, 
with important implications for trends in sustainability and social justice. Through a critical deconstruction of surfing's 
cultural 'habitus' (Bourdieu 1977) vis-‐a-‐vis the values, practices and material conditions of (post)modernity (Harvey 
1990; Fletcher 2014; Stranger 2011), I analyse the ways in which surfers represent a unique category of postmodern 
subjects, wrought with a fundamental ambivalence toward modernity and a seemingly insuperable positionality presently 
limiting their own social liberation and collective ability to drive meaningful social change.  
This analysis serves as the basis for imagining a shift in surfer identities from evolutionary to revolutionary, taking 
Timothy Leary's (1977) iconic caricature of surfers as evolutionary social subjects as a point of departure for re-‐
envisioning the power of the surfer collective to reinvent itself in light of acknowledging the contradictions inherent in 
its own countercultural existence. Drawing on the work of feminist economic geographers J.K. Gibson-‐Graham (2006), I 
explore the relationship between 'seeing anew' and 'being anew' as a transformative experiment in transcending modern 
cultural values and practices toward revolutionary 'new becomings' in surfer identities and social futures. As a means of 
grounding this exploration, I identify the ways in which existing constructs in surfing culture and critical trends in surf 
scholarship represent alternative modes of seeing, being, and doing, catalyzing change beyond the limiting paradox of 
surfing postmodernity.  
 
Bio: Tara Ruttenberg is Instructor and Doctoral Candidate in the Department of Environment and Development at the 
UN-‐mandated University for Peace of Costa Rica, and Program Assistant for educational surf travel program Surfing & 
Sustainability: Political Ecology in Costa Rica. Her recent work on decolonizing sustainable surf tourism has led her to 
pursue field research in alternatives to development in surf tourism destinations, as well as to contemplate how 
reimagining surfer identities can contribute to greater sustainability and social wellbeing in surf culture and beyond. 
Tara created Tarantula Surf (www.tarantulasurf.com) as a story-‐sharing space for her own writing and that of others 
working toward sustainable futures among all walks of life. tarantulasurf@gmail.com     www.tarantulasurf.com 
 
 

Ros Franklin: Surfing, sponsorship and sexploitation: The reality of being a 
female professional surfer 
Southern Cross University, Australia 
 
Abstract: The surfing industry is a multi-billion dollar a year global business. Professional female surfers, in particular, 
are drawing greater media attention than ever before and are seen by surf companies as the perfect vehicle to develop 
this global industry further. Today’s generation of young professional female surfers appear to display qualities of 
liberation and self-reliance that challenge previous notions of male dominance in the sport of surfing. Yet there are still 
mixed messages about whether the promotion of women in surfing through lifestyle marketing is empowering or based 
on a different form of compliance. While there has been a pronounced increase in the number of women and girls 
participating in competitive surfing, their gendered position is continually under surveillance and being shaped by other 
surfers, spectators, leading sport and surf brands, the media and society in general. This study examines whether 
lifestyle marketing of female surfers through sponsorship has substantially improved and contributed to opportunities 
for them to participate in surfing at a professional level and the general advancement of women’s competitive surfing. 
The results suggest that in the last two decades despite the potential of lifestyle marketing to raise the profile of 
women’s surfing, there appears to be limited improvement in the funding opportunities for female surfers.  
 
Bio: In her early teaching career, Roslyn was a Health and Physical Education teacher in Brisbane and Gold Coast 
secondary and primary schools for many years and then lectured in this area at Griffith University (Gold Coast campus). 
Roslyn’s previous position at Griffith University was also as the Director, Professional Experience Office where she was 
responsible for the strategic direction and management of the Professional Experience Office for the Bachelor of 
Education Primary and Secondary undergraduate and postgraduate programs. Roslyn has a strong interest in the 
promotion and encouragement of girls and women in sport especially surfing. She has been surfing for forty years and 
was an original member of the Queensland Women’s Boardrider’s Club during the seventies and has competed at local, 
State and National levels. Roslyn’s interest in the inequity of sponsorship for female surfers lead her to undertake 
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research in the area for her PhD. She is currently lecturing in Personal Development Health and Physical Education in 
the School of Education at Southern Cross University at both Lismore and Gold Coast campuses. Additional research 
interests include the use of mobile technology in the assessment of PDHPE, programs to enhance Fundamental 
Movement Skill development in children, and the development of generalist early childhood and primary preservice 
teacher confidence in teaching physical education and health. Roslyn.Franklin@scu.edu.au  
 
 

Norman Tane Thompson: Caught in the rip: Re-tracing the currents of 
surfing in Hawai‘i 
University of Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i 
 
Abstract: Hailed as the birthplace of surfing, Hawai‘i’s large surf, shallow reefs, and powerful currents uphold its 
reputation as surfing’s ultimate proving grounds. As a testament to this reputation, the World Surf League, which is the 
tour of surfing professionals, concludes its tour in Hawai‘i; its champion usually crowned on Hawaiian sands. Thus, Hawai‘i 
has emerged as the proverbial palace inside which the King of the “sport of kings” is recognized. But what does it mean 
that Hawai‘i is the birthplace of surfing, and that surfing is the sport of kings? Unto what is surfing rooted in Hawai‘i? 
In this essay, I trace the currents of surfing in Hawai‘i to the mo‘olelo (stories/histories) of Hawaiian culture in order 
to answer these questions, arguing that for Hawaiians, the notion that Hawai‘i is the birthplace of surfing, and that 
surfing is the sport of kings, is literal. In contrast, I also illustrate how the current (pun intended) perception of these 
sentiments, articulated in mainstream surf culture and media, reflect the surf industry’s shallow understanding of 
surfing’s roots in Hawai‘i. The goal of this essay is to illustrate how as a result of the shallow, corporate identity that 
surfing embodies today, and in the surf industries failure to perpetuate the true roots of surfing in Hawai‘i, Hawaiian 
culture is essentially being erased from modern surf culture. It is my hope that by re-presenting the identity of surfing 
as given in traditional mo‘olelo and contrasting this with the identity of surfing today, the process by which the 
sentiments of Hawai‘i as the birthplace of surfing, and that surfing is the sport of kings, gets it’s meaning, can be 
restored. 
 
Bio: Norman Tane “T-man” Thompson is a PhD Candidate studying Pacific Island Literature in the Department of English 
at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. tman83@go.byuh.edu  
 
 

Nick Towner & Sharyn Graham Davies: The role of machismo in localism at 
popular surfing destinations: A case study of Piha Beach, New Zealand  
Auckland Institute of Studies, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: Surfing’s popularity has seen substantial growth over the last 50 years, resulting in an increased number of 
surfers worldwide. With greater number of surfers in the water, many of the popular high quality surf breaks have 
become over crowded. At these crowded locations regular surfers who live nearby are protective and maintain 
ownership over the surf spot. The phenomena of localism towards surfers from outside the immediate area produces 
aggressive behaviour, verbal abuse, damage to property and in extreme cases violent confrontations. These 
characteristics reflect the masculine concept of Machismo. Macho’s must show that they are strong, unafraid, 
physically powerful that challenges must be met with fists. This paper engages with a group resident surfers from New 
Zealand’s most crowded surf spot and investigates the connections between being macho and localism. 
 
Bio: Sharyn Davies- After growing up in Tasmania, Australia, I lived in Girard, Ohio for a year as a Rotary Exchange 
student. I then completed a BA with first class honours at the University of Tasmania before doing my PhD at the 
University of Western Australia, with stints at the Australian National University and Leiden University in the 
Netherlands. Since first traveling there in 1994, Indonesia has been the primary location of my research, which was 
originally about gender and sexuality but more recently has incorporated surveillance, social media, and policing. When 
not working, my partner and I like dragging our kids out tramping and to far away locations. As an Asian Studies scholar 
and anthropologist my most significant contribution to knowledge revolves around rethinking ways in which gender 
operates in the Indonesian archipelago. sharyn.davies@aut.ac.nz   +64 9 921 9999 ext 8467  
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Nick Towner: Community participation and surfing tourism: A case study of 
the Mentawai Islands. 
Auckland Institute of Studies, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: The Mentawai Islands, Indonesia are an emerging surfing tourism destination. Surfing tourism has the 
potential to provide significant economic income and employment opportunities for remote communities in less developed 
destinations. However, much of the current surfing tourism development is controlled by foreign investors and the 
actual reported benefits to local community are marginal. Therefore, the aim of this paper was to explore the local 
community participation in the Mentawai Islands surfing tourism industry. The paper also investigated possible future 
directions for increasing local community involvement in the surfing tourism industry. Field research was conducted in 
the period between July and September of 2010, through in-depth interviews with local stakeholder representatives. In 
conclusion local community perceived foreign ownership and lack of government support as the major barriers to 
participation. A key finding of this study was that local community recognised that education and training as the most 
effective way to increase their participation in the surfing tourism industry, therefore it is recommended that future 
studies examine the viability of implementing tourism specific education and training. 
 
Bio: Dr. Nicholas Towner Nick is a Senior Lecturer at Auckland Institute of Studies and is also owner and operator of a 
surfing tour company in New Zealand called New Zealand Surfing Adventures. His doctoral research focused on surf 
tourism in the Mentawai Islands of Indonesia and sustainable community development. Nick’s recent work in the South 
Pacific has focused on community participation, economic linkages, and emerging tourism destinations.  nickt@ais.ac.nz  
 
 

Mardi Frost: What is the cultural and historical significance of memorial 
paddle out ceremonies in surfing culture and what is the ongoing value of 
this type of ceremony in mourning and remembering? 
Griffith University, Australia 
 
Abstract: Memorial paddle out ceremonies have become a distinct ritual used by surfing communities to mourn the loss 
of a peer. To date, very little research or historical evidence has been documented about the foundations of this 
tradition. Similarly, there is a lack of historical research into specific cultural practices and beliefs that are now 
embedded in the paddle out ceremony tradition. This paper investigates the historical and cultural significance and 
meaning behind paddle outs. Thirteen face-face interviews with elders within the international surfing community in 
addition to an online survey of 80 surfers worldwide who have attended a paddle out ceremony help to identify reasons 
why people want to engage in these ceremonies and the role this ritual plays in mourning and remembering. The 
structure and protocol of this grief ritual and the symbolism used will also be discoursed. When performed in large 
groups, there needs to be leadership, direction and preparation. Paddle out ceremonies that lack planning and 
organization risk the loss of sacredness and the sense of connection that is required for a successful service. Feasibly, 
an understanding and acknowledgement of the cultural and historical origins may help to establish these protocols and 
ritual etiquette within the universal surfing culture. This may assist in giving direction, meaning and significance to 
contemporary memorial paddle out ceremonies. 
 
Bio: Mardi currently works as a College Counsellor at St Andrews Lutheran College on the Gold Coast, Australia. She has 
completed post-graduate studies in Grief and Palliative Care Counselling and also a Masters in Educational Counselling 
and Guidance. Mardi has presented at conferences internationally on the topic of contemporary grief rituals. She is 
currently completing an Honours thesis in the area of paddle out ceremonies within surfing culture. Mardi has travelled 
to Hawaii in 2013 and 2014 to investigate the historical and cultural aspects of paddle out ceremonies. Her current 
research aims to not only express this but to also explore the ongoing value of paddle out ceremonies in mourning and 
remembering.   mardif@salc.qld.edu.au  
 
 

lisahunter: Desexing surfing? (Queer) pedagogies of possibility 
Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato University of Waikato, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: Is surfing screwed? Despite the workings of race, economics, globalisation, capitalisation, colonialisation and 
competition, sex (the category and act) along with gender and sexuality is arguably still the most pervasive influence in 
constituting the field of surfing and the habitus of surfers. In this presentation I mount an argument that sex has 
defined surfing and in its current form continues to rape participatory subject positions. In tracing its presence in the 
localized ancient form through to its contemporary globalized diaspora I then focus on ethnographic evidence from 
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Australasia. Here, a hegemonic androcentric, patriarchal, (hetero)normative doxa facilitates an illusio of equitable 
participation and feminist victory whilst symbolic violence reproduces a spectre of patriarchy albeit in new or hidden 
forms. Courting the structural (field) systems that enable and constrain the doxa and the resourceful appropriation of 
the body (habitus) I draw on multiple field texts to unpack the constructedness of sex/gender/sexualities and their 
boundary maintenance in surfing, to deconstruct the cultural teachings of heteronormative orthodoxy. Practices of sex, 
heteronormativity, dichotomized hegemonic gender, queer absence, hyperfemininity, surf porn, carnalities, and biological 
masking are explored in the contemporary Australasian setting to ask whether surfing could be anything other than 
sexed. I finish by offering several queer lines of flight with pedagogies of possibility to provoke discussions about the 
future of the habitus/field of surfers/surfing. I use social theory to go beyond just penetrating the field and practices 
of surfing; to engage with the sensual pleasures of (de)sexing surfing. 
 
Bio: I have been researching surfing as an ongoing ethnography for over ten years, initially in Australia and now more 
broadly in the Pacific. Projects range from an autoethnography of researching surfing festivals, pioneer female surfers, 
surfer experiences, surf coaching, surfing sites and material culture, Self (esp. age, race, sex/gender/sexuality and 
religion), culture, social spaces and relationships, posthumanism, and pedagogy are themes that cut across my research 
agenda. Recent publications include ‘Stop’: ‘No’. Exploring social suffering in practices of surfing as opportunities for 
change. (2015). In lisahunter, W. Smith, & e. emerald (Eds.), Pierre Bourdieu and physical capital (pp. 47-56). Abingdon: 
Routledge; and Seaspaces: Surfing the sea as pedagogy of self. (2015). In B. Humberstone & M. Brown (Eds.), 
Seascapes: Shaped by the sea. Embodied narratives and fluid geographies (pp. 41-54). Surrey: Ashgate. I teach and 
research in movement pedagogies, HPE, research methods, teacher education, and education and sexualities.  
lisahunter@waikato.ac.nz   +64(0)2102873299   
http://www.waikato.ac.nz/php/research.php?mode=show&author=3023688  
 
 

Kuuipo Freitas:  Ku Kiaʻ i Mauna: Hawaiian surfers protecting Mauna Awakea 
 
In the current Mauna Kea movement against the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT), resistance against the multi-national 
corporation has caught the attention of the world since March 2015. In an effort to stop the construction of an 18-
story telescope on what is known as the most sacred place in Hawaiʻi, people from all over the world have stood in 
support of Mauna Kea, which has made global headlines for months. Members of the professional surfing world such as 
Kelly Slater, Kala Alexander, Dustic Barca, Ikaika Kalama, and Keanu Ah Sing, have played no small role in the movement 
from direct action on the mountain resulting in arrest to helping to raise awareness and support for Mauna Kea at home 
in Hawai’i and out to the global community. An understanding of the history of surfing in Hawaiʻi helps us see such 
critical overlaps between the surfing world and the Mauna Kea movement. This paper examines such overlaps asking how 
Hawaiian connections to place, territoriality and cultural traditions and practices inform assertions over Hawaiian lands 
and waters in the face of settler colonialism. How can the role of Hawaiian surfers in the Mauna Kea movement be read 
as a continuation of a proud legacy of “surfing resistance”, protecting what is rightfully theirs in the context of ongoing 
oppression and indoctrination? And what does the involvement of professional surfers in the Mauna Kea movement mean 
to the surfing world as well as to indigenous struggles in general? 
 
Bio: I am kanaka, born on the soils of Ko Hawaiʻi Paeʻāina in Kailua-Kona, Hawaiʻi. I was raised in Hawaiian language and 
culture throughout my childhood in a Hawaiian Immersion school in Kona called Ke Kula Kaiapuni Hawaiʻi o Kona. I 
received my high school diploma from Kamehameha Kapālama in 2007. I then attended the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo 
and received my Bachelorʻs Degree in Hawaiian Studies with a minor in Political Science in May 2012. I started teaching 
at Pūnana Leo o Kona immediately after graduating from college. In Fall 2013 I started the Masterʻs program in 
Hawaiian Language and Literature at Ka Haka ʻUla O Keʻelikōlani at the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo. I am currently in my 
third year of the Masterʻs program focusing on the current Mauna Kea movement that started on October 7, 2014 with 
the attempted groundbreaking of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). That is when my involvement in the Mauna Kea 
movement started. I am one of the kiaʻi who have been holding vigil on Mauna Kea since March 26, 2015. I got arrested 
twice on Mauna Kea. Both of my cases were dismissed. My involvement in the movement has opened doors for 
opportunities to educate people on the issues facing our sacred piko, Mauna a Wākea. uuipof@hawaii.edu 
 
 

Krista Comer States of Surfeminism   
Rice University, USA 
 
Abstract: What might recent feminist theories of the state offer any of us trying to theorize the state at present?  
If state theory looks X way and does X things, what do “feminist states” offer?  To open this discussion, I share the 
genealogy of the term “surfeminism” and present arguments about women surf activist projects in northern California, 
as sources for what a “feminist state” might look like or do. This work comes out of engaged research and a current 
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Public Humanities initiative called The Institute for Women Surfers, as well as a book in progress, The Feminist States 
of Critical Regionalism. I am interested in what I see as the formation of contemporary political imaginations that join 
practices of critical regionalism with hopes for structures for adjudicating justice, called here in shorthand “feminist 
states.”  I start from the observation that it is not only, or even especially, theorists who engage current conceptions of 
the state. Writers and filmmakers, as well as activist projects and storytellers, engage in grassroots state theory-
making. Classic feminist theorists of the state like MacKinnon or Brown show, respectively, the state as a source of 
political hope, or, as productive (following Foucault) of the very problem of gender/sexuality. My work falls between 
these poles. Particular focus for Waikato would be on concepts crucial to state theory – sovereignty, security, and 
geography. Ashwini Tambe, for instance, brings together recent thinking in the field of feminist development and 
poverty studies as well as work on violence against women to show how they reformulate understandings of “security” 
for state theory so they speak beyond security as a military concern to address issues of bodily integrity and safety, as 
well as the provision of basic needs. As do I (and other critical regional thinkers like Chicano border theorist José 
Limón or feminist VanHouten), Spivak finds both transnational and postnational claims to be overstatements about 
present political realities, and encourages re-investment in theories of states. Critical regional concepts, able to imagine 
democracies from below and disconnect nationalism from states, serve this goal. Surf projects and state-thinking 
address issues of security and sovereignty through emphases on well-being, female embodiment, decolonial notions of 
place, and communal redistributive activities. 
 
Bio: Professor Comer is an American Studies scholar of the contemporary period with interests in problems of space, 
place and their theorization. Her books include Landscapes of the New West: Gender and Geography in Contemporary 
Women’s Writing (1999) and Surfer Girls in the New World Order (2010). She has published essays about critical 
regionalism and gender, questions of history in literature and critical theory, Civil Rights literatures and post-Civil 
Rights political imaginations, feminist environmentalism, and issues of youth politics and girls’ communities under 
neoliberalism. Professor Comer is at work on several projects. One is an essay collection, Dialogues in US West and Latin 
American Studies, undertaken through the research cluster of which she is Chair, “The Local/Global West,” in Rice’s 
Américas Research Center. Another project is collaborative with the filmmaker and surf photographer Elizabeth Pepin, 
which draws on Professor Comer’s ongoing interests in cultural studies, ethnography, and globalization. She is also 
completing a memoir, Beyond 766 Valencia. Professor Comer teaches courses in contemporary literature and culture, 
youth studies and third wave feminism, theories of space and an ethics of place in an era of globalization, and the US 
West and its Borders and Others. For many years she has served as a core term member of the Center for the Study 
of Women, Gender, and Sexuality. Phone: 713.348.3207   kcomer@rice.edu   http://kristacomer.com/ 
Institute for Women Surfers: http://www.instituteforwomensurfers.org   
 
 

Jokin Arroyo Uriarte Surfing Basque Country Surf Tourism Club 
Itxaslehor Surf Consultancy Co., Spain 
 
Abstract: Seventy-seven interlinked companies and institutions involved in creating sustainable and organised surfing 
tourism in the Basque Country. It offers unbeatable conditions for surfing and combines with other tourist attractions, 
backed up by high-quality schools and accommodation that comply with stringent surfing requirements. Led by “Basque 
Country Tourism Agency”, it develops an annual action plan in conjunction with the club members, offers information and 
advice, and what to do when not surfing, what events to go to, and everything a visitor might need. The purpose of the 
club is working together for a professionalization of the surfing agents and searching for a sustainable development of 
the surf tourism. The promotion of quality surfing tourism around the Basque Country is the priority. The club members 
need to meet some mandatory requirements to join the club. This ensures our guests that all services provided and 
staff involved is well quality certified and meets all legal requirements needed to provide the service to our guests.  The 
Surfing Basque Country Club was born in July 2012 
 
Bio: I have been working in the surfing scene for a number of years from various angles and perspectives, constantly 
developing and learning with each new step. For me, surfing is my life's driving force and has always been ever present 
and, over the last few years, has also been my professional career.Professional experience includes: Tourist Product 
Coordinator Surfing Basque Country 2010-2015, Coordinator for Donostia Surf City Cluster 2011-2015, Coordinator for 
World Surf Cities Network 2012-2115, Professor in Postgraduate Surfing Marketing & Management 2009-2015, 
Managing Director of Basque Country Surfing Federation 2000-2010, Co-management of the Environmental Project 
Mare Urdina 2007-2010, Reporting on the WCT circuit for Basque TV 2008, Collaborating with 3sesenta surf magazine 
providing travel related articles. 2005-2015, Official for Bakio Surf Club 1995-2001 
jokin@itxaslehor.com      http://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/surfing-euskadi/ 
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Jhan Gavala: Ngā piki, me ngā heke o te eke ngaru: A Māori perspective on 
negotiating surfing ‘arenas’, relationships, and peak performance 
Massey University, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: As a Māori surfer, psychologist, and academic I am interested in understanding how Māori utilise tikanga 
(Māori cultural protocols) to facilitate relationships in the surf ‘arena’, and examine how marae (courtyard) domains, for 
example the marae ātea (literal and metaphorical space of encounter), provide a mechanism for establishing priority, 
negotiating surf etiquette, initiating and maintaining respectful engagement with locals, and in issuing or responding to a 
challenge. I hope to be able to achieve a deep understanding of these matters through my PhD study. Additionally I wish 
to investigate how Māori achieve a state of ‘peak performance’ in surfing, using strategies from the past, to inform 
current practices. Furthermore, I wish to learn the whakapapa (genealogy) of Māori surfing. In this presentation I will 
talk about my current theorising, and discuss some traditional strategies Māori use to achieve what might be considered 
‘peak performance’. 
 
Bio: Jhan Gavala is a lecturer and registered psychologist at Massey University, School of Psychology, Auckland, New 
Zealand. He specialises in Māori psychology. He is a past Bicultural Director of the New Zealand Psychological Society, 
and past member of the New Zealand Psychologist Board, and has served on the Massey University Human Ethics 
Committee. He has worked as a consultant psychologist for the Department of Corrections, the Ministry of Education, 
and as a private consultant in Australia and Papua New Guinea. He has supervised psychotherapists, psychiatrists, 
counsellors, psychologists and students, focusing on cultural competency development. 
j.r.gavala@massey.ac.nz 
+64 9 414 0800 extn 43099  https://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/expertise/profile.cfm?stref=659630 
 
 

Isaiah Walker:  Kai Ea- The rising tides of Hawaiian national and ethnic 
identities 
Brigham Young University of Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i 
 
Abstract: Native Hawaiians are currently in the process of re-establishing a unified native government. Today, there 
are two prominent channels for achieving this. One seeks federal recognition from the Unites States government and a 
route to self-determination and the other pursues international recognition of Hawaiʻi’s unrelinquished national 
sovereignty. While Hawaiian activists fight for recognition today, Hawaiian surfers have always maintained this 
recognition in the surfing world—evidenced in the fact that Hawai'i surfers, teams, and organizations are defined as 
distinct and separate from the United States by the surfing world. Using three case studies, I will explore how such 
identifications have contributed to the construction of unique Hawaiian national identities among Hawaiian surfers. 
These case studies include: 1) The multi-ethnic/multi-racial ISA world junior Team Hawaii and their successful Gold 
Medal victories for the "Nation of Hawaii" in the 2012 and 2014 ISA World Games; 2) The two time NSSA High School 
National champions, Kamehameha Schools (all native Hawaiian student body, identified as ethnically Hawaiian); and 3) 
Professional surfers like Keanu Asing, Zeke Lau, Carissa Moore, Malia Manuel, and others who draw from their Hawaiian 
ethnic identities in varying degrees as part of their professional persona. Ultimately, I will engage a debate on the 
competing notions between Hawaiian ethnic and national identities.  
 
Bio: Isaiah Walker: is Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of History at Brigham Young University of 
Hawai‘i on O’ahu’s North Shore. He is the author of Waves of Resistance (Uh Press) and several other academic articles 
on surfing history. isaiah.walker@byuh.edu 
 
 

Holly Thorpe and Belinda Wheaton: Surfing an Olympic sport? Cultural 
politics towards Tokyo 2020 
Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato University of Waikato, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: Over the past 20 years, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has incorporated a range of youth-driven 
action sports into the Olympic program (e.g., windsurfing, snowboarding, BMX) in an effort to remain relevant to 
younger generations. Yet the marriage between ‘alternative’ action sports and the Olympics has not been 
straightforward (Thorpe and Wheaton, 2011a, 2011b). Reflecting action sports’ counter-cultural heritage, many 
participants continue to view these activities as alternative lifestyles rather than as sports, and celebrate value 
systems that are often incompatible with the disciplinary, hierarchical, nationalistic Olympic regime. In this paper we 
present some initial findings from our IOC Advanced Research Programme Grant project that is a global analysis of 
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action sport participants’ attitudes and perceptions of the Olympic Games. In particular, we draw upon interviews, media 
analysis and survey results to examine recent debates within the surfing culture and industry over the possible inclusion 
of surfing as an official event in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic programme. 
 
Bio: Associate Professor Holly Thorpe (PhD) works at the University of Waikato, New Zealand. Her areas of research 
expertise include action sports, youth culture, gender, social theory, qualitative methods, and Sport for Development. 
She is the author of Snowboarding Bodies in Theory and Practice (2011) and Transnational Mobilities in Action Sport 
Cultures (2014), and co-editor of the Berkshire Encyclopedia of Extreme Sports (with Douglas Booth, 2007). She is also 
co-editor (with Rebecca Olive) of the forthcoming Women in Action Sport Cultures: Identity, Politics and 
Experience, and the Routledge Handbook of Physical Cultural Studies (with Michael Silk and David Andrews). 
hthorpe@waikato.ac.nz       www.hollythorpe.com 
 
Dr Belinda Wheaton is Associate Professor in Sport and Leisure Studies in the School of Te Oranga at the University of 
Waikato, NZ. where she teaches and conduct research around the socio-cultural aspects of sport, leisure and movement 
cultures. Previously she was Associate Professor in Sport and Leisure Cultures at the University of Brighton, UK She is 
best known for her research on the politics of identity in lifestyle sport, including The Cultural Politics of Lifestyle 
Sports (2013), and edited collections including Understanding Lifestyle Sport (2004).  bwheaton@waikato.ac.nz  
 

Glen Thompson: Historicising Liquid Girls:  Changing surfing femininities in 
post-apartheid South Africa. 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa 
 
Abstract: In 2006 the independently published Liquid Girls Surfing Magazine folded due to market pressure from 
Saltwater Girl Surf, an Atoll Media publication. Foregrounded in this moment was the contestation over the 
representation and consumption of the “surfer girl” image in the South African surfing cultural industry. Liquid Girls 
featured independent girl surfer localisms, making visible “girls core-surfing”. Saltwater Girl Surf displayed women’s 
competitive surfing within surfing’s promotional culture, providing an aquatic lifestyle sporting identity that 
complimented the teen beach culture ethos of its sister publication Saltwater Girl. This paper seeks to contextualise 
the discursive and material marginalisation of Liquid Girls by looking to the history of (mostly white) surfing femininities 
and the cultural politics of surf magazine publishing in South Africa. It does so by tracing the history of the image of 
the “surfer girl” as well as the agency and experiences of women surfers in South Africa from the mid-1960s. The paper 
also examines how an exemplar surfing femininity was constructed and maintained, while subordinated to the masculine. 
While this paper makes visible the histories of women’s surfing in South Africa as a counterpoint to the persistent 
discourse that the sport is a male-dominated activity, it is mindful that white women surfers were privileged within the 
double whiteness of South African surfing, that is; the Californication of beach apartheid, and how that past has 
troubled the present. This history opens up considerations of how surfing femininities from the South may inform global 
debates about third–wave feminism in lifestyle sport.  
 
Bio: Glen Thompson is a Research Associate in the Department of History, Stellenbosch University. He is based in Cape 
Town, South Africa. He started studying surfing culture in 1996 after completing a MA in History on the poetics and 
politics of charismatic Christianity in Durban, 1976-1994. After a hiatus of nearly a decade, he returned to surfing 
history studies, competing his PhD on the topic of race, gender and politics in the history of South African surfing 
culture at Stellenbosch University in 2014. He has published on surfing’s socio-cultural history—his first was “Making 
Waves, Making Men” in Robert Morrell’s Changing Men in Southern Africa (2001) and his most recent “Otelo Burning and 
Zulu Surfing Histories” in the Journal of African Cultural Studies (2014). He approaches critical surfing studies as a 
southern Africanist historian and is currently working on a monograph based on his PhD thesis.  
He has had a varied working life. He taught history at the University of Durban-Westville (1996-1997) and the 
University of Natal, Durban (1997), as well as part-time at Stellenbosch University (2007-2009). He has worked as a 
researcher in the Commission for the Restitution of Land Rights in KwaZulu-Natal (1997-1998). Since 1999 he has 
worked in technology start-ups, as a socio-economic research consultant, and as a knowledge worker in a mobile 
messaging firm. He is also on the board of directors of Surfing Heritage South Africa and Better Tourism Africa, which 
advocates for responsible tourism, and a trustee on board of Waves for Change, a surf therapy non-profit working 
among township youth in Cape Town. +27-82-4126834   beachstudies@gmail.com  http://writingsurfinghistory.org.za   
 

Georgina Roy: “Les' go surfing” 
Independent researcher, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: Surf spaces are overwhelmingly heteronormative ones, and as a number of researchers (cf. Evers, 2006; 
Waitt, 2008; Waitt and Clifton, 2012; Waitt and Warren, 2008; Stedman, 1997; Henderson, 2001) have acknowledged 
‘homophobia is rife’ (Evers, 2006: 236). Up until very recently however, very little attention has been paid to the impact 
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and implications of this heteronormativity and/or homophobia for gay and lesbian surfers. Exceptions to this include the 
2014 documentary OUT in the Line up, and the continued work of Cori Schumacher, who stars in the documentary, has 
also written on, and campaigned about gender and sexuality issues in surfing culture for a number of years. What these 
existing cultural contributions make clear is that heterosexualisation and homophobia, whether overt or covert, have 
felt implications for both professional and recreational surfers alike. My focus with this presentation is to explore some 
of these felt implications. In particular, I consider the "Social Surfing" implications, and embodied implications, for 
recreational lesbian surfers when they paddle out into the surf zone. Advancing on my work with lesbian surfers in 
various British surf spaces (not just the waves), my intention here is to draw attention to the interplay of (lesbian) 
sexuality, surfing bodies and the various shifting dynamics of the line up. Part of my intention, is to confront a very 
simple, yet recurring question; lesbians surf, so what? 
 
Bio: Dr. Georgina Roy completed her PhD in 2013 at the University of Brighton, UK. It was entitled Feminism in New 
Sporting Spaces: Gender, Subjectivity and the Female Surfer in Britain. She has been living, surfing and working in 
Raglan since Feb 2014 and has continued to make written contributions to the academic literature. Georgina values 
surfing as a profoundly influential aspect of her life. She is an independent researcher. g_f_roy@hotmail.com  
 
 

Eri Mizuno: The image and meaning of bodyboarding in Japan: an 
intersection of gender, class, and culture 
University of Marketing and Distribution Sciences, Japan 
 
Abstract: In 1971, Tom Morey invented the modern bodyboard. The average bodyboard is short, about 40 inches long, 
and made of a synthetic resin which means they are easier to handle than regular surfboards. Bodyboarders typically 
ride waves on their stomach. As we can catch waves easily and safely, it has become popular in countries like US, 
Australia, France, South America, and Japan. But who is bodyboarding popular for? In ‘advanced’ surfing regions like 
California, adults do not choose to bodyboard because they usually think it is a kids’ toy. There remains rivalry and 
differentiated discourse between surfers and bodyboarders. It seems obvious that bodyboarding is marginalized in the 
surfing world. In Japan, in contrast to California, adults also do bodyboarding but they are mostly females. There was a 
huge bodyboard boom in during the 1990’s in Japan. The boom opened the door wide for women, and in the 2000’s they 
began participating in shortboard and longboard surfing. This suggests that the childishness that is related to 
bodyboarding in California is not projected in Japan. Does this observation reveal that in Japan there is greater gender 
diversity in physical cultures or does it present the oppression of women?  
Bodyboarding can reflect the gender and class practises, of a culture. The presentation will give a result of analysis how 
bodyboarding is imaged, gendered, and preferred mainly in Japan.  
 
Bio: Eri Mizuno (Ph.D) is associate professor of sociology at the University of Marketing and Distribution Sciences, 
Japan. She is a field researcher, observing first-hand and participating in the areas of sport. In her first project, she 
spent four years surfing with a small surfer group to explore gender dynamics created by everyday interactions 
including the time they surf, drink, date, and travel etc. Through the experience she traveled US and AUS surfing and 
studying, she became interested in the difference among women in surf. She is currently working on the research of 
history of surfing women in Japan.  mizunoeri@post.nifty.jp   +81 (0)78-796-5015 
 
 

Emily Beaumont, Ellie Woodward, Laura Wallis: Lifestyle entrepreneurship 
among surfers in Devon and Cornwall, UK 
Plymouth University, UK 
 
Abstract: There is a growing body of literature focusing on lifestyle entrepreneurship (Buttner and Moore, 1997; 
Ateljevic and Doorne, 2000; Henderson, 2002; Tregear, 2005; Cusumano, 2005; Marcketti et al, 2006; Cederholm and 
Hultman, 2010) and a developing academic interest in lifestyle entrepreneurship in lifestyle sports; particularly surfing 
(Shaw and Williams, 2004 and Marchant and Mottiar, 2011).  How we define lifestyle entrepreneurship is considered 
‘fuzzy’ and the tendency for lifestyle entrepreneurs to play down elements of growth and profit under question.  There 
is also limited understanding to the challenges that lifestyle entrepreneurs in surfing face with current literature only 
focusing on those involved in the tourist industry.  This paper intends to address these shortcomings by exploring the 
findings of two recent studies undertaken in Devon and Cornwall, UK. Both studies utilised a survey consisting of both 
open and closed questions which were sent electronically to surfing business owners across Devon and Cornwall (n=91). 
This study is in the initial stages of analysis but initial results show that more participants considered life quality, 
flexibility, and lifestyle of great value to profit and growth.  However, despite time with family/friends and time to 
surf being of great value, participants noted that their business limited their time in these two pursuits. 
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Bio: Laura Wallis is a PhD Student at the Futures Entrepreneurship Centre at Plymouth University, UK undertaking a 
study entitled Exploring Lifestyle Entrepreneurship in Lifestyle Sports. laura.wallis@plymouth.ac.uk  
 
Dr Emily Beaumont is a Lecturer in Entrepreneurship at Plymouth University, UK.  After completing a PhD entitled The 
Local Surfer: Issues of Identity and Community within South East Cornwall Emily has continued her focus on the Local 
Surfer, more recently exploring those also defined as lifestyle entrepreneurs. emily.beaumont@plymouth.ac.uk  
http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/staff/ebeaumont  emilybeaumont.wordpress.com @EmilyFBeaumont 
https://twitter.com/EmilyFBeaumont   + 44 (0)1752 585513 
 
Dr Eleanor Woodward was a PhD student at Plymouth University, UK.  Her thesis entitled Rip Currents in the UK: 
Incident Analysis, Public Awareness, and Education involved analysis of the RNLI’s rip current lifeguard rescue data, 
before undertaking public beach-based rip current and beach safety questionnaires, and a rip current experience 
questionnaire.  The results were synthesised to produce a new and unique rip current education programme for the 
RNLI.  
 
 

Easkey Britton, Rebecca Olive & Belinda Wheaton: ‘Freedom’ to surf? – 
Contested spaces on the coast 
Te Whare Wānanga o Waikato University of Waikato, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: Within popular and academic discourse, the beach, has widely been constructed as a place of transcendence 
and freedom, seen as a benign, free and fun-orientated liminal space beyond culture, power, and regulation. Yet, a body 
of academic research has illustrated the contested nature of using and experiencing public, nature-based spaces in 
lifestyle sports, including surfing experiences and spaces. In this discussion we further problematize the idea of 
‘freedom’, illustrating that to experience the ocean as a recreational resource is a historically, socially, and spatially 
contingent experience, and an important site where gender and racial formations are created and policed (see Evers, 
2008, Khamis, 2010, Stenger, 2010). To explore these issues, we draw on a range of empirical case studies that each 
illustrate that surfing mobilities, the freedom to surf and be at the beach, are contingent and variable, based on 
factors including race, gender, class, and geography. These include; the experiences of African American surfers, 
historically in the politics of access to the California beach (Wheaton, 2013); Young Islamic women using the beach and 
going surfing in Iran; and the experiences and cultural positioning of ‘non-local’ surfers and beach users in Australia 
(Olive, In Press). These examples illustrate the historical, cultural and ideological-based power relationships that frame 
and limit relationships to and experiences of nature-based spaces generally, and the coast specifically. We argue that 
these issues need consideration in thinking about how people develop ecological sensibilities, and connect to 
environmental issues and behaviors, rooted in understandings, experiences of, and relationships to, nature. 
 
Bio: Dr. Easkey Britton, a visiting research fellow in Sport and Leisure Studies at the University of Waikato, NZ, is 
best known as a big-wave surfer from Ireland, with a PhD in Environment and Society who is channelling her passion for 
surfing into social change. Her parents taught her to surf when she was four years old and her life has revolved around 
the ocean ever since. She is co-founder of the non-profit Waves of Freedom which uses the power of surfing as a 
creative medium for social change and women’s empowerment in places like Iran and spear-headed the world's first 
global8 Surf + Social Good Summit in Bali this year. A recent graduate from THNK’s Creative School of Leadership, her 
work and unique connection to the ocean led her to being asked to talk at TEDx Dublin. Easkey’s work is deeply 
influenced by the ocean and the lessons learned pioneering women’s big-wave surfing at spots like Mullaghmore, earning 
her a WSL Big Wave Award nomination. ebritton@waikato.ac.nz   @easkeysurf  Skype: easkeysurf 
 www.easkeybritton.com  www.wavesoffreedom.org   TEDx:Just Add Surf 
 
Rebecca Olive is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at The University of Waikato. Her research about surfing has focused 
on women's experiences in Australian surfing culture, while more recently she has begun to explore issues of localism, 
place and belonging. As well as her scholarly publications, she writes for surf media and her own blog, Making Friends 
With the Neighbours. rolive@waikato.ac.nz  rebeccajaneolive@gmail.com 
 
Dr Belinda Wheaton is Associate Professor in Sport and Leisure Studies in the School of Te Oranga at the University of 
Waikato, NZ. where she teaches and conduct research around the socio-cultural aspects of sport, leisure and movement 
cultures. Previously she was Associate Professor in Sport and Leisure Cultures at the University of Brighton, UK. She is 
best known for her research on the politics of identity in lifestyle sport, including8 The Cultural Politics of Lifestyle 
Sports (2013), and edited collections including Understanding Lifestyle Sport (2004). bwheaton@waikato.ac.nz 
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Douglas Booth: Bondi Surfers: The (im)possibility of an historical narrative? 
University of Otago, Aotearoa New Zealand 
 
Abstract: Surfers have long been conspicuous at Bondi, arguably Sydney’s—and Australia’s—most famous surf beach. 
Press reports, photographs, advertising images, documentary films, movies, literature, websites—all contain references 
to Bondi surfers. Yet, other than in one or two very specific contexts (e.g., youth gangs in the early 1950s and conflicts 
with surf lifesavers in the 1960s), Bondi surfers are virtually absent as a distinct identity in popular and academic social 
and cultural histories of Australian surfing. In this presentation, I explore this absence through the concepts of 
narrative content and narrative form. Critical material conditions at Bondi limit the content for a narrative about 
surfers. Coastal geomorphology produces highly fickle surf while urban development, including a shoreline sewage 
outfall, desecrated the natural environment and made surfing an unattractive proposition in the 1970s and ’80s at what 
became known colloquially as Scum Valley. After the state government moved the sewage outfall offshore and cleaned 
the water, a new social class moved into Bondi at the turn of the twenty-first century. Ironically, the wealth of this 
class made the beach suburb economically unviable for young, lifestyle surfers. Narrative form refers to the literary 
coherence of a history and incudes elements such as metaphors, emplotment, ideology, and the continuity between the 
beginning of the narrative and a valued end point (i.e., one that typically contains a moral lesson). In the case of Bondi 
surfers, the absence of a well-documented origin moment (e.g., one that marks the beginning of the Bondi surfer and 
establishes a plot), obstructs the creation of a coherent narrative. The concepts of narrative content and narrative 
form help explain the silences surrounding Bondi surfers in broader histories. They also offer insights into how scholars 
present and understand the past more generally. 
 
Bio: Douglas Booth is Professor of Sport Studies and Dean of the School of Physical Education at the University of 
Otago, New Zealand. He is the author of The Race Game (1998), Australian Beach Cultures (2001) and The Field (2005). 
Douglas serves on the editorial boards of Rethinking History and the Journal of Sport History and is an executive 
member of the Australian Society for Sport History. doug.booth@otago.ac.nz  
 
 

Dina Gilio-Whitaker: Will the real father of modern surfing please stand 
up: Duke Kahanamoku, George Freeth, and indigenous authenticity in 
American surf culture 
Center for World Indigenous Studies 
 
Abstract: American surf culture has for a century narrated itself as a subversive counterculture relatively free from 
racism. In reality, modern surf culture arose out of American imperialism in Hawaii at a time when Social Darwinist 
ideology rooted in indigenous racial inferiority provided the justification for Anglo-American hegemony against 
indigenous peoples on the mainland and in the islands. The pervasive “vanishing native” myth had woven itself into all 
aspects of American culture, which was coupled by an obsession with indigenous authenticity. It created the conditions 
for haole (white, foreigner) settlers—Alexander Hume Ford and Jack London in particular—to mythically envisioned 
themselves as among the haole elites whose responsibility ostensibly was to revive an indigenous sport that Hawaiians 
had shamefully allowed to die. By 1925 Duke Kahanamoku was being hailed as the “father of modern surfing,” despite 
the fact that it was Duke’s friend and mentor George Freeth who actually did more to reinvigorate the sport; he was 
the first to share it beyond the islands and pioneered the art of lifeguarding, requisite for surfing’s mass popularity in 
the U.S. This paper argues that the American fixation on authentic indigeneity paved the way for Duke—a full blood 
Hawaiian—to be seen as surfing’s patriarch instead of George, who as a hapa haole (mixed blood) was perceived 
conversely as inauthentic. From these early beginnings, modern surf culture has been infused with unspoken racist 
assumptions about indigenous inferiority and its paradoxical twin, the obsession with indigenous authenticity.  
 
Bio: Dina Gilio-Whitaker (Colville Confederated Tribes) is a writer and researcher in Indigenous studies, having earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Native American Studies and a master’s degree in American Studies from the University of New 
Mexico. Her work focuses on issues related to indigenous nationalism, self-determination and environmental justice. An 
award-winning journalist, she is a frequent contributor to Indian Country Today Media Network, Native Peoples 
Magazine and was the first topic writer for About.com’s Native American History page. Prior to her writing career, Dina 
was a highly accomplished Native American artist (specializing in leather, beadwork, and textile art). She has a 
background in traditional and alternative healing practices and is a certified massage practitioner. Having grown up in 
Southern California and lived in Hawaii, she has a special love for surfing and Polynesian dance and culture. Dina is 
currently a Research Associate and Associate Scholar at the Center for World Indigenous Studies and is currently 
working on a book project that compares Native American and Hawaiian indigeneity through the lens of American surf 
culture.  She is also a co-author along with Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz in the forthcoming book from Beacon Press “’There 
are No Real Indians Anymore’ and 20 Other Myths about Native Americans.” More of her work can be viewed at 
www.dinagwhitaker.wordpress.com.    dinagwhitaker@gmail.com      www.cwis.org   
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Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee: “That’s not surfing!”: The Caballito de Totora, 
commodities, and cultural constructs in the modern surfing state  
University of California, USA 
 
Abstract: Felipe Pomar’s 1987 Surfer magazine article proclaiming Peruvians the world’s first surfers has inspired 
tremendous enthusiasm for promoting surfing as a national pastime, leading to the sport’s designation as national 
cultural patrimony, the world’s first federal law to protect surfing geographies (2013), and the inauguration of 
Huanchaco as a World Surfing Reserve (2014). In three decades of promoting the sport through Pomar’s theory of 
national surfing origins, countless Peruvian professional surfers and Huanchaco locals have surfed caballitos de totora 
[pre-Columbian reed kayaks] for government promotional productions and inquisitive domestic and foreign media outlets. 
However, within the global surfing community, Pomar’s theory and the practice of surfing atop caballitos have garnered 
negative responses from the international community ranging from ambivalent indifference to hostile refutation. The 
present essay explores how surfing atop caballitos in Peru constitutes a phenomenological act outside of the designated 
creative boundaries of athletic performance cultivated by the Modern Surfing State. Deploying phenomenology and 
“thing theory” grounded in art historical and archaeological object analysis to explore the processes of constructing and 
riding reed caballitos and high-performance composite surfboards, I argue that by offering up an alternative waveriding 
craft peripheral to mass production circuits and a form of surfing that exists outside of the aesthetic/athletic 
practices normalized by professional surfing (competitive and freesurfing), the act of riding waves atop caballitos 
serves as a challenge to acceptable notions of ‘surfing’ within the MSS. As such, the MSS resists designating this form 
of waveriding—among other non-commodity alternatives—a legitimate surfing practice. 
 
Bio: Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at the University of 
California, Berkeley. A specialist in colonial Latin American literature and culture, his primary research and teaching 
focus on the intersections of early modern economic thought and Andean literary and visual satire. Author of several 
articles on surfing in Peru, he is advancing on a manuscript that analyzes surfing’s relationship to political economy in 
Pacific South America. He is currently co-editing the Critical Surf Studies Reader (Duke University Press, 2016) with 
Alexander Eastman (Washington University, St. Louis). dex@berkeley.edu  
 
 

Clifton Evers: Manufacturing stoke: Glocalization in surfing China 
Newcastle University, UK 
 
Abstract: Surfing has washed up on the shores of China. In this paper I explore the glocalisation playing out in regards 
to surfing and China as it pertains to the intersection of gender, class, tourism, environment, surfing’s culture industry, 
and consumption.  Since 2011 I have undertaken empirical work in China, including participant observation and 
interviews.  I have also scrutinized the media spin and hype of surfing’s culture industry that legitimizes and authorizes 
a 'manufactured stoke' selling some essential positivity of surfing and prescient 'boom' in Chinese surfing. The job at 
hand also required me to also dig into contemporary social-cultural-political-economic processes in China. This paper is a 
'political anatomy of the detail' of everyday experiences of people touched by surfing to interrogate who benefit (or 
not), subjectivities coming about or being blocked, as well as the variable agencies of people manifesting i.e. as problems 
occur and are dealt with, impositions are accepted or resisted, new hybrids are created, and domestic ways are 
exported. A key finding is that the 'manufactured stoke of surfing's culture industry is once again masking a capitalist 
fervour and the consequences and everyday politics of those it touches in China. This means that in some cases surfing 
is now entangled with neoliberalism in China. As Yuezhi Zhao instructs, 'while China is not an openly committed neoliberal 
capitalist social formation' there are now neoliberal characteristics. I argue emergent consequences of the neoliberal 
characteristics need to be 'demasked' if we wish to understand what is really happening in regards to surfing and China. 
 
Bio: Clifton Evers is a lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies at Newcastle University, UK. He researches gender, 
bodies, space, mobile media, and lifestyle sports.  He recently published a book chapter entitled ‘Researching Action 
Sport with a GoPro™ Camera: An embodied and emotional mobile video tale of the sea, masculinity, and men-who-surf’.  
clifton.evers@ncl.ac.uk     0191 208 5051 
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Presenters and Abstracts-Day 3 Panels 
Reverse alphabetical by first name 

 
Rebecca Olive Rebecca Olive is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at The University of Waikato. Her research about 
surfing has focused on women's experiences in Australian surfing culture, while more recently she has begun to explore 
issues of localism, place and belonging. As well as her scholarly publications, she writes for surf media and her own blog, 
Making Friends With the Neighbours. rebeccajaneolive@gmail.com 
 
Phil McCabe Phil has lived and surfed in Raglan for over 20 years and considers himself an Ocean Activist opposing 
increased industrialisation of New Zealand's Marine Environment, most notably as the chairperson of KASM (Kiwis 
Against Seabed Mining). 
 
Nick Carroll ncsurf@me.com Lifelong highly committed surfer with long career in surf journalism and other forms of 
writing (books, tv, etc). Lives in Newport Beach in Sydney Australia and travels worldwide to surf and work. 
 
Mischa Davis     mischa.davis@gmail.com     212667754 Ex NZ women’s national surfing champion, today a 
free surfer, environmental law graduate with work experience with Greenpeace, KASM and Soil & Health, and a 
permaculture enthusiast living in the Waitakere Ranges.  
 
Mihi Nemani        mihi.nemani@manukau.ac.nz I’m a female Samoan/Maori bodyboarder currently residing in Otara. 
My father is Ngatiwai from up North and my mother is from Lauli’i in Western Samoa. I started bodyboarding seriously 
while studying in the surfing mecca Hawaii. After graduating I began competing nationally and internationally. My best 
competitive results are 3 Amateur World Champion Bodyboarding titles and 7 National Titles. 

 
Malibu Hamilton      cleanearth@clear.net.nz  07 8256824 Malibu Hamilton has surfed for decades and lives in 
Whaingaroa. He is involved with Te Ngaru Roa ā Maui, Lost Waves Aotearoa and is a founding member of the National 
organisation Surfbreak Protection Society. The three organisations actively campaign for clean safe recreational 
waters, free from sewage effluents and toxic chemicals; and support coastal Hapu and community in environmental and 
coastal matters.  
 
Kelly Moana Murphy   kellymoanaclarkson@gmail.com  I am a surfer - taught by my father - which has taken me round 
the world and through many incredible experiences and lessons which now flow through seamlessly through my other 
roles, daughter, sister, wife, mum, elected local community representative. Situated in Raglan, NZ. 
 

 
Heidi Collins heidi@odisam.com    21994356 The Disabled Surfers Association New Zealand is in it's 7th season. 
Affiliated with Disabled Surfers Association Australia we leverage their 30 years of expertise and training models to 
ensure the best possible outcomes for water safety, participant and volunteer experience, enabling all people access to 
the ocean, surfing and its benefits which would otherwise be impossible for people with impairments (both Physical and 
Neurological). DSA NZ is a charity run by a committee of 5, which I am the President and we rely on a community of 
volunteers to assist and support participants in the water at our three Have A Go Days per annum. Our committee and 
volunteer base is made up mainly, but not exclusively, of surfers who want to share their love of surfing and the sea 
with those less able.  
 
Georgina Roy      g_f_roy@hotmail.com     Georgina Roy surfs recreationally and finds herself magnetised to surfing 
spaces. In 2013 she completed her PhD entitled Feminism in New Sporting Spaces: Gender, Subjectivity and the Female 
Surfer in Britain, at the University of Brighton. She is an independent researcher who has been living and surfing in 
Raglan for two years.  
 
Ed Atkin e.atkin@ecoast.co.nz    2108200821 Ed is a coastal oceanographer who co-owns the Raglan based company 
eCoast Marine Consulting and Research. Ed is a technical adviser to the Surfbreak Protection Society regarding marine 
resource preservation. 
 
Easkey Britton  Dr. Easkey Britton, a visiting research fellow in Sport and Leisure Studies at the University of 
Waikato, NZ, is best known as a big-wave surfer from Ireland, with a PhD in Environment and Society who is channelling 
her passion for surfing into social change. Her parents taught her to surf when she was four years old and her life has 
revolved around the ocean ever since. She is co-founder of the non-profit Waves of Freedom which uses the power of 
surfing as a creative medium for social change and women’s empowerment in places like Iran and spear-headed the 
world's first global8 Surf + Social Good Summit in Bali this year. A recent graduate from THNK’s Creative School of 
Leadership, her work and unique connection to the ocean led her to being asked to talk at TEDx Dublin. Easkey’s work is 
deeply influenced by the ocean and the lessons learned pioneering women’s big-wave surfing at spots like Mullaghmore, 
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earning her a WSL Big Wave Award nomination. ebritton@waikato.ac.nz   @easkeysurf  Skype: easkeysurf 
 www.easkeybritton.com  www.wavesoffreedom.org   TEDx:Just Add Surf  
 
Daisy Day  https://www.facebook.com/daisy.day.92 First female New Plymouth Surfriders Club president, surf 
photographer and surf coach/teacher. 
 
Bernadette Marama Gavin  Raised in Raglan, Bernadette began surfing in the late 1980’s and since then has sailed and 
surfed all over the world, most recently crewing on Sea Shepherd boats. Mother, artist, writer, yoga teacher, massage 
and Craniosacral therapist, Bernadette spends most of her time in Raglan, co-creating Solscape with partner Phil.  
 
Ben Kennings        benkennings@surfingnz.co.nz 212278732 I was brought up in a surfing family and have surfed 
for over 35 years. My passion for surfing led me in to my current role with Surfing New Zealand where I coordinate all 
events and communications. www.surfingnz.co.nz 

 
Angeline Greensill Angeline has degrees in Law and Social Sciences and has been politically active since the 1970’s, 
standing for Parliament, and appearing in courts, tribunals and council hearings on numerous occasions to advocate for 
the environment and for hapu rights guaranteed in te Tiriti o Waitangi. She is the Environmental spokesperson for the 
Tainui hapū, and passionate about growing capacity, growing kai and encouraging whanau to care for Te Taiao, which 
sometimes means challenging projects to ensure more environmentally friendly and culturally acceptable outcomes. 
 
Andy Able Andrew C. Abel, ML, President & Co Founder – Surfing Association of Papua New Guinea Inc (SAPNG). 
Principal architect of the Abel Reverse Spiral Model and policies that govern the Surf management Plan (SMP) and 
Integrated management Plan Products (IMPP) and the Pink Nose Board Revolution empowering women and addressing 
domestic violence against women. SAPNG works in partnership traditional resource custodian communities to ensure an 
equitable and sustainable platform upon where they participate in all facets of the negotiations, planning, 
implementation and management of the surfing resource so that are not mere bystanders in their own land and more 
importantly, ensuring the “horse is before the cart” at all times as we evolve. 
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